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| To the Right Worſhipful and 
truly Religious Eſquire , 
Mr. E. BENLOWES 


_ of Brent-Hal in Eſſex. 

M £1 R . WW. 

L | Wiſheth Internal, External, and 
Y ; | Eternal Happineſs. 


; T was well anſwered by him, who biing 
$ 1] asbed, What this life was, ſaidl thr, 
- {4 Ic snothingelfe but the Meditarion - 
5. |of Death. Tf a man ſhexid n5þ me, Whar 
.rime 1s, I think 1 might fitly anſwer thus, 
|It:3s nothing elfe but the Meditation of 
( Erernity. Or Life 75 $ut 4: Poſting unto |. 
; | Death; av4iovr Time a —— 1-un- 
-ro Erernity. Is this Time Vf life we ave - 
| as Pilgrims 47d Strangers, travelling 'to- 
| wards our Coeleſtial Country, We are as . 
| Sajlors, bound for the Haven of Ererniry. 
| But we uſt run through many troubles be- 
_ re -we can comti to aur jaunneys end :- We. 
| aſt (ail through :ſalt  avd : bitzer - waters, 
 » and paſs through the 'Guif of Death, before 
we Can come to Land. Theres 4 Land which 
{3s called, The Land of the Living; and ' 
{ there 3s a Land —_ 4s called, The _ i 


ALA © 


| | The Epiſtle. | | 
of Horror and Deſpair : There is a two-| 
fold Eternity ; either of the Bleſſed, or of 
the Curſed © There is a. twofold Life after; 
.Death:z either ix Ecernal joys. or Ecernal 
un:ſhments.: It is; good therefore in this 
ſhort Iife, to think upon. that Life which: 
zever ſhall have end : It is good whileft we 
are on the way to think upon our Journeys 
end : It is good in Time, whileſt we are 
ſailing, to have an eye ſtill upon our Com- 
paſs, and think upon. Eternity. To think. 
upon Eternity, 7s a Soveraign Preſervailve: 
' fo keep ns from failing into Sin ©: To think, 
, #pon Eternal joys, fweetens the (alt and bit- 
: ter waters of Sorrows and AﬀiiQtions : To 
think upon Eternal Puniſhments, makes xs | 
not to ſit our hearts upon Temporal De- | 
: ighrs and Pleaſures. ' Heaven is here-on 
« Earth in:part enjoyed; whileſt we raiſe up 
er thoughts to meditate 4upoz i} ': And Hell | 
. Bay. for ever be eſcapeds'if by ſerious and fre- 
- ent thoughts thereof, here in this life, we 
. deſcend into .it. Such thoughts as theſe | 
moved Drexelius to write theſs CONSIDE- 
. RATIONS, . and me alſo to tranſlate them. 
. Me: wrote-upon a General: ſubject ;. and 2- 
wry. mat ay: challexge- a part:in it. What 
' be wrote, he intended "for '4 publick :beneftt 3. | 
: andſo. did. Fin the Tranſlation of ts ' T: hope | 
. He and: His ſhall: find never the worſe enter- | . 
 Bauinzent, bicauſe He is a Stranger,. aud 
) 4 CON. 


Dedicatory. 

gome from beyond Seas. It is the bonour of our 
Nation to be kind and courteous unto Stran- 
gers. He was commended unto'me'by 2 Tits 
veller, a moſt religious and learned Gentle- 
man. (Be not angry with ns, My. Benlowes, 
if I ſay, He was as libe you as:can br: in every 
reſpebt 3 for indeed he was) bred. and brought 
up in the Romiſh Religion,” and ſent beyond 
Stas to be confirmed in it, \ bat 'yet- brought 
bome again by divine providence and reſtored 
to bis Mother: the Church of England, for 
the Converfion, T hope, of many, ſmgled out 
4 all bis kindred to be a aoft Zealous Prote- 

ant 3 born to- good Fortunes, aud yet not 
given to Pleaſures, wedded ts his Books and 
Devotions , ſpending what ſome call idle 
time in the Ft company for the edifying him- 
ſelf or others 5 counting nothing good which 


he yoſſeſſeth, but only that which hs doth-good 


withal ; taking more cartto lay out his money 


for the good of others, than others in laying up 
-money for themſelves. T9 conclude, A Gen- 


tleman of whom I may moft truly ſay, That 
hjs Converſation 1s in heaven,bis Diſcourſe 
01 things above, and his thoughts upon E- 
ternity., - Upon ſuch a mans. commendation as 
this, 'I could not but take'a liking-to'the party 


commended, and the more T'grew acquainted 
-with bims 'T liked him.” It is. the\ counſel of 
" Horace... © 4 2 03 IO2 
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The Epiſtle. 


Tu quem commendes etiam atquee<tiam 
aſpice : ne moXx 


Incutiant altena tibi commiſſa pudo-' 


.rem. 
Believe me, Mr. Benlowes. I bave had ſuch 
experience. of . this party, whom here I com- 
-mend unto you, that Þ dare confidently ſay, 
If you entertain him into your ſervice, you 
fhall never repent you of it» Phulip of Mace- 
don appointed one tvery morning to ſalute 


him with a Memento of Mortality : Drex-- 


Elius his office ſhall be. if you pleaſe, To be 
your Remembrancer , and every Morning, 
Noon, and . Evening , to round you: in the 
ear with .z Memento of Eternity. But 1 
bnow, that 3s fo often in your thoughts, that 
you need not any to put you in Remembrance 
of it. Neither yet do 1 intend. bere, though 
1 bavea fatr occaſron, to run over the Cata- 
lJogue of your Chriſtian Vertues, - ſpecialty 
that part of Chriſtian twins, your 'Piety and 


-Femperance with" your Charity und Boun- - 


'ty. For the firſt, they that daily converſe 
with you, cannot but: fee how . you corverſ? 
with them. The. other pair go ulong with you 
: whereforver you go, and though you deſire 10 
\bigde them, caruot be concealed 5 in ſpecial, 
' Many poor Schoiats, godly xnd devout Mi- 


 niſters-.3x the Univerſity and abroad, of f#- 


veral Colledges , have had a feeling them- 
ſtlves of them, and cannot but make them 


conſÞi- 
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Dedicatory. 

gonſpicuous, nay palpable to others. Theſt 
[oe You in Ks. 4. : for mypart, T 
do not love to praift a man to his face. Bu# 
if the living hold their peace, the dead ſhall 
riſe up and praiſe you, I mean thoſe many 
aud excellent Books, together with other 
rare monuments purchaſed at a great price, 
which withoat any ſolicitation. at" all,' ont of 
meer affeftion you bore to Saint Johns Col- 
ledge in Cambridge, where you-were ſomt- 
times a Student, you have beflowed on their 
Library : Thiir Library, but the moſt. mag- 
nificent work, and Eternal Monument of 
the Meccenas of oxr age,' John Lord Bilhap 
of Lincoln, -and true lover of Learning and, 


| Patron of Scholars. And now it appears: 


Mr. Benlowes, that you have leſs reed of 
Prexehius his ſervice than before, But how- 
foever, IT pray you, entertain him : - Let him 
have but the honour to wear your Cognt- 
ſance, and both He and I will put is upon 
the file” of Thankful Remembrance ; and 
regifler it for a ſingular ' afF'of your Bene- 
ficence. Pardon my boldneſs in this: and 
eommand me in” what: liberal ſervice you 


pleaſe, | 
: Ralph Winterton. 

From Kings Coll, | 

June 1. 1632+ 


| TheEpiſtle to the 


READER. 
J* any man, more curious in cenfuring 
what is done for a common good ra- 
ther than ſtudious himſelf tro promote it, 
ſhould queſtion me for medlingin another 
mans profeſſion, I might anſwerhim in his 
own kind by way ofqueſtion,as Mezedemas 
m Terence anſwered Chremes finding fault 
with him, Tarntumne abs re tua oft otii tibi, 
Alieaa ut cures, eaque nibil que ad te atti- 
next ? Haſt chou fo mach leiſure -as to 
—_— with thac which nothing cencerns 
nee *7 

But to fatisfie thee (Courtevus Reader) 
'who intendeſt, I know,with the Bee to ga- 
ther Honey out of this garden of Eters:ty, 
and not Poyfor with the Spider 3 I hold it 
fir to acquaint thee with rhe true occaſion 
that moved me to tranſlate this book. No 
Divine T am indeed, neither yet can I be 
if I would never ſo fain: I would I were 
-but worthy the name of a Phyſician! But 
howſvever being deſtinated by the ſtatutes 
of my private Colledze to the ſtudy of Phy- 
fb , in the firſt place I thought good to 
ſpend ſome time in Arithmetich, as being 
a neceſſary inſtrumentand help in my Pro- 


feſſuon: 
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To the "Reader. 


feſfor-: In which I made ſome progrefs, 
paſſing from Numer ation, Addition, Sub- 
Frattion , Multiplication, Diviſion, Redi- 
Fon, to the Goldin Rule, or the Ruls of - 
Three, The Rule of Fallhood, The Rult-if 
Proportion, and the Rules of Society, and 
the reft, Bur the knowledge of this coft me 
fo dear;thatT was forced to leave the ſtudy 
of it : For many nights together I'was con- 
ſtrained againſt my will to praQtiſe- Name- 
ration oftner than I would.relling the clock 
and could take but little reft, Wherenpon 
F reſolved with my ſelf to-leave- the Aritis. 
metick rg” and _ went ute the Phy- 

> and Mufcþ Schools, 1aploring at one 
5 the ne Hippocrates: nd the 
Miſes, For at that time Trurned the firſt 
book of - Hippoorates his - Aphoriſms into 
Greeb verſes hoping to procure reſt byPhy= 
ſich and the Mafel of - Poetical'' Numbers 5 
by which 1 found ſome reſt indeed ; (And 
r Mee efore fince,IT have well nigh finiſhed at 
ſpare hours the ather fix books 3 which,if 
God permit, may ere long -fee light.) But 
though I found ſome reft, yet I did nor 
fleep fo fonndly as at other times. So- I 
left the Temple of Hippocrates and the M- 
ſes, and betook my 1elf untothe-Savffnarys 
to learn of David divine Avithmetich-whieh 
conſifterhm-.the due numbringef thedays 
.of this fhorr-life, by comparing my 


To the Reader. 


the years of Eternity : And (oI fell upon 
tramilating this book of Eterzity. And 
this I found by daily experience to be the 
beſt Zhpnoticon that ever I uſed; for it 
brought me to reſt better than if T had ta- 
ken Diacodion. Thus I found the old fay- 


ing true, Where Philoſophy ends, there Phy- 
fit 


begins z; and where Phyfich ends, there 
Divinity begins 3 which I —_— 
I found it true by experience: ) When 
Philoſophy by accident had done me harm, 
and Phyſick could do me little good, I found 
perfeFt belp in Divinity. And having found 
ſo much good by this book my ſelf,I could 
not be ſo envious as not impart it unto 0- 
thers for a Sovereign Medicine, to procure 
quiet ſleep. Neither isit good for that on- 
ly(but far unlike toother medicines,which 
are only good for. ſome one diſeaſe, and 
falling into unskilful hands oftentimes do 
more harm than good ) it is a Medicine 
fitting all Ages, Complexions, Conditions, 
Places, Parts, Diſeaſes Spiritual, and Cor- 
poral whatſoever : It is a Medicine Preſer- 
vative, Curative, Reflorative : It 15 an Ax- 
zidote againſt rhe poyſor of ſin 2 It 15 Di- 
Hamm to drive out the fiery darts of Sa- 
tan : It 1s Catholicon to purgeout all 111 hu- 
mours. Ir 1s better. than Exhilarans Gale- 
mn, to chear the Heart oppreſſed with Me- 


(encholly : It 15 an Acopon for all wearineſs, 
an 


NAD 92'h , 


4 To the Reader. 


an Avodynon for all pains, a Paxchreifon 
profitable for all things, or Al-good. It 
#18 Panacea, Hearts-eaſe, All-heal. It 1s a 
! rich Treaſury F Enghth-men. A Flore- 
| houſe for the aiſzaſed, and, The ready way 
1 to long' life, even to blefſed Eternity. Let 
; no man now challenge me for uſurping 
: another mans Office, or treſpaſling upon 
; Divines, I cannot ſee Out Divines and 
: Phyſcians may well agree together : Both 
; are buſted about curing of Diſeaſes either 
Spiritual or Corporal ; And here 1s a Med;- 
cine for both. Take it and uſe it, Chri- 
{tian Reader 3 and thou ſhalt find by thine 
own experience that it hath all the virtues 
above-mentioned. 
So I commend thee to the Phyſician 
; both of Body and Soul, and heartily defire 
| =- nr and Etrrnal Health and Wel- 
Are. , | 


Ralph Wintertor. 
From Kings Coll. 
June 1. 1632. 


A . Opon 


Upon this Book of Eternity. 


E ad reach Eternity our thoughts firſt 
climbe. 
On the ſucceſſive ſteps and ſtairs of Tim. 
And. what is Time? It 1s by Poets call'd, 
And by moſt Painters repreſented bald : 
But Poets and the Painters are too bold, 
For Tim: was never yet a Minute old : 
Nor yet, God Satari-like, doth it devour 
The 19ue which it breeds : For every hour 
Were then a Murderer.But while we ſtrain, 
And all created Natures for togaimn 
Time to their Inch of Being 3 in the ſtrife 
They quire burn out the Ty2per of their life. 
Put what's Eternity ? Good Reader look, 
Not on. my Verſes, but upon this Boob : 
Which I do wiſh(and yet no harm )may be 
To all relating Stationer, but to thee, 
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Upon this Book of Eternity. 


Ook on the G/aſs of Mans Mortality; 
[ 'Bchold the Mirror of Eternity. 

This Book is both 3, Herein beho!d thy face 3 
Tt waxcth old 3 thy Glaſs doth run apace. 
& is appointed all men once to die 3. 


And afte n,Death ſucceeds Fternity. , 


This Life's no Life, which Time doth com- 
prehend, 

Bur thar's true Liferndeed, which knows no 
end : 

This Book will teach thee ſo to live and dts 

That thou miay'ſt live-anto £ternity, 


, AS 
a ad « 4 


"pin this Book of Eton, 


Tf B as a gy" Chard ; which 


kept 1n Eye, 
Dotly paint at tit Haven of bleſt Eternity. 
[ O blefied Fraven! ] Ar which if thou 
wouldft Land, 


"Let nor this Ch,x4 depart out of thire 
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THE FIRST 


| CONSIDERATION 


What Eternity is 2 


Hiero King of Szcaly, What lib. rr, 
God was, deſired one day dz Nat. 

ro coniider upon it :: and after Deor. 

one day paſt, having not yer 

found 1t our, defired yet two days more to 
confider further upon it ; and after two 
days, he defired three : and to conclude 
at length he had no anſwer ro return unto 
the King - but- this, that the more he. 
thought upon it, the more ſtill he might; 
for the further he buſied himſelf in the 
ſearch thereof, the further he was from 
B 2 finding 


TT being asked by Cicero 


2 The firſt Corideration 
finding it. The thing that we are here now 
to:conſider upon is Eternity; andthe firſt | 
queſtion tha offers ir ſelf unto: our can- . |: 
—- - = fideration is, What Etexnity is.? } 
Lib. s. Bottizs ſaith, that # 15 alrope- 
ae Conſ. ther and at once, the jnrire and 
rfe& poſſeſhon of a liſe that 
never ſhall have an end. And ler no man 
take it jll, if we ſay that it cannot be 
known; and that the more we: ſearch into 
'- ir, the more we loſe our ſelves in the 
ſearch of it. * For how can that be defin- 
ed which hath no bounds or limits ? Tf a- 
ny man urge.us further and defire us to 
ſhadow: ir out, ar leaſt by ſome; though 
obicure, deſcription: our anſwer is, That 
it may cafier he done by declaring what 
it-1s not, rather than what it is 3 fo 
. doth Plato concerning God :; 
In Ti- What Gad is, faith he, that 1 
mel. =» bnow tot ? Whit he 1s not, that I 
know. So Auguſtine .Biſhop of 
Hippo, 1n his ſixty fourth Sermon upon 
the words of our Lord,deſcriberh the true 
beatitude which is in Heaven,..by remo- 
ving from it the very thought of all evil. 
We may more eaſily find, faith he, what 5 
not there, than what is, In. beauen. there is i 
neither grief, nor jorrow, nor penury, nor 
» fefect, nor diſeaſe, nor death, nor. any evil. 
S0 may. we fay concerning Eterzity. Far 
what- 


> & I Dd. 
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Upon Eternity, WS = 
whatſoever in-this hfe vei'cither fee with: 
our eyes.or ler nn by our-outward ES... 
ſenſes. ithat 15:not Evernal. -#ar ''2 Cor. - 
the things that ave ſeem, faith 4. 18: ,- 
St. Paul, are temparal', but the 
things which are-not ſz. are Eternal. Hence 
every; man may.fay, this :my'-joy, theſe 
my. pteaſures:and debghts,' this treaſure, 
this honour, this Nately budding; this life 
of mine, all 15 T*anjitory, nothing Eter- 
127. A man can point arnothing which 
ſhall not periſh and have art end; Indeed 
thejgrorant multitude uſe to ſpeak afrcr 
this manner, This ſtruQure 1s/for .Fter-- 


. nity; this monuments everlaſting. And 


the impatient man 1s wont to complain: 
irhatHirspains are without end, Bur theſe 
;Eternigiesiare vervſhort; and a-man ma 
[eaſily mm words comprehend them: /i-Say 
what thou canſt of the erue' Eternity, thou 
-muſt needs come far ſhorr of it. 


-So faith Auguftine;, Thor ſayet of In Pſal, 


Eternity whatſoever ' thou wilt: 65. 
But therefore thou ſayeſt whatjo- 


"ae. 
» 


- - ever thou wilt," becauſe than canſt not ſay all, 


fay what thou: wilt : * But: thao thbu 
muſt needs jay ſomething , that © (tall thay 
inayeſt bave ſomething to think which tbog. 
canſt not ſay. Triſmegiſins ſaith, | 
That the Sou! 1s the Forizon of ©: fno AC 
Time and 'Eterrity'« ror, in that. » '/e + 
LES i + | It: 
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it isimmortal, it is partaker of Eternity ; 
and in that it is infuſed by God into the 


body, it is partaker of Time. But before *' 


we proceed any further, for orders ſake 
ler us ſee what men of former times, R9- 


mans, Grecians, Egyptians, and others | 
have thought of Eternity. .For they ac- | 
knowledged it for certain, and repreſented | | 


It dwers Ways. 


da 


CHAP. L 


What men of former times have thought of 7 
Eternity 3 and how they have repreſen- | 


ted it. 


Irſt of all, they have repreſented ' 
FS Eternity by a Ring, or a Circe,which | 
hath neither beginning nor ending, which | 
1s proper only tro Gods Eternity : ſeeing | 
therefore that God is Eternal.and his dura- ' 


tion 15 properly called Eternity, the Egyp- 
tians uſed to fignifie God by a Circle. And 
the Per/:ans thought they honoured God 


moſt, when going up to the top of the - 


higheſt Tower, they called him the Circle 
of hexven. And it was a cuſtom among 


the Turks ( as Pierius teacheth at arge , 


to cry out every morning from an hig 
Tower, -Gs4 always was, and always will 
be; and then to ſalute their Mahomt:. 
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Cy 


' The S4razens alſo uſed to call God a: Cir- 


cle, Mercurins Triſmegiſius, whom I na- 
med before, the moſt memorable amongſt 
Philoſophers, ( who wrote more Books 
than any mortal man beſide, 1f we may 


. believe Seleucus, and Menecers ) faid thar 
God was an intelleQual Sphere, whaſe 
- Centre is every where, and Circumference 


no where : becauſe Gods Majeſty and im- 
menfity are terminated no where. For: 
this cauſe rhe Ancients built unto their 
gods Temples for figure round. So Numa 


 Pompilins, 1s ſaid to have conſecrated to 
' Veſia a round Table at Rome. So Auguſtus 


Ceſar, in the name of Agrippa, dedicated 


| to-all the gods a rod Temple, and called 
. It Pantheon. Hereupon Pythagoras, to 
: ſhew Gods Eternity, taught his Scholars to 


worfhip him, turning their bodies round. 
about. And there was a ſtatute made by 
Numa, ( as Briſſonius witneſſeth ) that 
they which were about to worſhip God, 
ſhould turn themſelves round. Therefore 
God 1s according to the Antients, a Circles 
but a Circle without a Periphery or Circum- 
ference, whoſe Centre 1s every where 3 be- 
cauſe God is the beginning and end of all 
things. Whereupon Fob moſt Fib- 36 
juſtly cries out, Beho'd, God is 5 avs 
great, and we hnow him not, nti- ; 
they can the-number of his years be (tarched ont. 
B 4 Again, 


Again, they have repreſen 

. by a Sphere and a Globe. Therefore Fau- 
- Hins'the Empreſs had money tamper after 
- this figureand ſuperſcription ; There was 


a Glove oh which the Empreſs fate ftretch- | 


- ing forth, one* hand, and holding in the 
other 4 Scepter - with this Inſcriprion , 
'ETERNITY. Hence it was that 
- many of the Anrients thought the World 
to be Eternal.” becauſe 1t was Rowd , 
' whom 'Saint Baſil anſwerF very fitly, Ltt 


tre world be a Circle but the beginning of x 


' FheClrcle B the Centre. 

© Iothe third place they have repreſented 
-Erevnity by a Seat : 'by which is ſignified 
Bttrnal Refi. The" Naſamenes, a certain 


people-of - Africa, -for -for-the moſt part did 


-Hot only breath out their laſt fitting upon. 
.a Sear. but alſo defired to be buried after 
char poſition, 4 having then attained to 
Eternity, and a' long ceſſation from all 
their Jabours : As it many places at this 
day Rings and Emperors A found ſitting 
in: Vaultsnnder earch; in filence and 


- mouryful Matefty. ' Ani jt was uſual with. 
-thc*Rnmans to ſuvport with ſuch like the © 


' molten ftarues'of their deceaſed Emperots, 
as having; then the fruition . of Eternity, 
' Some there are that thus reaſon with 
them ves ofrentimes. Behold: I have 
been a1ong time eld and oppreſſed with 
| ares 
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cares and labours ©. But. now, why do I 
nor rake ſome reſpite ? why do Inot make 
ſome pauſe ? . why do I not reſk from my 
labours ?” I have layoured long enough : 
let.others labour.3s much as 1 have done; 
for my part Ile reſt now, and take mine 
eaſe, '£. they ſer up their-ſeats, ahd'pro- 
miſe unto themſelyes days of reſt : _ but 
(alas!) they are of no Jong continuance. 
They ſet up. their ſeats, and embrace 
their eaſe ; bur neither in due time nor 
place. Oh! how.truly and deveutly doth 


that golden Book,. Of. the Imization of. 


Chriſt, gives us a pull by theear, ._ .. 

in theſe words, Diſpoſe and order Kemps, 
all things according to thing own - lib. . 1. 
will, and the luſt of thing own Cc. 12. 
tyes, and yet thoy ſbalt never find; _. 

byt thou (halt alwajs : ſuffer 6ne thing, or 


other, either willingly or -by conſtraint, - and 
ſo thou ſhalt always find a Croſs. "The whole- 


life of Chriſt was a-Croſs, and Martyr- 
dom; and: doſt thou ſeek reſt and plea- 


ſure? Therefore we muſt ferup our ſeat 
in heaven, and not here,for here dmongſt-_ 
ſo many troubles it can never ſtand quiet 3. 


and though all other rhings ſhould ſpare, 
yet death-at length will overturn; There 
1s no true. reſt to- be hoped for, but -thart 


which is Eternal., Bur if there be any reſt: 
in this life, this is ir, For a man to com-- 
B 7 Nut: 
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mit himſelf, and all that is his to the will 
of God. to put his whole truſt and confi- 
dence in him, and to account a'l other 

things beſide, but vain. So are 
Ecclis. wetaught in Eccleſtaſticus ;' Truſt 
II.21. #1 Goa, and abide in thy place.. | 
REES Without this reſt of the ſoul all #7 
other things are meer 'troubles, a meer 2? 
ſea of tempeſtuous waves, and the very 
preſence of Hell. But I return to the An- 
tients. CEE, 

In the fourth place they have reprefent- 
ed Eternity by the Sunand the Moon. The 
Sun reviveth every day, although it ſeems 
every day todie, and to be buried. Ir al- 

. ways riſeth again, although every night it 
| ſetteth. The Moon alſo hath her- 

kn Hen-. 1mncreaſe after every wane. Ca- 

atcafyl. tullus hath pretty verſes to this 


purpoſe. 


The Sun doth fet : the Sun doth riſe again. 
The day doth cloſe, the day doth break again. 
Once ſet our Sun, again it riſith never : 

Once cloſe our day of life, it's nigh* for 
__ bes 
In Hell there 1s Eternal night, but with- 
out ſJeep. There they ſleep not, becauſe 
they _ here, where they ſhould have 
watched : there they watch, becauſe on 
they 


od ork Sp 


RN ITK. A 
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they ſlept in their ſins ; indeed nor long, 
bur longer they would if they could, yea 
Eternally. But it is far otherwiſe with 
thoſe chat are in Heaven : For a perpetual 
light ſhall ſhine forth ro the Saints, and 
Eterzity of time, there is reſt; there is 
pleaſure after long labours and watchings. 

In the fifth place, they have repreſent- 
ed Eternity by the Baſfilsb. The Baſilish 
1s the moſt venomous of all Creatures, 
and it alone of all others ( as Horus Nilia- 
c145 faith ) cannot be killed by humane 
force; yea its ſo virulent, that it killeth 
herbs with the very breath of it;that it puts 
to flight all other creatures with the hifling 
of it, and that it makes all bizdsſuddenly 


filent upon the firſt preſence of ir. Ali- 


anus reports, that in the detart of Africa 
2 certain beaſt fell down being tired, and 
that the Serpents came together as it were 
to a feaſt, todevour the carcaſe, and that 
they preſently ran all away,and hid them- 
ſelves 1n the ſand, upon the ſight: of the 
Baſilsk. Eternity, whether of' joy or of” 
torment, cannot be ſhortned or diminiſh- 
ed,much leſs taken away or avoided; Net- 
ther 1s it ſtrange, if it aftright all that are 
in their right wits, with the very thought 
ef it. Infinite are the windings of this 'Ba- 
fili#h; unmeaſurable and untwinable are 
the Orbs and Circuits of it» Oh Dragon 
p & 60> 


Hpon Eternity. - 9: bh 


to be trembled: at ! Let us divert 2 litters 
our ſelves, It comes to pals ſometimes 
when 2a.man. deſcends into: himſelf, and 
rips upys Conſcience by confeſlion, that 
he finds many Serpents nefts, and whole 
broods of Vipers, and thereupon much 
marvelleth in himſelf, ſaying, Whence is 
there ſo much venome in my breaſt ? 
Whence are ſo many fat Snakes, ſo-many 
grievous-and deadly fins? Whence is there 
ſo,great an hoſt of Lizards? Whence ſo 
many filthy and luſtful cogitations 2 Iam 
_ afraid my ſelf at ſach a numerous and pe- 
ſtilent brood. - Bur marvel-nat ; .we-ſhall- 
_ealily ſhew thee the cauſe thereof. A moiſt 
and a rude place is very apt to breed Ser- 
pents. - Lo then, there is a double cauſe ; 
the moiſture of the place, and the negli- . 
| gence of them that ſhould look to it. So 
it 15 mthe Soulof man; if we ſpend all our 
' Care-ypon our body, handling it delicate- 
ly, Keding it daintily, pampering it with 
. - feaſts, and efteminating it with pleaſures, 
. xc muſt needs be confeſſed that the ſoul, 
the inhabitant thereof, hath her dwelling 
- ma moiſt place. - Add hither {lothfulnebs, 
and negled/of divine duties. "Let no care 
- be had atall of Salvation; ſo the body he 
- ſound, and tt purwb well with it, let no re- 


' - gard be had what happens to the Sout: let 
.,.. confelſion. of . lids he ſeldom made. vo 
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.Gcd, and whenirt is, but ina negligent 
'matiner : what marvel then,” if a mulyg- 
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delighteth is but Momentany, but that which 
tormenteth is Eternal. | + 
Inthe fixth tplacechey have repreſented 
 Eterntty after this manner. There is a vaſt 
den, full of Horrors: round about which a 
Serpent winds it ſelf,, and in the wing} 
bues.it ſelf by. the tail. At the right han | 
of the dan ftands 4 young az of a. beautt- - e ol 
ful and pleaſant countenance, holding in £4 
his right hand a bow and two arrows, and. Ss 
in his lefthand an Harp, - In the very en-- _ | 
trance of the. Den fits an old an oppoſite, = 
and having his eyes very intent upan his 3 
Table-book, ; according as the- Coeleſtial.  ' :*7 
/Globe by its motion, or the. young. man. .'- * 
ſtanding by,diftatesunto himyſo he writes. __ _ 1 
At the left hand of the den. firs a grave © & " by 
OBEY 1 
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12 The firſt Conſideration 


always bufied. Ar-the mouth of the den: 
 thereare four ſtairs, each higher than o- 
ther : The firſt is of Tron, the ſecond of 
Braſs, the third of Silver, and the fourth 
of Goi/d. On.theſe are little children run- 
ning up and down and playing, and never 
fear the danger of falling. This is the Pi- | 
ure : The meaning 1s this. The Den'fig- '! 
nifies the incomprehenfſibility of Ete nity: Þ 
The Serpent that rwines 1t ſelf abour it, 
'Time; The Toung-man; God ; 1n whoſe hand 
1s Heaven, Earth, and Hell. On Earth, 
and in Hell are the Arrows of the Lord 
faſtened; bur in Heaven, there 1s notling 
but Foy, and the ſound of the Harp. The 
Old Man 1s Fate, or rather, that which God 
hath decreed from all Eternity. The Ma- 
tron, Nature : The Stairs, diſtin&t Times 
and Ages : The Children running up and 
down the Stairs, do fignifie things created, 
eſpecially Man, who 15 ſportingin matters 
of. Salvation, and playing and jeſting in 
the very entrance of Eternity.Alack.alack ! 
O mortal men, we have played too long 
amidſt theſe dangers ; We are very near 
unto Eternity,even in the very entrance of 
It, whileſt we live : Let but death lightly 
touch us, and we are preſently ſwallowed 
up of Eternity. Death need not uſe any 
great power, or fight long againſt us ; we 
are thrown down ; nr. g1n a _—_— | 
and. 
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upon Eternity. I3 


and tumble down theſe ſtairs into the 0- 


cean of Eternity. Bethink your ſelves well, 
you that play upon theſe ſtairs,and think 
upon any thing rather than upon Zfernizy ; 
Tr may be to day or to morrow you may be 
tranſlated from Time to Eternity. 


—— 


CHAP. IL 


The ſecret ſenſe and meaning of Scripture is 
unfolded. | X 


ATE the Chapter of the Type and 
1X Pifureof Etgriity, the holy Scrip- 
ture of divine Truth ſhall not unfitly fol- 
low. When Nebuchadnezzar , King of 
Babylon, had caſt the three Hebrew chil- 
dren into the fiery furnace for refuſing to 
obey his impious command, the flame is 

faid to have aſcended nine and forty cubits 
above the Furnace. A ſtrange thing : But 
not without a Myſtery. What ? Did any 
man accurately meaſure the height there- 
of? Did any man aſcend and apply unto it 
a rule, to take the juſt meaſure of it ? was 


' It juſt nine and forty cubits,neither more 


nor leſs ? Why not fifty'? For we nſe to 
number thus : Twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, 
though the number be ſomewhat more or 
leſs. Here in this place there wants but 
one of fifty. Surely there is-a Myſtery in 

| EE it, 
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it, and ſome ſecret meaning. . The num- 
ber of fifry was wont to ſignfie the:year of 
'Zubilee. But the flames 1n the fiery fur- 


, 
o 


nace of -Hell, although 'they. rage borh 
againſt body and ſoul, and Tay EX=- 

. ceed all the torments of-this life, yer.they 
ſhall never extend fo far as the year of 
grace and Fubilee, Tn Hell-there is no 
year of 7ubilee, no pardon, no end of tor- 
ments, Now, now, 1s the time of 7ubi- 
tee 5 not every hungred or fifty years, bur 
every hour and every moment. Nowone 
part of an hour may obtain. pardon here, 
which all Eternity cannot hereafter, Now 
js the rime, that in one -fittle and. ſhort 
day we may have more dehxs forgiven u 
than in the fire of Helln, all eng 
tunes to come hereaftgr. 6*:o7 113g 

Let us add: higher another explication 

_, of divige Scripture. ., Whey the 

Zaſhua peopleaf Goddid paſs over Zor- 

3+. 16» dan, the waters which came; dawn - 

_ .- | - " toward .the {& of the. plain 

(which is now.calledthe. dead. ſea) tiled 

- © util there was none lefr. And. 
Ecclus *' 10 Egdeſpafticys it is ſaid, There 
20. I2, ts that: buyeth much for a little. 

- Theſe two teſtimonies of Scrip- 
tare Galjrid joyneth together, and there- 
ypon diſcourſerh thus. If Eternal bir- 
terneſs be due unto thee, and thou maiſt 
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eſcape it by. taſting at Taxpora!, certainly 
thou haſt m—_— much far. a little. 1 
confeſs; :it'is 2 Sea indeed in which thou 
faileſt;bur yeta dead ſta: And how much | 
art thou/bound to give thanks unto God, 
who, whereas thou haſt deſerved to be 
overwhelmed inthe falr,: roaring and un- 
navigable ſea, hath of his great mercyto- 
ward thee, ſuffered thee rather to fail in 
the dead: ſea... "(O pleffed change |) that 
ſo by the deadſea thou mayeſt paſs intorhe 
land of the lirring | This Writer compares _ 
all the adverſities of this 1ije to the dead 
ſea, and Eterna! puniſhment to the ſalt 
and. uxchangeable'ſea, No man can.eſcape. 
them, he muſt needsfall ynto the one,..qr 


-tn-the-other;. What doſt thou, Q:man.? 


( cryes out Saint: Chyyſolome, ) Art.thon 
abour to aſcend up'to. heaven, and dect 


thou ask mewhether there be any difficul- 


ties bythe way ? Whatfoever we do; this 
dead fea we maſt paſs over .: we may, if 


we avill, | arrive 'at. the haven; of Trag- 
_-quillity, -and/{Zf2ma! Havpinels,  : 
-The Word of 'Gad; maſt-bigh is 'the #6044 
. Fountain of wiſa»m, and ber way?s . b» $4 
'are everlaſting commandments. 


Through :this dead ſea there js no, other 


, way into the Region-of the bving; but.the 
way of Gody>commandments, -;:'We; have 
'a' molt *clear: place. of Scripture for Ut; : 


It 
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+16 Lhe firit Conſideration 
Mat. 19; If 'thouwilt' mter into life heed 
17» ' the FCommandements : This 1s 
| the only way to Eternity. If a 
Corneli- - man ſhould ask a Divine of our 
5 4 £a- times this queſtion, What is E- 
pide. ternity ? His anſwer will be, [Ic 
; 354 Circle running back into ir 
ſelf , whoſe Centre 1s Always, and Cir- 
cumference No- where, that 1s, which never 
ſhall have end. What z Eternity? It 1s an 
Orb every way round, and like 


Voluk it ſelf.in which there is neither 

txr, & beginning nor end. What ;s 

volve  FEternity? Itisa wheel, | 
tar in A wheel that turns, a wheel that 

omne turneth ever , 

volubi- A- wheelthat turns; and will leave 

lis © « turning never. | 

UN What is Eternity ? It 1s a: year 


continually wheeling: abour , 
which returns again tq the ſame point 
from whence it began, and ſtill wheels 
about again. . What- zs Eternity? It 1s an 
ever-running fountain , whither the water 
afrer many turnings flow back again, that 
they may always flow. What Eternity? 
It 1s an ever living Fpring, from whence 
waters continually flow, either the moſt 
{weet waters of Benediition and bleſling, 
or the moſt bitter waters of Maledifion 
and- curſing. What is Etergity ? Ic 1s a 
Laby- 


upon Eternity. 4 


Labyrinth which hath innumerable turn- 


ingsand windings,which always lead them 
round that enter in, carrying them from 
turning to turning, and fo loſing them. 
What is Eternity ? It 1s a pit without bot- 
tom, whoſe turnings and revolutions are 
endleſs. What is' Eternity, It is a Spiral 
Line, but without beginning 3 which hath 
Circles and windings one within anether, 
but without ending, What z Eternity ? 
It is a Snake bowed back unto it ſelf orbicu- 
larly, holding the tail in'the mouth;which 


. in its end doth again begin, and never 


ceaſeth to begin. What i Eternity ? It is 
a duration always preſent, it 15 one perpetual 
day, which is not divided into that which 


. is paſt, and thar which is to come. . What 
- 3s Eternity.? It 1s an age of Ages, as Dio- 
- nyſius ſaith, never expiring, but always 


like it ſelf, without changing. What « 
Eternity ? Tt is a beginning without be- 
ginnjng, middle, or end. It is a: begin- 
ning, continuing, never ending, -alway 
beginning. In which the Bleſſed alway 
begin a bleſſed life, and always abound 
with new pleaſures: in which the Dam- 
ned always die, and after all death and 


ſtruggling with death. always begin again 


ro die and ſtruggle with deaths As long 

as God ſhall be God, ſo long ſhall the 

blefled be bleſſed, fo long ſhall they —_— 
| an 
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an triumph : {: long ſhall the' "damned 

.alfo. fry in. Hell, and yelling cry, "We are 
tormented-in this flame, being/ſtill to be tor- 
mented and rortured for ever. 


CHAP. IN. 
Why the place of Eternity is called a. Mai- 


fron. ER 

F OHN., Patriarch: of Alpxaniria, 'a 
very:devout and-gadly man, was often 
want to0:go 20: vulir-the:fifkand took with = 

ham far his .cammpanion;:;Tjvilie ta Biſhop, 

which had mage careef' hjsoney. thanopt 

:ithe-dink,; The: Pariarbmhiſhederh him: 

- ot us help\che friends af Chriſt: 'Wihere- 
'apon Tivi/1sJrite a crafey companrton.con- 
cealing the diſeaſe of his minl; to wit,, his * 

Govetouſacts, bad his Servants give4o:the 
Poor! all theimoney, which ar thar-rime he 

: hattabout him to'buy other things withal. 
Ndt long, afcer! it /haSpened that. he fell 
into 2 Fever, whsch -his CoretouſneG.hgd 
cauſed't: whereof the Patriarch of /ffer- 

and7i4 hearing, and-eaſily gueſſing at the 
cauſe of his diſeaſe, went to viſk ttm, and 
carried with him as much fflver, 'ashe had 
not long before given to- the fiek ; and-af- 

teria titre conference with-him; ' he eq 

[21 thus, 


47 
. 


thus, 'I did 'but jeſt with: thee the other 
day, when I wiſhed thee to-beſtow-ſome- , 
thingto the relief. of: the fick 3 and it' was” 
becauſe my ſervant had not! money'about '' 
him. - But behold here, in goottearneft I 
reſtore unto:thee the' money-which thou” 
laidſt our for my fake; and I thank thee.” 
forit. When Troilus faw the money told,” 
his Fever began to leave him, and his + 
heat to abate, and inevery part he found 

himſelf much better 3 whereuporrfinding* 
himſelf gather ſtrength, he roſe 'up*to- 
dinner, and fat down to: Table.] ''Abour* 
noon-tide when dinner was: ended; ated 
the Table removed, he: went ro fleep;- 
and ſweetly took his: caſe; arid 'dreamed> 
that he ſaw a very ftately."Edifice; 'arut itt 
the frontiſþiece thereof over the gute; this: 
inſcription, Marſio Aterna & ay 
Troili Epiſcapi ; In Engliſh:thus; The | 
nal Manſion and Ruſting plate” of Bjoey 
Troilus, "He was very much delighted witty 
this dream: Bur not long after he had 
another Viſion that troubled him. For 
there came one with a company of work- 
men, and gave them a ſtrict charge, ſay- 
ing, Take away that Inſcription; andput 
this:jn the place there; Manſio" Aiterna er 
Requies FJobamis ' Archiepiſcodi  Alewan- 
drie, empta- libris triginta argent6's "Ii 
Engliſh' thus, The Eternal: Manſion and 

| | Reſting 
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Reſting place of John Archbiſhop of Alexan- 


dria, which be bought for thirty pounds. 


With this Viſion he was very much af- 
- frighred :'but he made a very good uſe of 
It, '''For preſehtly, of 'an- hard and cove- 
tous min; he became liberal and” charita- 
ble, eſpecially to ſuch as were in need. 
- S0 much did the dream of atn Eternai 
Miynſion prevail with him. | 

Bur oh ye rather bleſſed Manſions, and 
therefore blefſed, becauſe Eternal! Oh, 
how-exceedingly doth. Chriſt defire that 
we ſhould loath and forſake theſe our ta- 
bernacles, and ruinous houſes, and with 
earneſt deſire make haſt unto thoſe Eternal 
Manſions ' In my Fathers honſe, faith he, 
are many Manſions, No man is kept back 
from thence but by himſelf, The place 
excludes -no man : for it. is exceeding 
large. Time ſhuts out no man : for there 


is , Manfion,' and that Manfion is Eter- 
nal, : | 


—_—_— 


— 


A Prayer. 


Eternal and merciful God, O Eter- 
nal Truth, O true Love, O beloved 
Eternity; So cure our blindneſs, that by 
theſe preſent and ſhort ſorrows we may be 


brovght to know, and ſo eſcape the future, - - 


borrible, 


het et et ra 
-—_ 


upon Cterxity. 21 
horrible, and Eternal puniſhments. Direft 
us, and xeach. us. ſo to paſſeſs things periſhing 
and ToRes _ that finally. we loſe not the 
things which 'are Eternal. Trach us ſþ to 
lament for our fins committed; that we may 
ſeap Eternal puniſimints,. ; us ſo 'to' 
k 


behave our ſelves in the "houſe of our -pilgri- 
mage, that we be not ſhut oxt of the Ecernal 
Manſions. Teach us ſo to make our pro- 
greſs in the way, that at length me fray be. 
received into our Countty. 7 oe 
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I what things Natore rereieah Eternity: 


\HE Idolaters themſelves therefore 
| have acknowledged an Eternity, 
; ſuch as it was, and have deſcri- - 
"2F . bed italſo by certain figns : For God hath 
: manifeſted 1t unto them, ſo that 
they are without excuſt, How Rom. I, 
much dearer therefore, and in 20.. 
what great eſteem ought the 
conſideration:thereof to be amongſt all 
—_ to'whom Eternity is better re- 
anmawn yp —b 1n'a-more lively. 
erefove thou art -in= Rom. 2. 
2 mamer!) man, whoſoever thou I. 


art,that being often put in mind. 

of Eremnicy, doth as ofcen ler it Apo f 

|} thy memory. Thou haſt often i oe 
- and hefore thine eyes, Rings. ind Circles, ; 


Low and Globes, Sunand Moon : If thou 
| C lookeſt _ 
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lookeſt upon any of theſe, they will put 
thee in mind of Eternity. Nature her ſelf 


like a good mother hath expoſed them to 


publi 


view, thar;; when we ſee,them, or 


dixate upon Eternity. - =- 
. Solinus reports that. there is a ſtone in 
Arcadia called Asbeſigs, which being once 
ſet on fire doth continually burn; Where- 
fore. in times paſt they were wont in Tem- 


Lib,-2 F, q 
ae Civit, fline maketh mention. 


cap Ho 


ples and Sepulchres to make 
lamps of.it : of which St. Augu- 
I add 
that -Pliny, Volateranns,  Dioſcori- 
des,and many others-tell ſtrange 


wonders of a certain kind of Lizeor Flax, 
which is called by diversnames - For ſome. 
call it Linum Asbeſtinum, others Caryfti- 
zm, others Indicum,. and others Linum.. 


VIVUM, 


This is not only not conſumed by fire, / 


-% 


hen, we might be invited to me- 


hear of th 


but alſo is purged and cleanſed ;; wherefore - 
the dead bodies of Kings heretofore,when. 
they were to. be purinto the fire,and to be. 


burned, 


-uſed to be wrapped abour withia . 
Linnen cloth made thereof, to keep: their: 
aſhes from confution,. and to diſtinguiſh. 
theta from others. Of ſuch Flax Nero. had. 


a Towel,which he eſteemed of more price: 
than gold and precious ſtones.. Behold, 
Natur her ſelf, like a Miftreſs and Guide, 


leadeth 


; 
_ 
) 
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#p0u Eternity. 1 > BY 
leaderh' _ by arbor nod poinrech 
thee toa thingwhichthe fire harhno power 
to conſume: So thallall the aa ine 
but never ſhall bura our. © They©ſhalkak - 


_ ways burn;. burnever be conſumed; ny 


ſhall ſeek for death-1n the flames, bar-ſhail 


. hotfind it. Therefore juſtly dothr-one cry 


out,0 woe Eternal, that never (bull 
have end 1 'O 'end'\ without end O In Hove» 
death more grievous than all death. log. -ſaw © 
Always to die, and never to be pien. Iſa. 
quite dead ! So faith divine I- 66. 24. 
ſaiah , Their fire never ſhall; be Rtev.9.6. 
quenched.: And the Angel inthe | | 
Revelation, They (hall deſire to die « and death 
ſhall flee from them.” mY 
That the Salamrmaey for alittle titne 
can indure, and live in the fire, beſide 4- 
riftotle, Pliny, Galen, Alian, Dioſcoridis , 
S. Auguſtine alſo himſelf believed.” This 
creature 15 very cold, and is genefated of 
ſhowers; the ſun and droughtare death to 
it; Therefore, according to Pliny, it en- 
dures in the flame- like ice. Of the skin 
thereof highrs are made for perpetual bur- 
ninglamps:- God who made the Salaman- 
dry of Earth and CI of his goodneſs 
formed- man, though of the ſame matter, 
yet of a more excellent and noble nature. 


He hath - made him-a little lower than the 
Angels, Pſal. 8, 4 He hath aſſigned un- 
| C 2 | 
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ro him after this life the fellowſhip of the _ 


fame _— with rhe Angels. But man 
bring in . 

was compared unto the beafts that Periſh, 
Pſal. 49. 20. By his own malice he made 
himſelf ſuch a Salamander, that muſt al- 
ways live or always die in Eternal flames. 
In thoſe fiery priſons of Hell, all things 


' are Eternal 3 but theſe ſix things evſpeci- 


all. 
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CHAP. I. 
What things are Eternalin Hell. 


HE danned himſelf is Eternal and 

dyeth not. No man can make an 

end of himſelf, or another. They ſhall 

ſeeb death, and ſhall not findit, Rev. g. 6. 

Yea the very deſire of death, in as much 

as their deſire cannot be fatisfied, ſhall 
greatly increaſe theirtorment. 

2. The Priſon 1t ſelf is Eternal; It can ne- 
ver fall to ruin, it can never be broken 
down, it can never be digged through. Ir 
1s barred up with rocks and mountains ; 
The locks and bars areſo firm and ſtrong, 
that nonecan get out Ifany of the dam- 


ned ſhould by Gods permiſſion before the 


day of judgment come out from thence, 
yer ſtll he ſhould carry an Hell _ 


3 


ry bad no underſtanding, and ' 
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him, and never be free from tormene. 
3. The fire there is Eternal. Chriſt him- 
ſelf in Matthew ſaith as much expreſly 3; 
Matth. 25. 41. Depart from me ye curſed in- 
to everlaſting fire, or fire Eternal, Doft 
thou hear this word, Eternal ; The anger 
of the Lord doth kindle this fire, and 1 
ſhall never be put out. To this beareth: 


Lord like: a fiream of Brimſtone doth kindle 
it, it ſhall burn night and day, and (hall 
mt be quenched, the ſmoke thereof ſhall af- 
cend up for ever and ever, Iſaiah 30. 33. 
Ifajah 66. 24. Rev. 14. 11. @ternal Ph-- + 
niſhments, and Eternal Life are 

Reilates, as St. Auguſtine ſpeak- Lib. 12. 
eth; and Relates are-of like de Civ. 
continuance : To ſay therefore, c. 23. 


Thiah witneſs, "Xs The breath of the 


that Eternal Life ſhall be with- £ 
out end, and Eternal puniſhment ſhall have: 
.an end, is very abſurd. Who. therefore- 
will defer his converſion ? 


4+ As the things mentioned before are. 
Eternal, fo 1s the Worm, and: conſcience: 


.tormented with deep deſpair for the life 


paſt, Tf. 65. 24. Their worm ſhall not dit :: 
So ptopheſied Naiah. The Poets of old 


| this out of Holy writ into their 
fable? For what is that Tityus, of whom. 


b 
Ws 


Virgilfeigneth, Thar a flying Vultur every 


day gnays and tears his Liver, which is 


C 3 every 
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every night again repaired and made up, 
that every day the Vulturemay have more 
prey to-gnaw.upon ?'' What-1s the Vulture 
bur the Worm we ſpeak. of? And whabis 
the! Livir; but:che Conſcience always gnawn, 
and tormented ? 

'$ :To this Eternity of Hell belongeth al- 
fo rhe /aft ſentence, -and the /aft Decree pro- 
nounce: by Chrift the: Judge : A decree 
(Alas! ) irrevocable, - immutable, Eter- 
2. . "There is no Appealing from it ; If 
the ſentence be -once pronounced” by the 
mouth of this Judge, 1t'{tands irrevocable 
for. all- Eternity. In Hell there 15 no re- 
demprtion, not any,no-not any ; but Eter- 
,xal deſperation. The blood of © Chriſt 
when it was newly- poured- out on the 
mount of. Golgntha,' though of infinite effi- 
cacy for ſatisfaction, yet reacheth norun- 
tothe damned. . If the 'yobe of the' Lord, 
faith Saint ' Bernard, 'be- 4 ' yoke: of Repen- 
tance, yeu think that mn it ſelf it 35 not ſweet” : 

"But this you muſt know , That it is moi 
ſweet. if -it by compared with that -fire of 
which it is ſaid, Depart from me ye curſed in- 
to cverlailing fire.” Mat. 25-41. E 
.  /6: The Puniſhnentor- Pain of loſsalſo, #s 
_ *they«call it, 15 Eternal, being the privi- 

[tion of the ſight of God for ever, which 
rogether with all the other torments of the 
damned ſhall never have end-; _—_— 

x rtnere 
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there bar] be no Place foriſarisſaRioh; *Fox: 
althouphrrheſe/tormEhts fhall 'evnrinietn-., 


t#mke/millivezofyears,; yer thereſhall'mor 
one day;no-mor onehour;nonorfo mich .. 


'as'4\ moment” of reſt and reſpite be grant- 
''ed. "Therefhall be viciſſitude and variety 
of rorments; but to their greater painand 
'orief, ' Chriſt often foretold'ir by Mat- 


\thew\in plain words, Mat. 8. 12. The 


children-of ' the Kingdom ſhall be--cafs out into 


ter" \hrbneſs.; there Thall be weeping and . 
-(gnaſbing"of teeth : wteping, for heat ; 'and 


gnaſhing of teeth, for cold. How then can: 
-man be fo forgetful of himſelf and God ?. 
' Howcan he ſo:depenictate ihto a beaſt ? 

'Yearather,; how" 0an hes become like a 


."rock,ora ſtone, ſorſenſeles, as when he: 
v1hidl-thihktupety the wiſliffettSlefnd'ttn-- 


utrerable'tormemts of Hell "whidltnever 
ſhall hay&erd,'then tiotro fear atid trem- 
ble, and'fay with himfelf thus; 'T/\amfor- 
terrain inthe way to-Ezernity, /and I know 
.hotthow foon'D miayicottieſtoinyiantheys : 


- nd 5 -I'tit'or the (irt of Frinity; and 


"far thetborronpla( pit?" BYE iF'ir (em 

-prievens and intolerable forifrthan to ye, 
' though tbur for one night, dn"a ſoft fea- 
'ther-bed;” and' fever” fleep or cloſe ' his 


| my, 
every little thiuſt-is rdy; "pune tg 
Jr. ''o- 
ſy 


eyes, but to High and//proan'for pain-in 
Is head, or any other member for the 


\ng. 2 >. - _ 
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[fr ey or for; the ſtone : If the: oy 

, ſeems long,' and' the daya great | gh tang 

' and the Sunto ſlack his bowny yet, 

as 1 faid, -he lies upon a icepaence eacher-bd 
itt] 


"and Zfhe will have "bits 


may hope to find eaſe in the dryand help ator} om 
from the Phyſ ſician, Alack! 


intolerable ſhall it be to lie night and 
ry 


in the fire, for a thouſand and a thou 

and apain, -I fay, a thouſand: years'!. How 
intolerable ſhall ir be. there to watch, to 
- hunger, cothirſt, to burn, to be tormen- 
ted exrream)y in every part, and not to 
hope for any reſt,or ſo much as a drop of 
cold warer ; but to be always in def] ur, 
. and ſoo fry and to be tortured for infinite 


7 - failliiws of 7") and tq;be_ ſo far from 


javer Bp <43== be able to ff 
of ai) 1 


es ago ment De | 
ſhall bem wc abLog than an* Chriſt, | 
hundred) mm the moſt jmitat. | 
enr that no be. be. lib. Lb 

eſt, vo con eah. 242 
bans 0 Lord, | 


=" rebuke me not in' thin anger, neither chaſte 
3 - 54 dipltaſurt:* Pale 255 7. Re 


member not the fins of my youth, nr 0 HA ; 
greſfons. Unleſs thou wilt have mercys 0 
God, I muſt needs periſh, - 


C HA P. 
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CHAP: IL. 
Why Hell is Eternal, 


[ JEre arifeth a queſtion, which is wor” 
thy to be known of all men, How 

It can be, that God; who'is good and mer- 
ciful, and - whoſe mercy is over all his 
works, ſhould notwithſtanding puniſheven 
one mortal fin, commirted, 1t may be, in 
a-moment, and in thought only ; how he 
ſhould puniſh ſuch a fin, I fay, - for all 
Eternity ; and ſo-puyiſhrit, that'it ſhall 
deſerve ſtill always'to be puniſhed: and- 
though millions of years be _ yet it: 
ſhall never be ſaid, This fm hath been- 
ſufficiently puniſhed, ir is enough, he. 
hath made fatisfation for the wicked - 
thought, by which he hath offended God. 
What then ? Hath God for- one ſm, . 
and thatin thoughr only, decreed the.pu-- 


mlſhment of everlaſting fire ? 'What equa-- 


liry is there in this, for a momentary fin, 


to appoint ah Eternal puniſhment ; Why -. 
| " | chanks | 


doth bleſſed David cry out, O give 


unto the Lord; for be is good, and his mercy - 


exdureth for fuer | Pal. 105. I; 107. Is 


218. I. 136. 1. and why dothhe repeat 


xt twenty ſeven times, if God be ſoſevere ? 


Te this S. Auguſtin, Gregory, Thomas A-- 


gvinas, and others anſwer, Thar in every 
RE VO OI mortal. 


32 The ferond Cornlderation 
mortal fin the,offenceof, its own nature 1s 
Infinite, becauſe it is an injury againſt the 
infinite Majeſty of God. Again, He that 
dycrh guilty of a-mortal fin withourrepen- 
tance, ,doth as much 'as if; he ſhould fin 
Eternally : For if he might live Eternally., 
he would ſin Eternally, : He-hath not loſt a 
wall ro fin, burife. In which to din, ſtill 
being ready;tofin,: if he might.live.ſtill; 
So he dothnot.ceaſe to fin, but.doth ceaſe 
ro live, - Further it is to be conſidered, 
That, a-damned :Perſon- can. never- make 


1o.much 3: For being an enemy,, and. not 


= 
. © » 


deed, .to fpcak truly. .can he 'be ſaid to 
pay any thing; becauſe he doth nothing, 
but.ſuffers only puniſhment, and, thar 
againſt his-will. * We will make the.mat- 
rer Jet more,plain.by a familiar. example. 
Svppoſe-a.manſhoul}d.horrowof his .nezgh- 
bour.a-thouſand Crowns, .and:for the .uſc 
tkereof makeover the rent of his houſe un- 
to him for ever. It may .be 1n: twenty 
years he may thns repay-the ſum of mao-_ 
mey .borrowed;; But what 'then,?.. bs 
ke fully chifcharged of all-the debt? .,Doth 
.there -remaim rothing to: berpaid ? The 
;princpa! remains itill-as due to be paid, 
as 
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as if there had't&en nothing. ral paid. : 
For eden an] lones,." 
although! ie * be:paid, © 


ſtill., re Yng be Iſa. 1. 
I. Ns FRA Je a , and the ma- 
by rf ito £ ak; ho all both burn to-. 
getber, aud non? ſha quizch' them. 
Shttorihs f teports. of T -Treewron Set. . 
ſar, that betng Petitionied 'unto 1;b, 3. 
by, a, certain offentler to'haſtett cap.'s. 
"his puniſhmenr,and ro pranthim 
a6 e<dy diſpatch, he” made him this: 
anſwer , Nonaum tetum in gratiam 'redii, 
. Stay Sir, 7ou 4nd T are not yet friends. 
[Chriſt is a moſt Aus age; no yet no. 
Tiberius: Ahd'y erif one 6f- the damihned 
afrer a odtanil years biirning in Hell 
ſhould, beg and-intrear for'a ſpeedy death, 
he would atifiver after the ſame nidriter, 
Nondiim techin in gratiam 'redii, Stay, Tos. 
and T are not yet friends. If aftera'thou-. 
find. years more. he ſhould ask the' ſame- 
'thing,. he ſhould teteive the fame anſwer, 
on un 'ticimm in gratianm "redti, Stdy, Tou 
and T_ are vor yet friends. © 1 after 'an him- 
'dred thouſind: years: Fer mere, yea" mil- 
"lions 6b years, he ſhould -ask again, on. 
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ity Fes | as 
Hy Brkt hg. C ig e fo. 
lowed no ſerious or true repentance. Thou 
baſt ſet at nought all my counſil, and wouldeſt 
none of my re Proof Thau baſt hated in- 
 ſirultion, and baſt caſt my words behind thie, 
Prov. 1. 25. Plal. $0. 17. Eat therefore 
the fruit of thine own ways, and be filled 
with thy own counſels. Prov. 1-26. will 
laugh at thy deſtruction for ever : neither 
- ſhall my juſtice after infinite ages give thee 
any —_— but this. Nondum Zecum in gra- 
tiam redii, Stay, Tou and T are not yet 
friends. O God which art in heaven! O 
fm which throweſt men headlong into hel, 
the hell of torments,And 1 into the bottom- 
eſs pit of Eternal pain ! But righteous art 
box, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments. 
Pal, 119. 137- Juſt and right h is, that 
; he which would not by geomygt AC- 
oe. of mercy when ic was offered, 
ſhould by puniſhment be "rormemrol, 
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upon Eternity, 35 © 


.and. have juſtice. without- mercy for e- 


Ver, 


CHAP. 1: 
drawn from Netwtte. 4, 
26" confider further: upon Eternity, 


Other motives. tothe conſideration of Eternity, 


' Thireare found hor Bathsin.certain'Moun- 
rains and Rocks, whoſe waters 1n running 


make ſuch a noiſe and murmuring, that 
the diſeaſed'perſonsrhat reſort thither for 
cure, if at that entrance into the Batb, 
they do but imagine they hear muſical-in- 
ſtraments,and an harmonious conſort,they 
have theirears ſo dulled with the continual 
noiſe thereof,that the mufick which art firſt 
was ſweet unto them, . becomes art length, 
by their imagination working upon 1t, ve- 
ry loathſome, and a torment unto them : 
Butif they imagine they hear a Drum, or 
aty other loud ſounding inſtrumenr;theyat 
length grow almoſt mad with the noiſe 
thereof daily moleſting & troubling them. 
From whence alſo we are led, as it were 
by the _ to the repre of ra 
my, weeping and wailing, ye 
and crying which is heard at the firſt en- 
tranceof Hells mouth under thoſe infernal 
moun- 
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ment the damned without end, and beno 


'whir-mitigated 'by time and-long-ſufter- 
ance. But on the contrary-the Bleſſed 1n 


Heaven ſhall without wearineſs hear the. 


Thrice Holy "ang, *Holy, ' Holy, "Hoy'; "yea, 
and the more they hear; the midfethey 
ſhall'be delighted | 

Chriſt inthis Conferexice-with the Warttan 
of Samaria,” makes often mention-of. Eter- 


nity, and life everlaſtirig. -Whoſoever drink- 


eth: of the watey:rhat 1 {hell give, bim,-ſball 
ever thirſt : But: the 'wattr- that I-lhall give 
-him, ſhall be'#n bim-a-well: of water, ſpriug- 
Sag up unto roerlaſting life,: John 4+"; 14. '1 


woutd wedid thirſt-with the woman of Sa-- 


'maria after ' thoſe 'witets. and earneſtly 


pray: for: they : 0 Lord:give me of this wa- 


ter, that 11 thirſtnet, John 4.x g.* Giyeme, 
©Ccthmiſt, though but. drop of this-water, 


thatſis, fone thirf-and fefire-after -Efrrnal 


life.” Jn the-yedrafterche Nativity ofour 


Lord fourſcore and one- (as'Suetopins,Dion, 


and iPlinizs Secundys tell-at-large!) on the 
firft day ' of November, -abour ſeven of the 


clock, at che mountain Veſuvins in Gam- 


patia, there was an hornble'eruption--of 
fire, )before: which there went anmunuſual 
drought,and:grievouscarthiquakes./There 
was ulſorheardinome winder &earth;-as af -1t 


tad:'been thunder. The ſea roared and. 


mage 


mountains ſhall never ceaſe, but ſhall jor- 


with the ſound1 & . 
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made 4 noiſe; the heavenithundered as if 
mountains had in confli&-met ' together; . 
. great ſtones were ſeen. to fall; the air was 
filled' with ſmoak.and fire mjxt-together; 
the Sun did hide hishead. -Whereupon it 
was thought by oor that-rhe. world was 


that the laſt day was 
come, wherem all: ſhould ibe conſumed 
with fire : For there was ſuch abundance 
of-aſhes ſcattered up and-.down-over.land 
andiſea, -and-in-the ,air, that there was 
much;hurt,done:amongſt men and cattle, 
and in-the fields, 1that-fiſh and fowl were 
deſtroyed, that-two-cities, -theiname- of 
the one was 'Herculanum, :and-the:name pf 


the other Pompeii, were -utterly! ruined. 


Theſe and-ſuch other like: Caverns'in the 


earth, with -Precijicess and: fiery-monntdins 


always flaming, |but orgy out; are 
lively examplesgiven-us/by Godztoput-us © 


1n-mintd of the-fire of Hell, in iwhich: the 
bodies of the curſed ſhall he always burn- 


18g, butnever be burnt que, Concerning 
this you may read [7irtulli- | 
an, -Minutius, and Pacian. Tertul, Apol. 
See, O man;how provident- £c.48. Minut. 
ly even Nature her ſelf doth #7 of. Paci- 
go befbre thee, and as it av. De pw- 
were lead thee by the hand nitert, & 
to the contemplation of E- confeſſ. 
bernity. 
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muſter'elong f 


and that Eternal. 
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To conclude, this Time of ours carrieth 


with it ſome ſign and print of Eternity, 


Nature fain would have us learn the thing 
fignified by the ſign, and take a ſcantling 
of Eternity by' the little module and mea- 

ſure of time. Ir is the ny, 


In Sent.” of St. Auguſtine, This is the dife 
(en. 270. - ference between things Temporal 


and Eterna! ; We love things 
Temporal more before we have them, and 
eſteem rhem not ſo nuch when we have 


[them - for the ſoul cannot be ſatisfied but 


with true and ſecure Eternity, and joy 


which 1s Eternal and incorruptible. But 
things Eternal, when they are acually 


poſſeſſed.are much more loved than before 


when they were only deſired and hoped 


for : For neither could Faith believe, nor 


" Hope expe& ſo much as Charity -and Love 


ſhall find when once we ſhall be admitted 
to poſſeſſion, Why then doth nor earth 
ſeem vile in our 216] eſpecially when we 

ke it ? And why do we 
not with ardent defire lifr up our eyes to 
Heaven where we ſhall inhert a Kingdom, 
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Whereis the old Romans principally placed 
their Eternity. 


Linius Secundus thought Epift. 2. 
P thoſe men happy, which ad Tat. 
4 -either did things worthy , 
to'bewrote; or wrote things worthy to be 
read ; but thoſe men of all moſt Happy, 
- which "could 'do both. So the Romavs 
thought they might rhree manner of ways 
etermze their fame, and tranſmit their 
names unto poſterity, Firſt they wrote 
—_ excelſent things 3 mary excellent in- . 
deed, but not . all, not all' chaſt,:nor._all 
holy : They commitred ro writing their 
own blemiſhes, their diſhoneſt loves,” and 
- filthyluſts; But this was no honeſt or Kings 
' high way to Eternity. How many books 
have died before their Authors,and accor- 


_ ding to Plato,have been like unto the y_ | 
< ens 
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dens of Adonzs : as ſoon dead as ſprung up! 
They pleaſed not long which quickly plea- 
fed, Bur ſuppoſe the books of all the Ro- 
mans ſhould out-live time, and be always 
extant, . and expoſed to publick view, yet 
they ſhould nor be able to give life unto 
tneir Authors. 

Again, the Romans did not only write, 
bur alſo did many brave works worthy to 
be recorded by the pens of eloquent and 


-tearned men, and theſe works were of di- . 


vers kinds. They ſought Eternityin many 
_ things, but found it in nothing, as we are 
taught to believe. They were great (we 
donor deny it) in civil and warltke aftairs, 
at home and abroad :: admirable for. their 
Skill in Arts and Sciences : Magnificent 
and profuſe in ſetting forth ſhews, and be- 
ftowing gifts: wonderful even. to aſtoniſh- 
. ment for ſtately Buildings, Tombs, Vaults, 
Monuments and Statues, as you may gueſs 
by theſe few parciculars,which I will brief- 
Iy run over. LON, 
_.. Auguſtus, in his own name, . and ar his 
own. proper charges, ſet forth Plays and 
. Games four and twenty times, and ar rhe 
charge of thecommon Treaſury,three.and 


ewenty times : and never a one of thoſe 


coſt him under two Millions and five Hun- 
dred Thouſand Crowns ; and this ſo great 
a.fum of. money, I ſay, was all laid. our 


upon 
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upon one ſhew. The very meaneſt and 
yup that ever Auguſtxs ſer forth,came 


toa Million two Hundred and fifty Thou- 
ſand Crowns.. 


: Nero guilded over the whole Theatre; 
the Ornaments of the tyring houſe and 
Comical implements he made all of gold : 
To theſe you may add ſquare pieces of 
wood or wooden Lots ſcattered. 
the people, which had for their Inſcripti- 


| ons, whole houſes, fields, grounds, farms, 


ſlaves, ſervants, beaſts, great ſums of fil- 
ver, and many times jewels a great num- 
ber: To whoſoevers lot fell any one of 
theſe,he preſently received according to 
the inſcription. 

The ſame Nero for a Donative toa com- 
mon ſoldier, commanded to be told rwo 
hundred and fifty thouſand crowns. 

Agrippina ( Nero's mother ) cauſed the 
lkeſum of money tobe laid upon a Table, 
thereby ſecretly _— and labour- 
ing to reſtrain her ſons profuſeneſs. Where- 
upon Nero perceiving that he was touchr, 
commanded another ſum to be added as 
great as the former, and faid thus, Neſci- 
tham me tam parum dediſſe, I forgot my ſelf 


Nin giving ſo little. 


. The ſame Nero entertained ar Rome for 
nine moneths together King T iridates, and 
nas every day at coſt for him twenty _ 
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ſahd Crowns, which came in nine months 
ro five millions and forty thouſandCrowns, / 
And athis departure he gave himfor'a Vi" 
aticum, or to ſpend by the way, two-mil- Btu 
lons-and an half,” What ſhould I tell £ ve 
you of-their ſtately and magnificent buit-' FM, 
dings ?. b 
Caligula the Emperour made a - bridge- Fto 
over an Arm of the Sea , three Miles 
long. == EA . » 407 
- There were Temples1n" Rome four hun-" 
dred twenty four,moſt of them were mag-' 
nificent. | 
. Domitian ſpent upon theſole guilding of 
the Capitol, ſeven millions. Co 
On the ſtairs of the Amphitheater, which- i 
were made all of ſtone, there might-ſit ve- 
ry-conveniently, fourſcore and feven thou- 
ſand ſpeRartors'; above, there might ſtand” rc! 
round about twelve thouſand. In all four- 
ſcore and nineteen thouſand. 
'Befides many others, there were twelve Þnig| 
publick Barhs made by theEmperor,where'Fher 
men might bathe gratzs. ne 4 
In-the hor Bathes of Artoninus, there-Fher 
were of poliſhed ſtone one thouſand andiFt. 1s: 
{1x hundred ſeats; and there might ſo ma Þ!:th 
ny men bathe themſelves very conven-l| C!: 
ently. | FI Gs! 
Tn'the Bath-of Hetraſcus; as Plinydaich; Fad. t 
all was of filver; the paſſages for the wa-Fuen! 
ry tcT, 
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g© |] ter; the lips of.che Bath, and the very floor - 
{/ Nit lf. -- Bur I pa roother things.., 
5 Ar Romethere werealmoſt.as- many Sra-: 
i Ytues;as men, of. no. worſe,matter than.fil- 
ver-and;gold.befide infinite others of Braſs, 
EMasble, and Ivory. 
Dymitian had one of :Gold jn the Capj- 
. Ytol,.of an hundred:poynd. weight. 
Commodys and Claudius had, alſo Statues 
': Rof Gold, each- of chem, being of. a thou-- . 
> Rap pound. weight»: Claudius had. allo, in... 
| the place at; Rome called, Reſirg, -anather.,. 
Yof Silver... Hereypen there was a, certain, 
1 YOHeer- appointed,., wha was called the... 
ount:of Rome, on.-whom. there attended 
ha great. many ſoldiers continually to guard. 
and look to the great number of Statues. 
The way -which is called Appia, will ex- 
 ſerciſe a nimble foorman five-day in run«. 
ing it,over, It reached 1n length,  trom 
Wome to.C apud. 3 ſo-broadthat rwo Coaches. 
ve Fnight meer, and nevyer-trquble . one ano- 
re Fher; ſo ſolid and firm, as. if it were all of - 
ne ſtone, in no place looſe or broken up.. 
re-Wſhere were alſo more ways like unto this. 
Aﬀ.1s.1ncredible whas gaodAuchors:dowrite 
-Pf-cheir Contlyits apd Aquadutts. 
1- | Claudius the Emper our beftawed about. 
. Poe, ſeven Millions of. Goid:.and.Aa balk; .. 
Fd. there. were maintained fix hugdred:. 
Fen:with the only. Forging amd Jookingto 
ie 
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che waters. Theſe were great works in- - 
deed, butthe Authors thereof in-part de- 
ſerved reprehenſion for their immoderate 
profuſeneſls. There was at Rome one- 
ching that ſurpaſſed their ſtately builds 
ings, but (as for name, to ſay no worſe, 
and toſpare your cars) diſhonourable,and 
not fit to be named, —_ had certain 
Vaults under earth built with arches, you 
may call them the ſinks of the Ciry (they 
called them Cloecas)- running with water, 
to _ away.all rhe filth of the City. Of 
theſe there were ſo many, ſo large, and 


| 
| 
| 
| 1 
ſo long, that you may well reckon themj £ 
amongſt the wonders of the world. IN £ 
need not inſtance any more : theſe which © 
T have named are ſufficient. He that is} v 
any thing converſant in Hiſtories, or hath | t! 
heard of the great power and wealth of | w 
the Romans in former ages, will cafily f! 
believe my relation : if he will not believe] » 
me, let him believe the teſtimony of Su} th 
tonins, Dion, Caſſius, Pliny, Livy, and *% 
others that have wrote of the Roman mo- 
numents. 
Theſe things which T have reckoned up, 
are very 'laudable in themſelves. But 


they governed their Commonwealth of Oy 
prudently, that in war for the moſt part Au 
they were unconquerable, for Arts al l 


Sciences excellent, for Virme illuſtrious; 
it- 
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inſomuch, that Cynezs an Ambaſſador ſent 
from Pyrrbus, a very eloquent and intel- 
ligent man, when he had all in vain folict- 
ted the Ciry to make a League with his 
Lord and Maſter, - which League could 
not ſtand with the honour of the Romans,. 
upon his return told the Ring, Thar he 
thought the City to be a T:mple, and all the 
Smators, Kings. Hercin the Romays were 
highly to be commended : but in this 
they were much overſeen (though other- 
wiſe very prudent men) in placing their 
Efyrnity in ſuch things as neither could 
give unto them nor had in themſelves 
Eternity. Tf the Romans had made choice 
of Saint Auguſtine for*their guide in the 
way to Eternity, he would have ſhewed 
them-a more certain and readier way. -For 
what ſaith he ? We do not account theſt Em- 
perours happy which have reigned long, or 
-which have often triumphed as Conquerors over 
their Enemies, or which have treaſured up 
much wealth. Theſe things often happen to 
thoſe that have no right or title to the King- 
dom which zs Eternal. Who then in Saint 
Augnſtines opinion are to be accounted 
truly happy ? Hearken, O ye Emperours, 
Oye Kings and Princes : You ſhall inSaint 
Angvſtines ſenſe obtain true and Eternathap- 
pl by the obſervation-of theſe Rules 
lowing. £ 

| B 1.The 


|  I+ The Rule of Fuſtice. By ruling juſk, 
ly, and hating the very vizard and paint- 
ed face of injuſtice. ” 

'2+ The Rule of Modeſty. By not being 
Puffed up by the vain applauſes, acclama- 
tions and titles of honour, but by remem- 
bring your ſelvesto be but men. - 


'3. The Rule of the Fear and Love of 


God, By propagating by all means the 
rrue Worlhip , God z by ſubjecting all 
humane power to his Divine Majeſty ; by 
ſerving him in fear and love. | Py 
4+ The Defrre of Heaven. By ſetting 
.your loveand affe&ion upon the Kingdom 
which is Eternal, where one ſhall not envy 
anothers power. | 
s. The Rule of Facility, and veadingf 
to forgive, By being ſwift to forgive, and 
flow to puniſh, but when the glory of Gog, 
and the neceſlity of the Commonwealth 
calleth for it. 
6. Mercy and Libexality. By temper- 


ing the ſeverity of rhe Laws by the Oy! 


of Mercy, and the ſweet odour of bene- 
ficency. 


7, Continency. By not giving the reis ; 


to Luxury, but by bridling your apperits 

and wenn L wo ; and the more bbs 

" ty you have, the leſs abuſing it unto Ie 

.centiouſneſs. . WY 

©. 8. Moderation of Paſſions. By chooſing 
| ra 
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rather to get the conqueſt over -evil Paſ- 
fions , than by dominecring over Na- 
tions. LS RS ans 

| $- The ſtudy of Hunility and Prayer. 
'By doing all theſe, yort for yain-glory,bur 
for the glory of God, and the attainment 
of Eternal felicity : and again, by never 
- neglecting that moſt noble ſacrifice of 

Humility and Prayer. | FH 
__ Theſe Rules or :Laws hath: Saing, Au- 
 g:ſtine fixed upon the double-gares; of the 
world, are a glaſs fit for Prineex; to. look 
into, But, O' ye Romans, how far have 
ye gone aſtray from the way that leadezh 
unto. the gates whereon theſe Laws are - - 
fixed! Not to ſpeak of other things, you 
haveinſtead of one and the only true God, 
brought in innumerable others. to wor- 
ſkip them which are no Gods, For Rowe 
ſeemed to make it a great matter of, Relj- 
gion, to refuſe no falſity ; and when. ſhe 
ruleſt almoſt over all nations, to ſerveand 
- follow.the errors of all Nations. 

But to let theſe things paſs alſo. : how 
vain and ridiculous a thing is it for them, 
- toleave behind them all rheir Eternity.in 
Varchments: and Papers, in Marble ayd 
other Stone, .in_ Theaters and Pyramids, 
in Monuments and Tombs | What is now 
.become of their Eternity which was ſome- 
ume carved in Stone ? The ſame hath 
D 2 hapned 


, 
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| hapned unto Rome, which alſo befell 7e. 
ruſalem, The Diſciples pointing at the 
' buildings of the Temple-at 7eruſalem, faid 
unto our Saviour Chriſt, Maſter, See what 


manner of Stones, and what buildings art” 


bere! Mark 13. 1. Whereupon Chriſt an- 
ſwered and ſaid, Set ye all theſe buildings? 
Perily T ſay unto you, there jhall not be leſt 
bere one flone upon another, that (ball not be 
thrown down, Matth. 24. 2. | So thereis 
nothing Eternal in this world. And where 
' is now old Rome ? If this queſtion be de- 
- manded : the anſwer may be this, Here it 
was. Where are they that built it ? Thy 
are dead and gone. There is not ſo much 
-as their alhes left of them. Andere long we 
- muſt all go the ſame way, become like a 
: ſhadow, return unto duſt, and be refol- 
"ved into nothing. Oh the poor and mean 
- condition of mortal men, even at the 
- greateſt ! Oh the inſtability and frailcy of 
-the ſtrongeſt men, even in the prime of 
'all their ſtrength ! For what is now be- 
. come of all rhoſe things, or where are 
they ? they are quite vaniſhed away. Where 
3s their money, which they heaped up be- 
yond belief ? "ts ſcattered abroad. Where 
are their ſtately and lofty buildings ? thy 
, are not to beſeen. Such are all rhings elle, 
though to us they ſeem never ſo great, no- 
thing elſe but a meer ſhadow,and a mu 
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if they be compared with Eternity, and - 
thoſe things which are Eternal. The foun- 
dation on-which rhe whole fab:ick of va- 
niſhing glory 1s ſet up, 1s roo weak and . * 
mouldering. and made bur of Clay, Stone 
ahd Marble cannot be ingraven with Cha- 
raters and Inſcriptions of Eternity. Well 
fairh Lafantius, The works of mortal men 
are mortal. That there was a Babylon, a : 
Troy, a Carts1ge, and. a Rome, we. be- 
lieve : Bur if we will believe no more than 
we ſee,there be ſcarce.any reliques or ruj- - 
nous. parts of them remaining. to per- - 
ſwade us rhar there were ſuch Cities. So 
the ſeven wonders of rhe world, fo Nero's 
golden Palace, Diocletian's hor Baths, Ar- 
tmius his Baths, Severss.his Septizonium,- 
Falias his Coloſſus, Pompry's Amphithea-. 
ter, have no footſtep or print of them: 
remaining z no, ſcarce upon record, or 
regiſtred 'in Books. And how far have- 
all of theſe come ſhort of Eternity; 
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How far the Romans hav? gene ajtray ſrum* 
the true way of Eternity. 


T- Nazareth, in a certain Conclave, 

'A called by the name of the bletſed- 
Virgin;there 1s 1n one place mention made 
2 HI- 2 
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of a Kingdom, Of wbich Kingdom there (hall © 


be no end,Luk. 1.33.Such was not the Ring- 
dom of Solomon : for that laſted but four 


hundred years,even to theCaptivity of Ba--- 
bylon.Such was not the Kingdom of the-Ay- - 


#415,neither of the Perſians,nor yer of the 


Grecians, For where are now thoſe King-. 
doms in former times moſt flouriſhing ?. 


Whereare thoſe moſt ancient Monarchies; 
How great was Nebachadnezgar 1n Chaldea 


and Syria-and after him Bel hazzar ? From: 
them rhe Scepter was tranſlated unto the. 


AMedes and Perſeans, to Cyrus and Darius, 


Neither continued it there long. From. 


thence it was tranſlated into Greece, to 4- 
{zxander.furnamed the Great, King of Ma- 


ceion, for a long time moſt vitorious and. 


forrunate.But as warlike yalour decayed,ſo 


forrune failed, And ſothe Scepter was tran-, 
flared into Ttaly to Fulius Ceſar, and Ofta-. 
vianus Auguſius, What 1s become of all. 


theſe Kings ? Where are they ? But thou,0 


Chriſtian man.ſeek that Kingdom,0f which 


Kinedom there ſhall be no end. Numanthiay 
£thens, Carthage, and Sparta, all are come 
to an end.they are utterly periſhed. But as 
for the Kingdom which 1s above, Of that 
there (hall be no end. The King that ruleth 
there 1s Eternal, and thoſe that live in that 
Kingdom are E/ernal. The Lord ſhall reign 


for ever and ever, Kx0d, 15.14 On which: 


words, 
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Lord ſhatl reign for ever and ever? Tea, he 
ſhall reign for ever and ever, and beyond that 
too, Say what thou canſt, thon ſhalt ſtill 
come ſhort of the durarion of his King- 
dom : the Prophet will ſtill add ſomthing; 
as for example, after ſor ever, yet more, and 
ger, or, beyond that too. And yert,faith Idore, 
though this Kingdom be Eternal, though 
inftnite.though every way bleſſed. thoughir 
be promiſed to us, not a word of that. For 
what man 1s there of -a thouſand that 
ſpends the leaſt part of a day in medita-- 
ting upon that? that ever once makes 
mention of that ? that ever inſtruas his 
wife, his children, and his ſervants con- 
cerning that ? We prattle much of all 
other thatifs £ but as for heaven there is 
ſcarce any mention made of that z or if. 
there be, ſurely it 1s very rare. In ſet- 
ting forth rhe commendation of his own 
Country, every man 1s a nimble-tongued 
Orator : Bur as for that which 1s our true 
Country indeed, we bluſh and are almoſt 
aſhamed, being roo modeſt in commend- - 
ing that, For it1s come to paſs in theſe 
days, by the diſuſe of holy conference, 
that men think themſelves not witty nor- 
facete enough, unleſs they ſpeak idle and 
unprofitable words, and make fool:ſh 
jeſts : nay that is not all, unleſs their 
| D4 checks 
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cheeks ſwell, and their lips run over with 
airhy and. unſavoury tpeeches. Oh ! This 


iS £O go aitray cuite out of rhe way. But 
let our hearts and mourhs be filled. with 
rne praiſe and deſire of- things Eternal ; let 
our thoughts and words always run after 
tm ; we have no otner way to true plo- 
ry, 5ut 11155 and there 15 no true glory, 
bur that winch 15 Eternad. 

The chi£f Prictts and the Pharifces a- 
manzft the Jews, to overcirow Chriſts 
power (as tiey thought) and to eternize 
thejr politick Goverament , aitlembled 
themſelves together jt: Councel' : and by 
their fooliſh wiſdom (as it proved) made 

Decrees to their own hurt. Ele- 

Anguft. . gantly ſpeaketh S. efuguftine of 

them , Conſulting atld* Delibe- 

rating together in full-Court : The chief 

Prieſts. ſaith he, and the Phariſees took 

6cunſel rogether what they ſhould do for 

their own good.and yet they ſaid not, Lt, 

25 belitt;e, The wicked and ungodly men 

ſought more how to hurt and to deſtroy, 
than how toprovide for their own ſecurity, 

chart they might be ſaved. And yet they 

werein Harp" in counſel : For they ſaid, 
What do we ? For this man doth many Mira- 

cles. If we let bim thus alone, all men will, 
belicue on him. And the Romans [hall 
come, and take away both our Place and 
; Nation. 
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Nation, Joh. 11. 47, 48. They were 
afraid to loſe things Temporal, ,atid never 


* thoughr upon he life which W Eternal + | 


and fo they loſt both. Such 1s che vanity, 
and affe&ed mockery of our fooliſh cogi- - 
tations, Whar are we ? and whariis all 
that we call ours? To day we flouriſh like 
a flower, we are well ſpoken of,we pleaſe, 
and are in favour with men : But (alas !) 
to morrow our flower will fade, we ſhall 
be 111 ſpoken of, and our of favour with 
God and man : man, whom hitherto we 
pleaſed; and God, ghom we never ſtu- 
died for to pleaſe. We 'negle& Heaven, 
and keep not carth : We get not the.fa- - 
vour of God, and loſe the worlds favour. 
And: ſo we -are- moſt deptorately. miſera- - 
ble, anddeſticure on both fides Ifdeath | 
would bur ſpare thoſe that are the happy 
ones of this world, it may be they-might 
find here ſome glory : ſome, I ſay, ſuch - 
asit is 3 for there 1s none true but that : 
which is in heaven, and Eternal. ' But 
( alas! ) death ſpares no man 3 ſees in | 
the dark, and is not ſeen; and watches 
his time when he may-ſer upon-us, when - 
we think not of him.. What ſhall-become . 
of us? whither will he carry. us, if here we - 
have lived wickedly? To the barof Chrifts 
judgment, and from thence to the pit of - 
Hell : and from -thence there-1s no. re- - 

D 5s demp:ton ., 


- demption.. Nobility from thence ſets no 
man freE&z, Power delivers no, man. The 
applauſe& men formerly given, yields 
there no- comfort, Let us here-ſeek the 
favour of God and hjs glory. That 15 the 
true glory which is got by the ſhunning of 
vain glory : and there jsno true glory but 
that which 1s Eternal. / | 

Salomon in the Proverbs deſcri- 


Provo beth Wiſdom like a Queen, at- | 


3. 13. tended by two waiting-maids, E- 
ternity and Glory; thefirſt on the 
right hand, the ſecogd on rhe left, Gloryis 
nothing worth, if there be not joyned with 
It Eternity; that-which all we. Chriſtians 
do expect. - For bere we have no continuing 
City, but we ſee one to come, Eternal in the 
heaquens. The righteous ſhall be bad in ever- 
lafting remembrance, Heb. 13. 14+. 2 COr. 5. 
I. Plal. 112. 6. = give an nes to a 
poer man, to moderate a greedy appe- 
tite, to reſiſt an enemy-of ace, LOA 
are worss that require not much pains,or 
time for che doing : and yet the remem- 
brancc-of theſe, together with their re- 
ward, ſhall be Etna, What a ſmall 
thing was it that Mary Magdalene beſtow- 
_ed ypow our Savicurs feet ! How quickly 
had ſheidene it ! And yet it is made known 
tbroughont the whole world, Matth. 26. 13+ 
Some others, it may he, would have _ 
mire 
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mired ther things in her, her cherry 
cheeks, her comely countenance , the 
pleaſant flower ' of her youth; her rare 
grace, her great riches, her affability and 
courtelie, - and fuch like. Theſe were not 
the things whichChriſt commends in her ; 
bur it was the office which ſhe prom: 
unto his feer. The thing it ſelf was not 
great : and yet it was a means-to procure 


for her Eternal glory, and a never dying 


name. .: It ſhall be preached throughout the 
whole-world-: This is the Teſtimony . of 
Chriſt. This work of hers was not.engra- 
ven in marble, nor. caſt in braſs, nor pro- 
mulged in the Market place, nor /pro-- 
claimed with a Drum anda Trumpet : and- 


yet it hath continued for a memorial of. 


r to this day, and ſo ſhall for ever, and. 
It ſhaſl be preathed throughout the whole - 
world, If you conſider the A/7ion it ſelf, 
Fudas Tearigt the coverous Purſe-bearer- 
found fault with it : Simon the ſwelling. 
and proud Phariſee condemned it : If the - 
matter, it was but an Ointment, at the. 
moſt-nar worth above thirty ſmall pieces 
of gold : If the place; it was private ; If. 
the witneſſes preſent 3 they were but few : 
If the perſon.; ſhe was a woman, and one 
infamous : 'And yet for all theſe, It ſhall 
be preached thraughout * the whole world. 
How many Emperors have gray 4 

oloure,. 
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Colours diſplayed, their viRorious and 
triumphant Eagles, and ſet up their Stan- 
dards in their Enemies Camp ! How ma- 
ny warlike Captains have led popular Ar- 
mies, and commanded them worthily ! 
How many provident - Governours have 
ruled their people very wiſely ! How ma-. 
ny Kings have erected rare Monuments, 
and Statues, and builr Caſtles and Ciries! 
How many learned men have wafted their 
brains in new Inventions, and have like 
Chymicks, diſtilled them into - Receivers 
of Paper! And towhat end all this ? To 
keep their names in continual remem- 
brance, and to be recorded amongſt wor- 
thy and memorable men. And yet not- 
withſtanding they lodge in the bed of f1- 
jence,and lie buried in the grave of oblivi- 
en.Burt one good work that the righteous 
doth, fhall be had in everlaſting remem- 
\ brance : Time and envy ſhall never de- 
face and conceal it ; the wiſeſt men, 
Captains, Prelates, and Kings themſelves, 
ſhall with reverence read and hear it. ' 
0 It fhail be preached throughout *the wholt 
. world. 

The only way then ro immortality and 
true Etermty 1s, tolive well, and fo to die 
well. Go to now, ye Romans, if ye will 
teek Eternity in Starues and Marble monu- 
ments : bur you ſhall never hy - 

| or 


for my part will wiſh rather with St. Hie- 
rome, 1n the life of Paul the Eremite, Oh 
remember, ſaith he, Hirrome a ſinner, 
who if God had given him the choice, 
would have preferred the poor cloak of 
Paxl wich his good works before the Scar- 
let robes of Kings with their Kingdoms, 


\ Let us Chriſtians here, whileſt we have 


I". 


time, makeover our riches; for fear leſt 
we loſe them, ler us ſend them before us 
into another world : Heaven ſtands open, 


ready to receive them. We need not doubt. 
of the' ſafe carriage : the Carriers are ve- 


ry faithful and truſty; but they are the 
poor and needy of this world, We make 
over unto them here by way of exchange a 
few things of little value, being to receive 
in heaven an exceeding: Eternal n—_—_ 
glory, 2 Cor. 4. 175. For ſo hath Chrif: 

promiſed upon the pertormance of this 
precept. T:ſay unto you, Make to your ſelves 
friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs : that 
when ye fail, they may receive you into tutr- 
laſting babit ations. Bur letus paſs from:the 
Romans unto others. . 
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CHAP. II 


A. better way than the former which the Ro- 
mans followed to Eternity. 


Dit King of the Perſians, moſt 


notable for his flaughter, had in 
his Army ten thouſand Perſians, which 


he therefore called 1mmortal 
Cel. (as Celius Rhodiginus 1nterpre- 
Rho- reth ic) not becauſe he thought 
figin, they ſhould never die, -( for 
lib. 8. whereare there any ſuch?) bur 
cap. 2. | becauſe as: any of the number 
& 1.25, was diminiſhed by ſword or fick- 
cop. 1, neſs, it was preſently made up; 

fo that. ſtill there was meither 
more nor leſs than ten thouſagd. Thus 
Darius framed unto himſelf a kind of im- 


mortality and Eternity : But (alas!) it 


was a very ſhort one; for within a. letle 
ſpace, he and all his Army utterly periſh- 


ed. The Preſadents and Princes aſſembled 


together unto Darizs, and ſaid thus unto 
him, King Darius, Live for ever, Dan. 6. 6. 
Alas, How vain was this wiſh, and how 
ſhort this Eternity? We live but ſeventy 
or eighty years at the moſt : we are. but 
in-a dream, if we think to live here for: 
ever. Not without cauſe therefore .X?r xes, 
(when for the conquering and ſubjugating 
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Greece ( as Herodotus reports.) he carried 


with him out of Aſia two great Armies 
both by Sea and Land (in number three 
and twenty hundred thoufand, ſeventeen 
thouſand, and fix hundred, beſides, others 
that attended upon Souldiers) upon a day 
taking his m__ from a Mountain, and 
beholding his Souldiers, fell .a weeping : 
and being asked the reaſon why, He ſaid 
it was, becauſe after a matter of fifty or 
ſixty years, of ſo many hundred thouſand 
men ſo ele& and ſtrong, ſcarce orice ſhould 
be found alive. | | 
We may dream, and feign unto our 
ſelves, I know not what Eternities : But 


in the mean time we muſt needs die and - 


are as water ſpilt upon the ground. 2 Sat, 


14 14+ 
Another and better type of Eternity was 


found out at Conſtantinople, in the year 
of our Lord 459. The Church of Con- 
Pantinople, in the time when Gennadiys 
was Biſhop, was augmented by a new and 
noble foundation of a Monaſtery of Ace- 
mts dedicated to Saint I Baptiſt. 
Theſe Aczmets were ſo called for not 
ſleeping, becauſe they were never all at 
once to ſleep, bur ſtill to be exerciſed in 
their courſe night and day in finging 
praiſes unto' God, Theſe- Acemets were 


_ divided after this manner into three com- 
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Panic : ſo that when the firſt compa- 


ny had made an end of ſinging divine 
praiſes, the ſecond ſhould begin; and 
when.the ſecond had made an end, the 
third. ſhould . begin. - By means of this 


godly inſticution, the City had in ſome. 


ort heaven within ir ſelf always ſounding 
with the praiſes of God; or at leaſt a 
Type or Repreſentation of the Eternity 
1n rub where God ſhall be praiſed 
for all Eternity, with great delight and 
- cheecfulneſs, and without all wearinefs. 
Therefore hath the - Pſalmiſi good cauſe 
to cry out, Bleſſed are they which dwell in 
thy houſe, they will F<. be praiſmg Thee, 
Plal. 84. 4+ Then ſhall all the bleſſed 
ſay, as Peter did upon the Mountain, It 

is good for us to be here, Matth. 17. 
Bernard 4 For, as St. Bernard ſpeak- 
Serm. 2. eth, Eternity 1s true riches with- 
de Om. out meaſure : but he adds this 
S.. S.. withall, It 1s not found, unleſs 

it be ſought with perſeverance. 


But how.ſhall we ſo ſeek that we may ob- 


tain it ? Hear what the good Father faith : 
By Poverty, by Meekniſs, and by Tears, 
rhere is renewed in the ſojil the ſtampand 
image of Eternity, which comprehenderh 
all times. Firſt, Poverty 1s the way to 
Eternity. Bleſſed are tht poor in ſpirit * for 
theirs.is the Kingdom of Hezven, Marth. 5. 3. 


Where . 
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Where poor men are diſperſed and forſa- 
ken, there 1s the heart and the money 
locked up together in the cheſt : Where 
money 1s expended accordipg to the rules 
of Avarice, there is no affeR or love of po- 
verty, there 1s no defire or love of Eter- 
nity. Secondly, Metknels : By Meebneſs 
we make our ſelves ſecure of things pre- 
ſent, and have an aſſurance of things 
ro come. , Bleſſed are the meck,ſor thiy ſhall 
inherit the earth, Mat. gs. & If any man ask, 


What ſhall we fay of him that is void of 


Meekneſs and Patience. that can ſcarce at 
any time ſpeak a mild word ? What gains 
he by his implacable impatience? Whar 
doth it profre him to rage and fret with in- 
dignation, to make outcries and tumults, 
to ſhew his will to do miſchief, though he 
cannot effe&t what he would 3 or to con- 
clude, to ſalute no man civilly, as if he 
were an enemy to all humanity and affa- 
bility 2 Whart ſhall we ſay of fficha man ? 
It there be any ſuch, he 1s ſure to ſuffer 
loſs of goods or good nate or both. For 
the riches which he hath, he poſſeſſeih 
not, but keeps them like a dog,whoſe pro- 
perty is to bark at a man, to tly upon him, 
and to bite him : as for his good name, 1f 
he have any, he ſhall not augment it by 
the title of impatience : and as for Hea- 
ven, he loſeth that before he hath raken 
poſſeflion 


poſſeſſion of ir. Thirdly, Tiars. For by 
weeping and mourning we redeem the 
time paſt, we recover what we prodigally 
ſpent by ſinning. - Bur this mourning and 


ſorrow muſt not laſt for an hour only, or - 


for a day : for this is nothing elſe but to 
do as he did, who at his mothers death 
pur on mourning-clothes, forced for the 
preſent a few rears, and ſo went along af- 
rer the bier,, and left her not rill he ſaw 
her buried ; but che ſame day, or the next 
day after, wiped away all tears from his 
eyes, changed his weeping into laughing, 
caſt off tis mourning clothes, and put on 
colours. This is not to mourn in good 
earneſt, to make an end of mourning ſo- 


fuddenly. Bur this we do ( alas ! PA t00- 
10 


often. To day we make publick con 

of our fins to God, and here Abſolurson ; 
we repent us of our ſins, and receive the 
haly Communion : and within a day after 
we fin agajn with delight, and wichout 
fear, and oftentimes more grievoully than 
before. We deteſt for the preſent the 
wicked courſe of our life paſt ; and we re- 


turn again to the ſame paſs. We forſwear 


the fins which we formerly committed 3 
and again the ſame day we commit the 
ſame. So with tke ſame tongue we pro- 
claim Chriſt innocent, and crucifie him 
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cf Pontius Pilate, who with ane and the 
ſame mouth did both abſolve him and 
y condemn him, confeſling that he found 29 
d canſe of deatb inhim, Luke 23. 22, 24. and 
r - | yet adjudging him to be crucified. Weare 
0 very fickle and inconſtant, but in nothing 
h more conſtant than in the repition of a 
e vicious courſe of life. Alas ! alas! we car- 
|. ny too much of the Moon, that 1s, Incon- 
V ancy in our breaſt. Sometimes we are ſo 
zealous and fo holy, that we will nor ad- 


t 

's mit of a cheerful countenance, for fear 
>, | [ct itſhould hinder our ſanctity and devo- 
n {| tion : we lcok demurely, caſting out eyes 
4 down to the ground,and knit the brows, as 
o. | being angry withour ſelves, when we find 
o- | inour ſelves the leaſt remiſsneſs or coldneſs 
n | in holy duties, Bur this ſanctity and devo- 
: | tion doth never continue long : after a 
e | while we begin to hate even piety it ſelf : 
r | and the ſtream being turned,we turn again 
t | toour former riot and intemperance 3 and 
n {| we are as ready to diflolve the knot of 
e friendſhip made betwixt God and us.as at 
- | thefirſt we wereunwilling to have it knit. 
r | Atlength Pizty, attended- with ſorrow and 
; repentance, preſents her ſelf again unto us, 
e | and pur to flight laſciviouſneſls, . unnl the 
- || time comes that we begin to ret us of 
n | our yzepentance, So we ſeldom continue 
+D 


long in,any honeſt and godly courſe, for 
| it 


—_ 
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it ſeems unco us too laborious : and at e- 
very light beck we row down the ftream of 


our former uncleanneſs. Such 1s the in- + 


conſtancy of our life. that it preſents unto 
. our minds all ſorts of pleaſures and vices, 
We make an outward ſhew of adoring vir- 
tue! bur in heart and mind we fall down 
and worthip vice ; a moſt lahorious kind 
of ſervice. This 1s not the way unto Eternity, 
unleſs jt be of puniſhment and rorments 
which ſhall have no cn1. 
 _ Let us fingle out one Chriſtian man of 
many, and ſuch a oneeſpecially as 1s moſt 
addicted to his pleaſure 3 let us carry him 
along with us tothe mouth of a Furnace 
red hot and flaming ; and rhen let us begin 
ro queſtion him after this manner : How 
much pleaſure wouldeſt rhou ask toconti- 


nue burning in this Furnace for one day ?. 


He will anſwer to this undoubtedly , 1 
would not be tormented in theſe flames 
for one day, to gain the whole world and 
all the pleaſures in the world. But let us 
propound another condition unto him. 
What reward wouldſt thou ask to endure 
this fire only for half a day? Provpount 
what reward you will, there 1s nothing ſo 
delicate.ſo precious,ſo dear unto me,which 
I would be willing tobuyat ſo dear price, 
as theſe. rorments. Bur to try once more, 


What reward and pleaſure woutdfſt wy 
as 
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ask to go into this furnace.,and to ſtaythere 
but one hour? His anſwer certainly will be 
this, Let the moſt coverous and impudent 
man in the world ask whart he can, that is 
not to be compared with the unurrerable 
and unſufferable ſcorchings and rorments 
of this fire, though they ſhould laſt but for 
one hour. If theſe anſwers be- good and 
agreeable to right reaſon, How comes it: 
to paſs, O God, that for a little gain, and 
that bur vile, for deceirfu] honour, and 
thar fugirive, for filthy pleaſures, and that 
not long, ſo many men ſq hrtle regard E- 
ternal puniſhment in Rell-fire! We can- 
not be perſwaded with any reward, no, 
though 1t be to gain a whole world to ſtay 
bur for one hour in fire Temporal: and yet, 
f eitticr gain at any time invited us, or if 
honour {milerh upon-us, or pleaſure allu- 
reth us, we never fear Hell and fire Eter- 
nal. But thou wilt ſay, I hopefor better; 
God is merciful, and his goodneſs will not 
ſuffer me to deſpair,or to be terrified with 
the fear of evil to come. Soindeed we are 
wont to ſpeak : and the words in them- 
ſelves are not impious, if our works were 
pious. Bur for the moſt part our works are 
ſuch, that if we rightly confiderthem, we 
have lictle cauſe to hope for mercy. It is a 
very dangerous-and fooliſh part, * for a man 


ta live in a conſtant courſe of ungodlinels 


and - 
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and to hope for Eternity amongſt the bleſ. 
ſed. Alas ! one fin 1s ſufficient to- con- 


demn us, Knoweſt thou not what Chriſt 
hath. threatned in the Goſpel ? Whoſoruer 


{ball ſay unto his brother, Thou fool, ſhall be 
in danger of Hell fire, Marth. 5. 22. Know- 


_ eſt thou not what Chriſt hath forbidden 2 


Whoſoever looketh upon a woman to luſt after 
her, hath committed Adultery with ber al- 
ready in his heart v. 28. Khoweſt thou not 


what Chriſt hath premoniſhed ? Not every 


one that ſaith Lord, Lord, (hall enter into th 
Kingdom of Heaum : but be which doth the 
Will of my Father which 2x in heaven. Matth. 
7. 21. Knoweſt thou nor that Chriſt ſhall 
ſhut many out of the gate ? He that loveth 
father or mother more than me, 33 not worthy 
of me: And he that tabeth not bis croſs and 
followeth aſter me, is not worthy of mh. 
Math. 10. 37,38. Knoweſt thou not what 
Chrift hath openly and plainly faid, and 
again repeated ? Many be called, but ſew 
choſen ; Matth. 20.16.& 22. Few indeed, 
yea very few. Knoweſt thou not how often 


Chriſt hath exhorted toamiendment of life? 


Except ye be converted, and become as littlt 
children, ye (hall not enter into the Kingdom 
:f Heaven, Matth. 18. 3. If thy hands or thy 
foot gffend thee, cut them off, and caſt them 
from thu : It 7s better for thee to enter into 


life, balt and maimed. rather than having 
| x two 
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two we or two ject, to be caſt into cy 
ing, fire, V. 8. Except ye repent. ye ſhal 

| likewiſe periſb, Luk. 13, 3. And not 
long after, Strive to enter in at the Rraight 
gate : for many, IT ſay .unto you, will ſeek 
to enter in, and ſhall not be able. ver. 24. 


| Knoweſt thou not how expreſly St. Paul 


recites up all thoſe things that hinder us 
from entering into that bleſſed Eternity ? 
The works of the fleh are manifeft, which 
are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, .Unclean- 
neſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry , Witchcraft, 
Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Seditions, Hereſies, Enuyings, Murders , 
Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like : of 
the which T tell you before, as I bave told 
you in time paſt, that they which do ſuc 
things, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Gol. 
Gal. $g. 19, 20, 21. Now if any man be 
pulty to himſelf of any one of theſe fins 
re reckoned up.and 1s not ſogrieved for 
t, that he ſeeks by all means poſlibleto a- 
void it for the time to come, he may fing 
to himſelf if he will, this vain;Spere,T hope, 
arl I hope : but this mans hopeis indeed 
none at all, , but mere raſhneſs and pre- 
rag a ob ro Ry ihe 
anper of ſtripes and blows, 1s anevil that 
may be born. To loſe at play an hundred 
or a thouſand Florens, is a great misfor- 
tne, bur may be endured. To — _ 
ea 
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head at ſtake, and to bring his life in dan- 
ger, is 2 bad adventure; bur at the worſt 
It is butlofs of life, and thar loſs is not of 
all other the greateſt. Bur to hazard the 
ererna! ſalvarion both of body and ſoul, by 
living at uncertainties,by hoping in words, 


and deſpairing in works, nullifying hope + 


by a wicked and ungodly life : this is the 

- moſt extreameſt of all evils : this is the 
moſt grievous misfortunes a man can fall 
into : this 15 moſt pernicious raſhnefs and 
boldneſs : this is extream folly and mad- 
neſs. Now conſider this, ye that forget God, 
left he tear you in pitces, and there be none to 
deliver you, Plat. go. 22. 


= CHAP. NI. 


That the way of Eternity is diligently and 


carefully to be ſought after. 


| ET every Chriſtian man therefore 
| , often ask himſelf, and others alſo 


which are in the place of God, this queſti- ' 


on, What ſhall I do that I may obtain 
bleſſed Eternity, or Eternal blefſednefs ? 
Am TI in-the right way that leaderh unto 
Eternity? Something I do indeed, but it 
is but very little, and not worth ſpeaking 
of, I thirſt and breath after the joys which 
are immortal and Eternal : but feware my 


works, cold and imperfe& at the beſt, and 
| alrogether 
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altogether unworthy of an Eternal reward. 
I think it long till T arrive at the haven: 
but I am afraid of the troubleſome waves 
and. tempeſts by. the way ? when as yet 
notwithſtanding thart 1s the ſafeſt and beſt 
way unto heaven,which is moſt rough and 


' narrow. This is the very Truth ir-ſelf of 


Gods mouth pronounceth, and Chriſt pro- 
claimeth, ſaying, Enter ye in at the Pratt 
gate: For wide 1s the gate, and broad is the 
way that leadeth "to deftruttion , and many 
there be (alack! too:many?) that goin thereat. 
Becauſe ſtrait 7s the gate, arid- narrow 1s the 
way which leadeth unto- life 5; md few there be 
(alack ! too few) that find "it, Marth." ty. 
13, 14, Again, Strive to enter it the 
flrait gate : For many, T ſay unto you, will ſeeb 
to enter in, and ſhall not be able; Luk. 13. 
24 Oh what a fearful word' 1s thar, 
MANY; and that FE W ! | How 
ſhould it make us tremble ! But we miſe- 
rable men deceive our ſelves, rafhly pro- 
miſing unto our felves Eternity : and yet + 
I cannot tell whether we may be more 
truly ſaid to hope, or to dream,-that we 
ſhall be reckoned amongſt thoſe few before 
mentioned. Would to God 'now, even 
nw whileſt it is the accepted time, and the 
day of ' Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2: 'we would 
have a diligent and an intent; eye .upon 
Eternity, and reaon thus with our _ : 
Alas: 


tha ſee others ſuffer ? It js nothing if. jr 
with Eternity. What if I 

ped. reckon up-as many labours and pe- 
rils'as Saint Paul himſelf did undergo, as 
-they are by him ſer downin his ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians.and the eleventh 


I. i pter? 2 Cor. Le 27 If T ſhould en- 


dure bunger and thirſt, enmitics and inju. 
ries, ficknels and poverty ? Yea more, 
what if I were ſtoned with Saint Paul, and 


121,44; Beaten with rods? What if T ſuffered ſhip | 
© 5-24, -wrack? v0 25 Allthee arenothi 


aſt Eternal. Therefore in all L 
y, 1 muſt thus think with my ſelf, I 
I I_=thalls an endof all, Plal. 1x9. 96. 
2; The Prophes Dania/ having reckoned u 
dry calamities,: at lenpth addeth the 


= 'words, Even to the time of the end: becauſt 


It 98 yet for 4 time appointed, Dan, 21. 35 
'Caime hither, come hither, all ye that are 
:inaffliction, in forrow, need, ſickneſs, vr 
any other calamity. Whydo pe drown your 
elves in your own tears? why do ye make 
your hfebirter unto you with imparience 
and complaming ? Here is comfort for 
you, great comfort drawn from the time 
of that ſuffering. Are divers calamities 
-upon you ? Be ones havea goad 
courage : they ſhall conrinue only - 

##me.z Do: ye ſuffer contumely 
| proach? 
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proach ? are ye wearied with injuries ? 
are other troubles m——_——_— you ? 
ceaſe to lament 3 all theſe laſt bur 
for a timez they ſhall nor laſt for ever; 
your fighing ſhall have an end. | 
- Tears may diftill from your eyes for 2 
ties bur ſighes and groaus ſhall nct- ariſe 
. frotn-your hearts for ever. The time 'is at- 
| hand, when you ſhall be delivered from 
all grief 3 be tranſlated unto everlaft- 
ing happineſs. This is moſt clear by that . 

in Zccleſsaſticus, A patient man wit” beay 
for a time, and afterward joy ſhall 


unto bim, Ecclus. 1. 23. But ye alſo; » 


think your ſelves the only happy-meniow :*:;."+ -- 
earth, and the darlings of the workin 
thus much, and be not proud, benkp > 


lift up your horn; All your ſeeming hap? 
= S$ (for it isno more at the beſt) hath 
ut ſhort and narrow bounds and limits, . 
and is quickly paſſed over. Your triumph- 
ns 15 but for a time; your golden dreams 
laſt but for 4 time 5, after atime, and. thar 
not long, death will command you to 
off Fortunes painted vizard, and ſtand a-: 
mong the croud, Then ſhall ye truly ap- 
pear ſo much the moreunhappy,. by how 
much the more ye ſeemed to yourſelves. 
before, in your own fooliſh-imaginations, 
moſt happy. Thereſarg-wherber ſorrow 
or joy, All is but ſafEian 


It is Eternity alone which is not concluded 
within any bounds of time. Whether 
therefore the body ſuffer or the mind;whe- 
ther we loſe riches or honours 3 whether 
our patience. be exerciſed by ſorrow. ar 
grief, cares, a# any afflitions, inward or 
outward all is but painted and momenta- 
ny, if we think upon Eterna/ puniſhments, 


For: when fifty thouſand years ſhall be . 


paſſed after the day of Judgment. there 
ſhall ſtill remain fifty thouſand Millions of 
years 3 and when thoſe likewiſe are paſſed, 
there ſha}l ſtill remain more and more, 
and yet more Millions of years, and there 


(hall never be an end. | But who rhinks . 


upon theſe things? who weighs and conſi- 
ders them well with himſelf 2 Somerimes 
we ſeem to have favour of things Erernal : 
but we-are rofled up and down with the 
Motions and thoughrs of things paſt, and 
things future ; our heart wavereth, and is 
full of vanity. Who will cſtabliſh it, and 
ſet it in a ſure place, that it may ſtand a 
while, and ſtanding admire, and admi- 
ring be raviſht with the ſplendor of Erer- 

Yity, which always ſtands, and 
Auguſt, never paſſerh away ? Well did 
lib. 11. Myrogenes , When; Enflathins 
conf. Archbiſhop of Zeruſa/em.-ſent 
cap. 11. gifts unto him, - he, did very 


well, I fay, in refuſing them-, 


and 
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and ſaying, Do but one —_ me, On- 
ly pray for me, that I may be delivered 
from Eternal torment. Neither 

wasTully out of the way when he Til. 
faid, No humane thing can ſeem Tyſs. 
ereat unto a wiſe man,who hath queſt. 
the knowledg of all Eternity,and {ib. 3.- 
of the magnitude of the whole | 
world, But Frances, the Author of the 
Order of the Franciſcans, hath a ſaying 
far better tha: that of Tilly, The pleaſure 
that is here, ſaith he; 1s bur ſhort 3 bur 
the puniſhment that ſhall be hereafter, is 
infinite : The labour that 1s here, is but 
fmall ;- but the glory which ſhall be here- 
after, 15 Eternal. Take your choice. Ma- 
ny are called, few choſen, bur all reward- 
ed according to their works, 

Let us haſten our repentance therefore; 
whileſt we have time. Itjs bet- | 
ter, ſaith Gyerricus, to be pur- Guery. 
goed by water than by fire, and Serm. 
1t1s far eaſier. Now 1s the rime Ae Puri. 
- for repentance 3 Let our timely 
repentance therefore prevent puniſhment. 
Whoſoevers afraid of the hoar froſt, rhe 
inow ſhallfall upon him; he which feareth 
the leſſer derriment, ſhall ſuffer a greater 3 
he which wilt nor undergo the light bur- 
den of Repentance, (hall be forced to un- 
dergo rhe moſt heavy burden- and moſt 

2 E 3 grievous 
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grievous-paniſhment of Hell. S. Grego: 


ry hath a faying to this purpoſe ; - Some- 
faith he, whileſt' they are afraid of Tem 
poral- paniſhinents, run themſelves upon - 
Eternal Puniſhment, Hither we may. add 


that of Patiar; Remember, faith he,that 
in.hell there 18s no place for confeſſion of 


{ins, no place ſor Repentance 3 for then 


ir 15 too late rorepenr,and the time 15 paſt, 
Make haſt therefore whileſt you are in the 
way. We are afraid of Temporal fire, and 
the Extcutioners hands ; but what-are 

_ theſeto the clawsof rormenting 
Ambr. Devils, and the Everlaſting fire 
car. 8. | of Hell? The Counſel of Saint 
 adVirg. Ambroſe to a lapſed Virgin fits 
loff. well inthis place. 

. True Repentance, faith he, 
oughtnot to be jn word only,but indeed ; 
and this is true Repentance indeed, if 
thou ſerteſt before thine eyes from what 
glory  rhou art fallen 3 and confidereſt 
*ith thy ſelf our of what book thy name 1s 
blotred ; and. believeſt that now thou art 


near unto utter darkneſs, where there is 


n—_ & gnaſhing of teeth without end. 
And when thou art certainly. perſwaded 
that theſe things are true, as indeed they 
are, ſeeing that the ſoul rhart finneth is in 
danger of Hell fire, and there 1s no means 
after Baptiſm left to eſcape, but only Re- 

pentance 3 
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phe ; be content to ſuffer any la- 
our,' and ro-undergo any affliction, ro be 
freed from Eternal pamfhment. The dif-- 


 taſes of the body move the ck man to- 


the body : Let the difcaſes of our 
ws move us alfoto rake the purgation of 
jepentance-* fct-the defire of ourfalvation 
move us :- let the” fear 'of Eternal death 
and Eternal torments move us : let the- 
hope of attaining Eternal life and Eternal 
glory move us. Let us embrace .that 
which purgeth the ſoul, and let us efchew 
that which polluteth ir. And nothing de- 
files the ſoul more than a filrhy body. 
Faithful 1s this counſel of Saint Ambroſe, + 
and worthy of us to be embraced. 

O Chriſt Jeſus, grant unto us that we 
may ſo poſſeſs things tranſitory and tempe- - 
ral, that finally we loſe not the things 
which are Eternal : and give us grace to 
walk in their ſteps,and tofollow their good 
example, of whom Saint Augyf/ine ſpeak- - 
eth 3 Many there are, faith he, that wil- 
lingly come under the yoke.and ef proud 


and haughty men, become humble and ©... 
lowly, defiring to be what before they de- + -.. 


ſpiſed, and haring to be what before they 
were ; paſſing by, like ſtrangers, things 
preſent.and making haſte with greedineſs 
after things tro come. They pant in their 
running towards their Eternal Country, 


E 4 pre- 
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preferring Abſtinence before Fulneſs, 
Watching before Sleep, . and Poverty be- 
fore Riches, accounting labour. in the 
conqueſt of vices to be bur pleaſure,lovin 
their enemies, paſling by injuries; an 
all for the hope of an. Eternal reward. And 
who then would. not ſuffer any extremity 
and labour,to purchaſe unto themſelves an 
 Kternal reward. ? | | 
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THE FOURTH 
CONSIDERATION 
Upon. 

E TE R.N.I'T-Y, 
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Hrw holy David meditated mon. Ecernity,. 
and how we ſhould imitatehim.. Wn 


| | ſlate Angels and men i te | 
niſhments, this hath ſeered ſo ſtrange to 
fome and fo incredible, that Origen him- . 
ſelf (aman otherwiſe of at admirable wir - 
and excellent learning, vary well skilled 
in Scripture, hath been ſo .bold as to, 
teach, that the, Devils and the. Damned 
after a cortain time, when they ſhall: be . 
lufficiently purged by the fire from their - 
ſins, ſhall at length be reſtored... 
to grace,But S. Auguſtine and L35.21 Ds. 
others convince him andcon- civitatse. 
demn him of this his error; Det, cafe 
Yetnotwirhſtandingthis error 23. &c. 

- bath found inthe world many - 


— 


favourers. Certain Hereticks called the 
Ariti, have . diſſeminated and ſcattered ir 
' throughout Spain, by divers their inter. 
pretationsiSome thought that all rhe dam- 
ned, others that Chriſtians only, others 
thar Catholicks only, others that thoſe 
only that had been more liberal than 0- 
thersin giving of alms, ſhould be deliver- 
ed atlength out of Hell. Though St. Ay- 
guftine hath not refuted theſe their errors, 
yet the holy writ hath done it plainly and 
openly... Matth. 25. 41. Depart from me 
ye curſed into _—_ fire : And again, 
ver. 46. And thiſe ſhall go away into ever- 


laſting puniſhment, but the righteous into life 


Eternal, Here 'no 'Gloſles or Interpreta- 
tions will ferve their turn to, defend-their 
erroutrs.:. | Wherefore the Divine Pfalmiſt 
King David, though he delighted much in 


the conſideration of both times, that 


which was paſt, and that which was to 

come. - Mine yes. nn he ) prevent the 
aight-watches :.' Pal. 119. 148. and a- 
gdin in another place .; Thou holdeft mine 
eyes waking : I am ſo troubled that I cannot 
ſpeab, Plal.' 97-14. Whar was. it;''Blef- 
fed Prophet,' that thus broke'thy ſleep? 
What buſineſs hadſt thou to do fo early, 
before day-light? What cauſed thee ſo to 


keep filence.and to be troubled in mind ? - 


Wear what he faith, I bave conſidered the 
- | aays 
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days of ow, and the years of ancient times, 
and the years of Eternity I have. had in my 
mind, Plal. 77. 8. Lo, this was the thin 
that broke his ſleep, when he compar 
the years that were paſt with the years that 
were to come, and avith Eternity. ' Nei- 
ther did he thus inthe dayonly.,but T:all to 
remembrance; ſaith he, my ſong in the night : 
I-commune with my own heart, and my ſhirit 
made diligent ſearch, ver: 6. And whar 
moved him to this nightly exerciſe ? Will 
the Lord caſt off for ever ?* and” will he be fa- 
whrable no- more ? is bis mercy clean gone for 
ever ? See how he fears and trembles at 
the very conſideration of Eternity, how he 
1s afraid of Gods judgments, - leſt God 
ſhould puniſh them with Eternal! puniſh- 
ment.And what is the end and effe& of this 
Meditation ?' And Fſaia; This is mine in- 
firmity : Bat- I will remember, &c. or, 
Now I will. begin. So in an inſtant, at the 
very. ſame minute, he hecame better than 
he was, and delayed not, neither did he 
defer his Repenrance, and'purir off till 


. worſe years 3- But, ſairh- he, Now I will 


begin, now- I will live a more godly life 
than T have done. He faith not, Afﬀer 
ſuch an hour. ' or after ſuch a day 3 bur, 
Now, even now. TI, will ſome men ſay, 
1f I were as David was : If Icould medi- 
tare of Eternity as bleſſed David did, it 
may 
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may be then I would readily and with: 
alacrity ſay. with David, Now I will be- 
Zin:; But I am ſo .intangled with daily 
cares, ſo hindred with worldly buſineſs, 
fo diſtra&ed into divers parts one way or 
other, that I cannot. I hveamongſt men 
I ſee and hear much evil; I ave no time. 
orleifurg once tohave ſo good a thought in 
mind as the thought of Eternity. When. 
we meet together in company to make 
merry, amidſt our ſports.and amongſt our - 
cups, we never confer about ſuch grave 
points:: our minds wander up and down. 
about many things, and cannot then fix 
' themſelves upon the conſideration of Eter- 
nity. At our feaſts and =meetings, 
we take our cups, and pleaſe our ſelves 
: making jeſts : Thoughts of Eternity 
are too ſevere, too ſad and melancholick. 
ro be entertained by us 3 we baniſh fuch- 
out cf our company. We enquire what 
news out of Italy, or France, or Spain, 
That which you tell us of ſoofren concern-. 
ing Heaven and Hell, is now old, and. 
grown ſtale. We know it well enough al- 
ready , what need you repeat it ſo often,. 
till we loath it ? So by this means there 1s. 
no place or time left once. to think upon. 
» Eternity. O Chriſtian Brother, it is true 
© tadeed which thou fayeſt, I carmor deny 
*. But I could wiſh thou wouldſt oY 
| Y 
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ready and forward to amend thy fault, as 
to confeſs it. Iris too clear and manifeſt, 
we ſee itwith our eyes, that there is little. 
or no care in the world of Eternity, al-. 
though one thing or other every day ſtill 
puts usin mind of it. 

The Book of the Rites and Ceremonies 


' ofthe Church of Rome at the Conſecration 


of their Biſhops doth appoint theſe words 
to be recited, Annos Eternos in mente babe, 
Keep ſtill in mind the years of Eternity; or; 
Think upon Eternity. For when the Pope 
new Ele&, in a ſolemn manner is carried 
along to Sr. Peters Church, there goes one 
before him, having in his hand burning 
fax, and ſhaking it, he repeateth thrice 
theſe words, Pater Santte, fic tranſit gloria 
munds, Holy Fatber, ſo the glory of the world 


paſſeth away. It were a devout and godly 


Rice, 1fwe did every day at the begin- 
a end of all our atoms, ſay unto 
our ſelves theſe words, Annos Aternos in 
mente habe, Think upon Eternity, But c- 
| ago when we are tempted unto any 
m, when the Devil ſuggeſts and puts into 
our minds ill thoughts,and when our Con- 
ſcience is in danger of being wounded, © 
then Think upon Eternity. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP: 1. 
Divers admonitions to think upon Eternity, 


Hilip Kingof Macedon appointed a cer- 
P rain noble young man 'to ſalute him 
thrice every morning after this manner, 
Philippus, homo es; Remember Philip, Thou 
art bat a man; that being pur daily in 
mind of his mortality,he might carry him- 
ſe!f rowards mortal men like a mortal man; 
Much more ovghr every good Chriſtian 
man, and true member of the Catholick 
Church to be a monitor unto himſelf and. 
with .due conſideration thrice at the Jeaſt 
every day ſay to himfelf, Eternity, Eterni- 
ty, Eternity | - Why fo ?* Set thine houſe” in 
or dir(faith the Prophet to King Hezebiab ;) 
For thou ſbalt' die and not live. There will. 
come an evening for certain, afrer which 
thou ſhalr ſee no' morning 3 or there will 
come 4 morning, after which rhou ſhalc 
ſee no evening. Have an eſpecial care 
therefore in all thy ations, that thou 
woundeſt nar thy Conſcience; and truſt 
nor too farto thoſe things that periſh; for 
fear teaſtthou thy telf rogether with them 
doſt likewiſe periſh; and-finally lofe the 
tiungs that are Eternal. 

It is a cuſtom in Germany, and not to- 
be difliked,in the evening when a Candle 
TE 
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js firſt lighted, 'or brought into a room, to 


 fay, Deus dit nobis lucem ternam, God 


grant unto us light Eternal. We ſhall do 
well ro 1mirate the Germansin this cuſtom : 
orrather its already in uſe,and hath been 
long ago '1n many parts of this Kingdom,to 
fay, God grant us the light of Heaven, It 1s 
very good daily to putus in mind of Erer- 
ity. | 

There 1s likewiſe a kind of Eternity in 
ſlavery and impriſonment, but infamous 
and horrible. Ir 1s a crucl puniſhmenrt,and 


worſe than death itſelf in ſome mens judg- 


ment, to be condemned to perpetual im- 
"pr or to be a perpetual Gally- 

VE, : | ; 

Thoſe which are oppreſſed with ſickneſs 
or other ſorrows, do likewiſe imegine with 
themſelves, that even in their ſufferings 
there 1sa kind ofEternity.Whence tt comes 
to paſs that we often hear them utter ſuch 
diſtempered ſpeeches as theſe, Wl this lafi 
always? Shall T flill without end be nailed 
faft to my bed ? ſhall T ſuffer theſe pains and 
ſorrows perpetually ? ſhall I always be thus 
vexed and tormented ? Alack ! theſe Eter- 
nities are but ſhort, and ſoon come to an 
end. But if it be fo grievous to fieſh and 
blood to endure ſlavery or impriſonment 
here on earth, though but for a -moment 
(tor our life is-no longer, according to ow 

mn vid's 


' the fachomleſs pit, where there is ſlavery 


and imprifenment, pain and torment, td. 
be endured throughouc all-ages, beyond. . 


all rumes, even to all Eternity ; ; 


CHAP. Il. 
That Eternity tranſcends all numbers of A- 
 rithmitich. | 


-7* Here - is a-- very common and well 
known Arithmetick,which children 


are taught when they firſt go to School ; 
and this 15 it. Suppoſe there was a moun« 


tain of very fine ſand as big as the- whole: 


earth, or rather much bigger : then ſup- 
poſe that every year an Angel ſhould take 


from this mountain one.and but one grain. 
of ſand ; haw m_ thouſand, and thou-- 


fand, and again I fay thouſand, yea how 
many hundred thouſand, and yer more, 


how many thouſand millions of years mult” 
there needs paſs, before it can be percei- 


ved that rhe mountain 15 grown lefs,or any 
wht diminiſhed ? Ler a man that is $skl- 
fulin Arithmetick fit down, and begin.to 
eaft, how many years muſt paſs before the 

| moun- 
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vid's meaſure, but a ſpan, which is very. || 
ſhort) what care and diligence, and what 
circumſpe&ion onghr we to uſe, that we... 
be not caſt jnto the priſon of hell,and into. 
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J mountain, or half: the mountainbe remo- 


yed by the Angel. Certainly we cannot 
conceive that ever he ſhall be able to caſt 
up the tora] number of the ſand. Buthere- 
in are we miſtaken ; for although we can- 
not cenceive it poflible- to be-done,. yet ir 


- may be done. But Eternity exceeds this 


numer: of years beyond all. compariſon, 
it 15 moſt certain : for between 2 thing fi- 
aite and 'a thing infinite there is 19 compari- 
ſou, 12 proportion. * Eternity hath no limits, 


' no terms, no bounds, none art all. Bur 


ſuppoſe rhe damned ſhould burn in Hell 
no ;than till the mountain by grain 
after grain, year after year,. ſhould by the 
Angel be quite removed : yet what an 1n- 
com tble number of years muſt firſt 
paſs, before they can expe to ſee the day 
of deliverance ! But (alas !) there is no 
fuch day to be expected ; their torments 
ſhall have no end : After that incompre- 
henfible number of years, it ſhall be truly 
faid, Now beginneth their Eternity, their 
Etermty 1s not mm any part expired, they 
areas farfrom the end of their torments as 
they were at the beginning. After a thou- 
fand years, yea after a hundred thouſand 
years, thereſhal notbe an end,or middle, 
or beginning of Eternity : for the meaſure 
of Eternity 1s Always. The ſame art of 
Arithmetick about the bufineſs of Eternity, 
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a late Divine teacheth, in words ſomewhat 


different, but in meaning all one with'the 
former. I therefore add ir,becauſe a'man 
can never ſufficiently rhink or ſpeak of ir. 
Conſider,ſaith he,whatis the length of E- 
ternity.How long ſhall: God and 
his Saints reign? How long ſhall 
the damned burn in Hell ? Fy 
ever. How long is that? Imagine 


Cornel;:45 

a Lapide in 
C15 Exad. 
ver. 8. 


Imagine ten hundred thouſandyears,yeaſo 
many ages: Yetthat is nothing, Eternity is 
ſtill as long as it was. Imagine a thouſand 
* millions of years: And yet thar 15 nothing, 


Ete-nity is not a whitſhortned. Imagine yet 


more 4 10000000000000000@00000000 

oo00;thouſand-thouſand ; thouſfand-thou- 

fand ; thoufand-thouſand ; rhouſand-thou- 

fand-Millions of years. Imagine, I-ſay, the 

damned ſhould burn in Hell ſo-many years, 

and yet thou haſt not found rhe very begin- 
ning of Eternity. Imagine once more ſo ma- 
ny millions of millions of years as there are 

drops in theSea,and yet thowarr:not come 
to the beginning of Erernity.Such for conti- 
nuances the Eternityof joy into which the 
-blefled ſhall enrer, and the Eternity of tor- 
ments which the damned ſhall ſuffer.O-Je- 
fus ſpare us; ſpare us O Jeſus, © Jeſus ſave 
us: Have mercy upon. us, nr” _ 
ufter 


an hundred thouſand years.A- . 
las! That is nothing in reſpect of Eternity, 
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ſuffer us not to be plunged headlong into 
the botromleſs pit, to be tormented with 
the damned for all Eternity. 

. Bur yet if God would but ſay unto the 
damned.let the earth be covered with moſt. 
fine ſand, and let the world befilled there- 
with,and let jt be heaped up ſo high as hea- 
venand then ler an Angel come once in e- 
very thouſand years, and take one grain of 
ſand out of this heap 3 when after ſomany_ 
thouſand years as there be grains of ſand, 
the Angel ſhall have removed the whole 
heap,then will I deliver you out of Hell : © 
howwould-the damned exult and rejoyce 
and not think themſelves damned! Bur (a- 
las ) after ſo many thouſands of years there 
remain yet more, and. more, and infinite 
more,to all Erernity.even for ever and ever. 
This 1s that heavy weight that ſo preſſeth 
the damned. Let, every one therefore tha 
ſnneth, conſider with himſelf, and again, 
L ay, let him conſider,, that unleſs. he 
repent, he ſhall be prefſed and groan un- 
der.this heavy weight of Eternity. 


 . Gulielmus Peraldus, Biſhop of Lions, a 


very religious and learned man, hath ano- 

ther manner ofreckoning,meditating upon 

theinnumerable number of years through- 

out which the damned ſhall be tormented. 

I the damned; faith he, ſhould every day 

diſlil-from their eyes but one ſmall red, 
; | | pF 
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and thoſe tears ſhould be added together 
 dayafter day, they would at length far ex.. 


ceed the drops of the Ocean: for they have 
thcir number and meaſure ; and it is-eaſfje 
with God to ſay, So many are the drops 
of the Ocean and no more ; bur the tears 
of the damned exceed all number and 
meaſure, Alas! Alas ! How little do we 
think upon theſe things ! How freely and 
wilfully do we fin, and make our ſelves 
guilty of Eternal puniſhment, and that 
oftentimes for a very little ſhort and filthy 
pleaſure ? | 

Yer there remains one way more, of 
caſting up this numberleſsnumber of years: 
Suppoſe there were a ſchedule of Parch- 
ment 2 ſpan broad, but ſo long that it 


would begirtand incircle the whole Globe 


of the Earth : and ſuppoſeit were written 
all over very cloſe with figures of 9, from 
one end to another : who ſo skilful an A- 


- rithmetician, that. can tell the number 


thereof ? What Mountain fo great, that 
conſiſteth of ſo my ins of duſt of ſand? 
What Ocean ſo $a. t- 
in it ſo many drops of water ? And yetthis 
15 nothing to Eternity : it ſtret it ſelf 
further than fo ; it knows no bounds ; itis 
extended beyond all meaſure. But how 
far is itextended? Ir is extended infinitely 
and without end, If thy heart (O Ys 

| jan 


t containeth with- 
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' 1nthis it is. moſt grievous, that ane 


-#pon Eternity. gg. 
ſian man) be not turned into a ſtone, -it 
cannot but melt at the conſideration of 


. theſe things, and the yery thought of the 


bottomleſs pit and Eternal puniſhment will 
make thee fear and tremble. ' If there be 
any ſenſe in thee, here jt will ſhew it ſelf. 
But as I faid before, too few think' upon 
theſe things 3 and too many live fo ſecure 
of their ſalvation.as if there were no He1- 
ven, no God, no Hell,nor Eternity. Every 
day they heap up fin upon ſin, as if they 
laboured and ſtudied to maketheir laſt day 
tocxceed the former, for the meaſareand 
nnd age __ and ſo they pane 
Eternity (portin ying, as if 

went to priſon bur a = weeks or Gapk 
Such men as theſe. ſaith St. Grezory, when 
they ſhould be mourning for rheir ſins , 
they are dancing for their pleaſure ; and 
when they ſhould be ſeriouſly meditating 
upon death, they run laughing unto exe- 
cution. This is blindneſs indeed, this 15 
oblivious madneſs. For rhis ſhort life which - 
15 but the ſhadow of Erernity, we labour 
beyond all meaſure ; but for the life which 
 Zternal, and moſt happy, we ſcarce take 


. my painsat all : And yet the not obtain- 


ing of this life is the incurring of Zternal 
death; whichas it isa torment more gric- 
rous than. all-the torments of rhis life,' p. 
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reſt or mitigation of pain, no not for one 


ſhort hour in the infinite ſpace of all F- 


What effect and fruit the conſideration of E. | 


terntty bringeth forth. 


ND this is it that hath made ſo many” 


{ good Chriſtians, and fo many -holy 
Martyrs ſo prompt and ready to ſuffer any 
torments, and any kind of death,thateven 


in their greateſt pains, when they lay wal-+ 
lowing in their own blood,they were moſt . 
ſtout and couragious, and with a conſtant 


took and chearful countenance- inſulted o- 
ver their Tormentors. They bad the years 
of Eternity in mind. This 1s 1t that hath 


made' the world ſeem diſtaſteful and un- 


Pan unto many, inſomuch thar they 
ave taken their leave of all pleaſures.and 
embraced and entertained a ſevere and 


ſtri&- courſe of life , giving themſelves 


wholly to reading, mediration and prayer, 
and ſuch holy duties, minding heaven, and 


heavenly things. They ha# the years of 'E- 


ternity-in mind. The thought! of Eternity 


will make all things in this'life-ſeem cafie 


and- pleaſant, though ro-fleſſs and blood 
they ſeem moſt grievous and I 
357) t 
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It makes all labours feem light and very. 
ſhort. Prayer, ſtudy, watching, and fach 
like holy duties it commends unto us, and 


'makes-them ſeem amiable. Ir ſeaſons and 


ſweetens hunger and thirſt, It mitipates 
the ſenſe of pinching poverty. It makes 


| all manner of crofles in this life not only 
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tolerable, but alſo grateful and comfort- 
able. Whoſcever hath the years of Eter- 


ity in mind, and imprints them within, 


deeper and deeper by daily meditation, 


ſhunneth no. labour, neither is daunted 
. with any. loſſes. Offer him a Kingdom, 


offer him a'l the:delights and pleaſures in 
the World : and he will not change his 
poor eſtate and condition for them. Such 
a man as this 15 never complaining 3 he 
endures all things, he ſubmits himſelf to 


all. For thus he thinks with himſelf, what 


a fmall rhing 1s this or that, that or this, 
and of how ſhort continuance ! _ I will 
therefore endure 1t patiently.z it will not 
laſt always. Ir 1s but for an hour, ,and that 
a very ſhort one, that mine enemies here 
oppreſs me. Well, goto ye detrattors;bize;** 
me ſtil], if ye will, ye enviors ; I will not 
run from you. This 15 your hour and the 
power of darkneſs : But I expeR the'day 
of the Lord, and the day of Eternity 3 and 
why ſhould I afflit and corment my ſelf 
with ſorrow and lamentation ? All this life 
| F 15 


is but a death of one hour : The viQory is 
not difficult 3. but the triumph is Eternal, 
Why ſhould I be afraid ofthe raging waves 
of this troubleſome world ? I have fightef 


the haven already.Now it rains and thun-. 


ders upon the heads of the good and godly; 
but the ſtorm will ſhortly blow over. But 
upon his enemies God ſhall always rain 
fire and brimſtone,ſtorm and tempeſt: rhis 
ſhall be their portion to drink, Dan- 12.9. 
And many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth (ſo propheſieth Daniz!) ſhall awake; 
ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. Tn the old Law God 
commanded Moſes, ſaying, Num. 10. 2, 
Make thee two trumpets of falver,of an whilt 
piece ſhalt thou make them,v.4. If they blow 
but with one trumpet, then the Princes, which 
are the heads of the thouſands of Iſrael (hall ga 
ther themſelves unto thee. When ye blow i 
alarm, then the Camp (hall go forwards, 
Unto theſe two trumpets we may compare 
theſe twa words, NOW and ALWAYS 
This 15 the law of the world, NOW let ws 
be merry 3 now ler us rejoyce ; now let us 
enjoy our goods, while we have them: 
come, let us nw crown our ſelves with 
roſes,before they be withered ; now let ws 
leave in every place the ſigns and fooriteps 
of our joy. They thatartend only to the 


ſound of this Trumpet,they that have ears 
to 
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to hear nothing but this NOW, they live 


- for the moſt part fo, as if there were no 
ALWAYS for to follow. Therefore they 


do not remove the camp ; amidſt ther 


| my they wilfully forget that they are 
here bur Pilgrims and ſtrangers : wkither- 


foeyerthe wanton fleſh inviteth them 
go with greedine(s : they are buſied alto- 


gether in heaping up riches and following 
'pleaſures : and the ſound of this NOW 
Ach fo obtund and dull rheir ears, that 


theyare deaf to all good countels and _ 
cepts : and they will not ſo.much as lend 
an ear to that ALWAYS which ſhall fol- 


ow. Bur thew which open their ears to 


hear, and their hearts tounderſtand, when 
the Church ſoundeth both trumpets , (as 


itoften doth)and thereupon ſeriouſly con-. 


ſider with themſelves, and compare toge- 


ther this ſhort NOW with chat infipite and 
everlaſting ALWAYS, they will uſe no 


delay, but prefently remove the camp : 
they live here as Pilgrims and ſtrangers : 
they have theirloyns girr ; they remember 


_ thatthey are in a journey ; they ſend their 


riches and pleaſures before them into their 
Country which 1s abovezthey chuſe rather 
to enjoy them ALWAYS in Heaven , 
than NOW for a ſhort time upon earth. 
Certain 1t1s,whoſoeverhearethattentively, 
and mindeth ſeriouſly the Alarm of theſe 
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gether things preſent with things future, 


. and things tranſitory. with things Eternal, - 


he will preſently make himſelfready tode- 
art, he: will prepare himſelf a place of 
urial, he: will lay out his. winding-ſheet, 
he will ſend for his bier, and furniſh him- 


ſelf with all things neceſſary for his jour-- 


ney, remembring ſtill in every place, that 
he is paſſing on the way to Eternity, .and 
conferring with himſelfevery day after this 
manner : How ſhall I be able to give an 
account unto God for all my thoughts, 
words anddeeds ? and, When ſhall I pive 
.up my account ? and what ſentence will 
he paſs upon me? NOW therefore will-I 
die unto my ſelf, that I may ALWAYS 
live unto my ſelf and unto God. Well is 
jt with that man, which timely and daily 
thus thinketh upon Eternity. Whatſoever 
. we do, we are paſling on our way.,and we 
do not know how ſhort it 1s,unto the gate 


which leadeth unto Eternity. Ar the laſt 


hour of our life death fhall bring us.unto 
th's gate, and compel us toenter. Let us 
therefore ſo live as 1f we were always ex- 
pe&ing death, thar if it ſhould pleaſe God 


at any rime to viſit us with ſickneſs, the þ 


ſore-runner of death, we may entertain-it 
cheerfuily, and bear it pariently, lifting 
.up our eyes unto Chriſt hanging upon = 
Crols, 
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Trumpets, and thereupon compareth to. || 
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Croks, the true and perfe& pat : n of Pa- 
tience: and when the time of ja diffolu- 


. tion draweth near, praying thus ; Lord 
Teſaſtand by me an 


comfort me ; Lord 
be preſent with thy ſervant that put- 
reth his cruſt in thee 3 Lord Jetumake me 


partaker of thy victory, Lor J ſu receive 


my ſpirit, and lead me through the dark- 
ſome yalley and ſhadow of death, lead me 
and forfake me not until thou haſt brought 


- my ſoul intothe land'of the living, Othou 


moſt potent conquerour of death, O thou 
whichart my light, life, and falyation. 


[To him be glory both now | 
aud for ever Sinden Pet: 
| | 81. 
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Hew others , even wicked men thimſiluts,. 
have meditated pos Eternity. | 


"WE old Hiſtory of rhe F achers tel- 
. - beth us of a rekgious man, :that - 
.. reading upanthe hinetierh Pſalin 


came at length, ' having not thought of 3t,. 
to theſe words, For 4 thouſand years in thy 
fight are but as yeſterday, when it. 1s paſt, 
and here ſtuck : For he could nor: con- 
ceive a reaſon, why a thouſand years and 
- one day ſhould be compared together. 
. Whereuponthey ſay there was a little bird 
ſent by God, which fo ravifhr'the-man 
with her ſweet ſinging, that though he 
heard her fing a very great while together 
yet he thought the rime very ſhort, ſcarce 
a'ſhort hour long. The wind bloweth where 
i liſteth, Jah. 3. 8. Not good men only” 
have with holy David mednated upon E- 
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ternity, but even wicked men alſo, and 
thoſe oftentimes againſt their will. 
Benedittus Rhtnanus reports of a vain and 
ungodly fellow, a very Epicure and mere 
worldling, which never uſed to faſt or 
watch 3 one that could not endure the 
want of any thing. ' but eſpecially ſleep : 
Upon a certain night, it ſeemeth, this fel- 
low could not ſleep as he was wont, being 
much troubled with unuſual dreams : fo 
he turned himſelf upon his bed from one -. 
ſide to another, and coufd not by any. 
means get any reſt ; then” he wiſhed it 
were day. But here the wind of the Lord 
þeganto blow, though ir were in a ſtrange 
land : for good thoughts were very rare in 
this man. Being weary with watching, 
and finding no eaſe or reſt at all, thus he 
began to think with himſelf; Would any 
be hired upon any condition to lye thus 
two or three years together jn darkneſs, | 
without the company of 'friends, though 
his ſickneſs were not very grievous? Would 
he be content tq want his ſports and plays 
fo long ? Would he be content to be bound 
to his bed, though it were a feather-bed, 
or a bed of Down, and never ſtir abroad. © 
to ſee any ſights, or ſhews, or make mer- 
ry with his friends ? I think no man would. 
And ſhall alone amongſt all men enjoy 
reſt and pleaſure by an efpecial prong 
| | an 
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and have no end of grief-and ſorrow ? 
Surely no. Will I, mill I, needs I muſt 
ſome time or other lye down upon the bed . 
of ſickneſs, unleſs I be ſuddenly taken 
away by death, which God forbid. (Tvis 
was a good wind, theſe were good cogitati- 
075.) But what bed ſhall I have nexr, 


- when death ſhall thruſt me out of this? My 


body muſt rot under earth : For this is the 
condition of all men after death. Bur 
what ſhall become of my ſoul in another 


|. world? Surely 'all men do nor go to the 


ſame place after death. Do not ſome go 
one way, and ſome another ? Is there nor 
an Hell as well as an Heaven ? Wo and 
alas ! What kind of bed ſhall the damned 
find in Hell? How many years fhall they 
he there ? In what year after their firſt 
entrance ſhall the flames ceaſe and be pat 
out ? Aſſuredly Chriſt doth not 'only in 
word threaten to caſt the wicked into ever- 
laſting fire, but will alſo caſt them indeed, 


'Fhis thing is certain and very manifeſt, 


Therefore the damned ſhall burn in Hell 
for ever. Therefore a thouſand, and a 
thouſand , . and again I ſay a thouſand 
years: will not ſuffice to purge away the 
fins of this ſhort life. Therefore they 
ſhall never ſee :the ſun any more, nor 
Heaven, nor God, being moſt miſerable 


_ Eternally -and without end. With ſuch 
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thoughts as theſe rhis man became ſo vigi- 
lant and watchful , and proceeded fo far, 
that night and. day he could not be ar reſt, 
but Eternity did ſtill run in his mind. Fain 
indeed he would *have ſhaken off the 
rhoughts thereofs as gnawing worms ;, 
but he could not. Therefore he followed 
ſports and paſtimes, went to merry meet- 
ings, ſought out companions like himſelf, 
and fate oftentimes :ſo long at his cups, 
that he laid his Conſcience aſteep, and fo 
ſeemed to take ſome reſt : bur when he 
came again unto himſelf, his Conſcience 
being awakened did preſently accuſe him, 
and ſuggeſt unto him afreſh ſorrowful 
thoughts of Eternity. Thus fihding no 
reſt, he reſolved at length to amend his 
manners, and to berake himſelf to a ber- 
ter courſe of life. And thus he began to 
reaſon with himſelf, Miſerable 'man that 


. F am, what do'I here? I fo enjoy the 
world, that indeed I enjoy it not ; I faf- | 


fer many things I would nor 3 I want ma- 
ny things which fain I would: have: |! 


. ferve like a ſlave, but who will pay = 
ow t 


my wages ! I ſee well enough 
world rewardeth thoſe rhat fove it, and 
doall rheir lves nothing efſe bur ſerver. . 
Burt ſuppoſe I had the fruition of all the 
delighrs and pleaſures in the world that 
my heart could. wiſh. ;. what certainty m 


nþon Eternity. 
Thave how long they ſhall laſt ? I am not 
certain whether I ſhall live till ro mprrow . 
or 'no : Daily funerak ſufficiently ' prove 
this. Oh Eternity, if thqu wert not! 


'Oh Eternity, if thy place be not in Hea- 


ven, though it be_on a foft Down-bed : 
thou canſt not bur be bitter and unplea- 
ſanr. Ir is true indeed, it is a hard mat- 
ter rowichdraw our felves away from thoſe 
things whereunto we are accuſtomed , 
whether it be feafting, or drinking, or 
company keeping, or ſuch hke : Bur 
whileſt we delay and defer the time.,dearh 
may prevent us, and take us away from 
all theſe. Why then doft thou delay ? 
why doſt thou nor 1mpoſe an honeſt and 
happy neceflity upon thy ſelf, why doft 
thou not reſolve rhus prefently with rhy 
ſelf ?7-Well, I will be 'anorher manthan I 
have been, if it pleaſe God I live. This - 
life laſteth not long : But Eternjty endur- 
eth for ever, TI muſt walk now in a new 
way ; I am reſolved upon it; and Now T * 
begin. Where art thou blefled Eternyy ? T 
am ſeeking for thee, I am travelling to- 
wards thee. | | 
To conclude, he djd as he faid,he rook - 
his leave of the world, he changed the . 
courſe of his life ; and fo lived and died 
an honeſt and godly man. 
Oh Eternity, how- few. are they that - 
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think thus ſeriouſly upon thee ? But cer- 


tainly there are very few, ſcarce any that: 


weigh and conſider well with themſelves 
what they are, and ſo continue and perſiſt 
in that conſideration. We ſeek earneſtly 
after all other things, only Eternity ſeem- 
eth vileunto us, and not worth the look- 
ing after. Our thoughts run after riches, 
and yetthe poſſeflion of them 1s very un- 
certain 3 we know not how ſoon they ſhall 
forſake us,or we them. We are ambitious 
after honours : and yet they are ſlippery, 
and ſoon ſlide away from us. We arein 
love with pleaſures: and yet they have 
ſorrow and bitterneſs in their latter end, 
We defire reſt : but it is of no long conti- 
nuance. We knit the knot of friendſhip 
with others : but it is ſuch as death ſhall 
quickly diflolve- We are never well but 
when we are converſing with others : but 
our eonverſation 1s never in Heaven, where 
it ſhould be. We ſeek for abundance : but 
it 1s there where ir will: ſoon fail. Burt 
ſurely if we did more often- and ſeriouſly 
think upon Eternity, we ſhould not have 
ſuch a fervent defire after things of fo 
ſhort a continuance. I call: Saint Bernard 
to witneſs, who ſaith thus, He that longeth 
after things Eternal cannot -but loath things 
tranſitory. 

' There are that haye often in their 
mouths 
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| mouths I know not what Ztirrity, that 


will promiſe and ſwear, and make good 
reſolutions of-amendment, and fay | wa 
As long as I live, I will beware of ſuch.a 
place, or ſuch a place, where have for- 
” merly been tempted to fin : I will never 
come near ſuch-a man, or fuch a woman, 
or ſuch a one that was my companion'in 
evil, I mill never come near him as long 
as I live. As long as I live, I will never 
go to ſuch and ſuch meetings,where there 
uſeth to be glutrony and drunkenneſs, 
dancing , chambering and wantonnefs , 
and fuch hke. Ir ſhall ſuffice me that 
I have been there once, and again, and 
perhaps oftner ; that I have done as the 
company did, that I have ſinned with ſuch 
and ſuch, Theſe are good reſolutions : 
In this I commend thee, O man ; Be- 
cauſe fin-1s to be feared, thou doſt well in 
puarpoſing to avoid the occaſion of finming : 
and I could wiſh thou wert as religious 1n 
obſerving-what thou haſt promiſed, as thou 
art ready to promiſe. But (alas!) after 
a day or. two, yea an hour- or two, too 
forgerful of thy promiſe and good reſolu- 
tion, thou doſt again the very ſame thing 
which lately thou didft deteſt,. abhor and 
forſwear. Therefore before thou makeſt 
2 vow or promiſe unto God, it is good to 
aſe due conſideration and foreſight 3 _ 

| when 


when thou haſt made a vow or promiſe un- 
to God.ir 1s neceſlary-touſe after care and 
Chriſtian fortitude in-performance. Thou 
muſt promiſe nothing rathly and unadvi- 
ſedly unto God : But what thou haſt pro- 


miſed thou muſt religiouſly and conftantly 


keep and'obſerve. How ſevere God is ih 
puniſhing ſuch as break their vows and 


promiſes, we are ſufficiently taught by the 


woful experience and lamentable exam- 
ple of others. 


— —_ —{ ——— 


CHAP. I. 


The compariſon of mans labor and the ſpidis 
one with anther. 


Here is another Eternity, and that 

4k the worſt of all, which thoſe men 
promiſe to themſelves, which will needs 
ere& unto - themſelves an heaven out of 
heaven, and be bleffed before they be 
dead. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, 
ye ſcornful men, ſaith the Prophet 7aiah, 
Becaufe ye bave ſaid, We have made a cout 
nant with death, and with hell we are at 
agreeme:it, Taiah 28. 14, 15. 'O ye-mad 
men! How vain, and none at all, 1s this 
your Eternity ! There is nothing perma- 
nent and perpetual ia this priſon. Ele- 
gantly doth the Kingly Propher —_— 
| | S.3 
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this ; Pal. go. 9. We ſpend our years,. 
_ he, as a tale _— og &c. Wt 
our years in muſmg, like the Spittty, 
Fe ſo ſome read it.) He could. not 
have declared it better, and in fewer 
words. For what are all our years but 2 
continual -muſing ; . and weariſome exer- 
ciſe ? All the time of our life is conſumed 
and waſted away with vain labours, many 
forrows, ſundry fears, often ſuſpicions, 
and innumerable troubles : Even as the 
Spider ſpendeth her ſelf in the weaving of 
her web. Our labours are continual , 
linked one unto another 3 our fighs and 
- groans continual, partly in the purſuing of 
our profits and pleaſures, and partly in 
the removing and eſchewing thoſe things 
which we count evil, We do many 
things, we undertake many labours, *rrou- 
bleſome and grievous to be born,” and 
mean-while (alas! ſuch is our folly) we. 
perceive not that we do but weave the 
Spiders web, taking a great deal of pains, 
with little ſucceſs, to no end or purpoſe. 
We ſpeed our years in muſing- like the Spider. 
It is a great deal of pains and care that 
the Spider raketh in weaving of her web, 
the runneth muchand-often up and down, 
. ſhe fetcheth a compaſs rhis way and thac 
way, and returneth often to the ſame 
pong, ſhe ſpenderh her ſelf in a ge” 
OI, 
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of fine-ſpun threads, to make her ſelf a , 
round Cabinet ; ſhe exenterateth herſelf, 
and worketh out her own bowels, to make 
an artificial -and' curious piece of work, . 
which when 1t 15-made, 15 apt to be blown 
away with every puff of wind ; ſhe hang- 
eth 1t up alofc, ſhe faſtneth it to the roof 
of the houſe, ſhe ſtrengrhneth ic with ma- 
By a thread, wheeling often round abour, 
- not ſparing her own bowels, but ſpending 
them willinzly upon her work. And when 
ſhe hath done all this,ſpun herfine threads, 
weaved them on within another, wrought 
her ſelf a fine Canopy, hanged it aloft, 
and thinketh all is ſure; on a ſudden in 
the twinkling of an eye,with a light ſweep 
of a beeſome all falleth to the ground.and 
ſo her labour periſheth. But here 1s not 
all : Poor Spider ! ſhe is either killed in 
her own web, or elſe ſhe 1s taken in her 
own ſnare, haled to death and troden un- 
der foot. Thus the filly Animal may be 
traly ſaid, either to weave her own wind- 
ing ſheet, or to make a ſnare to hang her 
ſelf. Juſt ſo domany men, like the Spt- 
der, waſte and conſume themſelves to 
ger preferment, to enjoy pleaſures, to 
gather riches, to keep them, and to in- 
creaſe them. In ſuch projeRs they ſpend 
all rheir wit, and oftentimes the healths of 
their bodies, running up and down, la- 
bouring 
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bouringand ſweating, carking and caring : 
wearying themſelves, and weakning their: 
bodies, even as the Spider doth b —_ 
ning out of her own bowels. And when 
they have done all 'this, they have bur 
weaved the Spiders web to catch flies. 
| Yea, oftentimes they are caughr in their 
own nets, ' they are inſtruments of their 
own miſchief. The days of mirch which 
they promiſe to themſelves, prove of- 
tentimes the days of mourning : That 
"which they call their palace, becometh 
their burying place, So we ſpend our years 
in wy ho. the Spiger : 1 ſay, in muſing, 
for the moſt parc : For we often purpoſe 
to do many things, and do them not. And 
what we do, moſt an end were better un- 
done. Thoſe things which we purſue with 
ſuch greedinefs,for the moſt part flie from 
us ; and thoſe things which we contend 
for 'with ſuch earneſtine(s, we ſe!dom at- 
tain to ; Bur ſuppoſe we did, ( Alas! ) 
they have no perpetuity. So the covenant 
with death (hall be diſannulled , and. the 
agreemeent with hel (ball not ſtand, Ta. 28. 
18, We all conſume away and die : and 
which 1s worſt of all,we blindly ruſh head- 
long into Eternity, from whence there-1s 
no rerurn. ; 
Guerricus hearing theſe words read in 
the Church out of rhe Book of _— 
| | on, 
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Gen. $-. 5. And all the days that Adam li” 
wed, were nine hundred and thirty: years'* 
And be dyed. 8. And all the days of Sith | 
were nine kundred and twelve years : And 
he died. 11. And all the days of Enos were 
nine bundred and five years : And he died. | 
And all the days of Methuſelah were nine 
hundred ſixty and nine years : And' he 
died, ec. Hearing, I ſay theſe words 
read, the very conceit of dearth wrought 
ſo ſtrongly upon him, and made ſo deep 

- . an impreſſion in his mind, that he retired 
himſelf from the world, and gave himl(elf- 
wholly to his devotions, that fo he might 
die the death of the godly, and arrive 
more fafely ar the haven of Eternal feli- 
c ty, which is no where to be found in 
this world. 


4 —C 
O———— 


CHAP. IL 
What is the beſt Queſtion in the World ? 


Aint Matthew telleth us of a young 
. ) man that came unto Chriſt, and pro- 
pounded a queſtion unto him, Mzt.1 9.16. 
And Saint Mark deſcribeth the manner of 
his coming to our Saviour, and his good 
carriage : For, faith he, There came one 
running and kneeled to him, and ashed him, 
Good Maſter, what ſhall I ds that 260 
nherit 
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inherit Eternal life? Mark 10. 17. And 
our Saviours, anſwer was. Thou knoweft the 
Commandments : 1j thou wilt enter inte life, 
cep the Commandments, Matth. 19g. 17. 
At Philipp a City of Macedonia, the keeper 
of the Priſon came trembling, and fell down 
fore Paul and Silas , and moved this 
ion unto them, Sirs, what muſt I do 

ts be ſaved? This was very good queſtion 3 
A better and more profitable could not be 
moved, Bur, O good God, where is 
this queſtion now in the world ? The 
world 1s full of other queſtions : but this 
is ſcarce any where ro be heard. Moſt 
, men do now adays betray themſelves by 
their own queſtions, and bring to light, 

_ and ſo make others witneſſes of their 11m- 
pliciry,or curioſity, or ſome ſuch hidden 
diſeaſe of mind, He which maketh dihi- 
gent ſearch and enquiry where the beſt 
wine 15 to be ſold, doth ſufficiently declire 
what he loves beſt, and where his chiefeſt 
care is. Another asketh ſuch queſtions 
as a modeſt man would bluſh to kear : 
And this man ſhews that his heart is full, 
and that out of the abundance thereof his 
mouth ſpeaketh. All mens mouths in all 
Places are full of queſtions, ſuch as theſe 
are : But ir is a rare thing to hear one 
man ask another this queſtion, Do you 
think this is the way to heaven ? Ir M » 
ault 


fault common to every vicious man, but. 
more proper to the libidinous and luftful, 
| the luxurious and riotous man, though he 
pd gy into the deep, and begins-to 
fink, and to be overwhelmed, yet feldom 
or never to enter into a-ſerious confidera- 
tion with' himſelf, and with a ſincere mind 
ask himſelf this queſtion,Shall I ever think 
to obtain Eternal felicity by this courſe of 
life ? Is this the way to heaven ? But of 
all men thoſe eſpecially leaſt think upon 
ſuch queſtions as theſe, thoſe I fay, that 
live a ſoft life, fare deliciouſly, and wal- 
low in pleaſures, that feel little or no ſor- 
row and affliction, or if they do at any 
time feel neverſo little, labour what they 
can to be ſenſeleſs of: To ſuffer, they 
count the greateſt of 'all evils. If it goes 
well with them, they care not how it fares 
with others. If it be well with them for 
the preſent, they take no care what ſhall 
follow after. They never once think upon - 
\ Eternity. This 1s there daily ditty, The 
heaven of heavens is the Lords, but the earth 
he hath given tothe ſons of men, The 
want neither ſtrength of body or mind, 
by which to eſcape the.hands of men. But 
God hath long hands, lie ſhall ſurely find 
them out, they muſt appear before him 
who 15 the Judge of all the world ; they 
cannot eſcape his judgment ; they ſhall 
| | ſurely 
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ſurely ſuffer Eternal-punifhments for their 
wickedneſs and their offences. But if God 
in his ſecret judgment. caſteth away any 
man as a reprobate,- and ſuffereth him to 
live after his own = ahd pleaſure, he gi- 
veth him his portion of proſperity and fe- 
licity in this hfe,he ſpareth. him here, that 
he may puniſh him hereafter. And if at 
any time he doth any thing that is good, 
. | he preſently receiveth his reward.Of ſuch 
unha py happy men .the Kingly Prophet 
thus ſpeaketh, Pſal, 73, 5. They are not in 
trouble as ot her men ; neither are they plagued 
like other men, Pſal. 106. 39. They go 
a wharing with tbety own inventions. And 
this is a moſt miſerable eſtate and conditi- 
on of life, if there be any. For whom 
_ God hath predeſtinated to bring himinto 
© the way of Eternal happincſs, he ſpareth 
him not here. in this life, but ſcourgeth 
him daily. I might bring infinite exam- 
ny to prove this : I will name but one 3 
ut the hike, I think, hath not been ſeen 
or heard of in many ages. 
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CHAP. II, 
How God puniſheth bere, that be may ſpare 
hereafter. A ſtrange -example, the like | 
hath ſcarce at any time been heard of. 


. | 
b fs the year of our Lord, one thouſand 

one hundred eighty five, Anadronicus 
Emperour of the Eaſt being overcome and 
taken priſoner by Tas Angelo, had two 
heavy tron chains put abour his neck, was 
laden with: ferters and ſhackles, and 'was 
moſt barbarouſly and deſpitefully nſed, 
and at length ta this manner was brought 
before the forenamed Tac. Before whom 
complaitiing of his hard uſage, he was de- 
livered over tothe multitude to be abuſed - 
at their pleaſure. They being ſet on fire 
with anger, thought it a fine thing to be 
revenged of their-enemy : And thus they 
uſed him. They buffered him,they baſt- 
nadoed him.chey pulled him by the beard, 
they twichr his hair from his head, they 
daſht out }:is teeth, they dragged him in 
publick, they made him a laughing-ſtock, 
they ſuffered women to beat him with their 
fiſts. Then they cut off his right hand 3 
and being thus maimed, they thruſt him 
into the dungeon of thieves and robbers 
without either mear or drink or any other 
. thing that was necefſary, ' or any one w . 
| 00 
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look after him. After a few days they put 
out one of his eyes and being thus ſhame- 
fully mangled, having one eye put our, 
and one hand cut off, they pur upon him 
a very ſorry ſhort coat ſhaved'his head, 
ſet him upon a ſcabbed Camel with 'his 
face towards the tail, put upon his head a 


- Crown of Garlick, made im hold in his 


hand the Camels tail inſtead of a Scepter, 
and ſo they carried him rhrough the mar- 
ket-place very leiſurely with great pomp 
and triumph.And here the moſt impudenr, 
baſe and vile amonyſt the people, like ſa- 
vages, after an inhumane fort fel-rtþon 
kim, nothing art all confidering that not 
paſt three days before he was no leſs than 
an Emperour, Crowned with a royal Dia- 


. dem, commended, worſhipped, honoured, 


yea and adored of all men. Nothing at all 
regarding the oath of Allegiance, they 
raged and were mad upon him, and their 
rage and madneſs firred every man with: 
inſtruments of miſchief againſt him. Some 
ſtruck him on the head with cluvs, others 
filled his noſtrils with dirt, othersſqueezed 
ſpunges upon his face, firſt ſoaked in the 


- excrements of man and beaſt, others run 


him into the ſides with ſpits. Some threw 
ſtones, others threw dirt at him : ſome 
called him mad dog, others called 'him 
fool and blockhead.. An impudent woman 

Sep running 
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ſcalding water in her hand, poured it upon 
his head as he paſſed by. There was none 
which did not ſome miſchief or other to 
him. -At length they brought him to the 
Theatre to-make him a laughing-ſtock, 
took him down from the Camel, and han- 
ged him up by the heels between two pil- 
lars. Thus the poor Emperor having ſuf- 
fered a thouſand indignities; yer he bore 
them patiently.carrying himſelflike a man 
and a true Chriſtian Champion. He was 
never heard all the while to lament, or 
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running out of a kirchin- with a kettle of 


cry out of his hard fortune : for it had 


been to no purpoſe. He was all the while 
caſting up his account, which he was to 
make unto God, and begging pardon for 
his ſins. He was heard to ſay nothing but 
only this, and this he ſaid often. Domine 
miſerere, Domine miſerere, Lord have mer- 
cys Lord have mercy. | 
Unhappy Andronicus, which waſt com- 
pelled to ſuffer iuch things! Bur happy in 
this, that thou didſt ſufter them fo pari- 
ently, as being the juſt reward of fin! 
When he. was hanged up. one would 
have thought their malice ſhould have 
ceaſed : but they ſpared him not then, as 
long as he lived. For they rent his coat 


from his body : and toffed him up and 


down with their hands, tearing him in 
| 3,” ©. Pieces 
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This happened, ; 
- oh G 


[pieces with'thelr” mails: One more:cruel 
than the reſt 'ran his' ſword through his 
belly atid- guts as he: was hanging. Two. o- 
thers, to try whoſe ſword was ſharpeſt, 


"thruſt him'throagh-the erm rerngs 
Here 


their ſivords with both'rheir hands. 


the 'moſt miſerable unhappy *-Emperour 
"with much ado eduphOrraiinet hand 
to his mouth,to put out the: blood as fome 


thought, from the' freſh' and bleeding 


' wound, and'ſo ended his life miſerably. 


After ſome few days he was'itaken «down 


"from the gibbet,and thrown/under one of 
the arches of the Thearre likera beaſt; -ril! 
"ſome thar had more humanityin/ them 
"than the ref}, removed him 3; bat yer.nor- 


withſtanding he was not ſuffered to be bu- 


Tied, - O Andronicus ! O thou Emperor 


of the Eaſt ! How much waſt thou bound 


*unto God, whoſe will it wasthart for a few 
'days thou'ſhouldeſt ſuffer ſuch thirigs,cthar 


thou mighteſt not periſh for ever ! Thou 
waſt miſerable for a ſhort time, thar thou 
an ap not be miſerable for all Erernity. I 
make no doubt but rhou hadiſt the vears of 
Eternityin mind, ſeeing that thou didit ſuf- 
fer ſuch things ſoconſtantly& couragtoufly, 

Nicetas Choniates is mine Author, from 
whom I borrowed this lamentable hiſtory; 
and he lived about the ſame time, when 
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_ Let us Chriſtians keep always in-mind 
mes a of rw mag Ina ad- 


weight of glory, 2/Dor. 4- 17, Here- 
. upon St. ite crieth out, and prayeth 
fo earneſtly, Dowine, hic wre, hic ſics, mods 
; in eternum parcas : Lord, ſear me here, lance 
me here, ſo thou: ſparefs me hereafter. And 
. Fulgentins, though a moſt holy man, dray- 
ing near unto his death;rhreeſcore and cen 
. days before hedicd,was often heard to 
= Domine, da. mibi meds patieutians, 
indulgentiam; Lord, grant me pati- 
-ence here, aud taſe hereafter. Theſe were 
. his words andprayerseven to the —_ 
Certain it is, God ſpareth them leaſt of 
.all, whom he determinerh to rake unts 
'himſelf todwell with him throughout all 
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upon the everlaſhng priſms of hell at 

the ETERNALL MANSIONS of heaven, 


THE SIXTH 


CONSIDERATION ] 
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How the boly Scri iprure' in many places = 
tth us to meditate upon Eternity. 


| HE Kingly Prophet, ſpeaking of 
;. the Wicked,faith,Thar they walk 
, in every. fide,or in. a circuit; Plal, 
15 their manner: of life : they 
pi Fern t rofcaſt;. om delights.co. de- 
its, from wickedneſs/ to: wickedneſs, 
is 1s their Circuit. And when they think 
oy have almoſt: finiſhed their Circuit of 
beep rare , 000 gone over the. lap td 
uſt, t pinagain, retwrnin 
totheir Pm, its age deatn ſtealech 
upon them before they be aware, .:: 
The Children of 7ob made this law a- 
mongſt themſelves, to feaſt one anoiher 
round,every one in his courſe. The good 
man their father obſerved and knew very 
well, that this their feaſting round, could 
| G 3 not 


' $24 The ſixth Conſideration 


got be withour-ſin-: And therefore he fant, 


-and ſanftified them, and roſt up 4arly in the 


morning, and offered burnt-offerings according 
to the m_— then all, Job i. 5. As there- 
fore the wicked delight anpd rejoyce m 
go'ng the circuit of rheir pleaſure : $0 


Gal ſhall appoint .rhem a T7ircut'to go, 


bur it fhall be-a Gircxit of rorments, and 
that perpetual and Eternal. Blefſed David 
foreſaw this likewiſe » For ſaith he, Thire 
arrows went abroad. : The taice of thy thut- 
ter was heard in the Heaven, .or,yountl abut. 
Þlal.997.17,18. Famine, War, Peftilence, 
Sorrows, Diſeaſes, Calamities, Death ir 
felf, and all adverfities whatſoever that 
happen. before the firft death, are the Ar- 
rows of the Lord:z but theyflic pyer3 they 
have wings,aod they quickly the fromone 
to another. But the voice of this thunder, 
the voice of his anger and fury ſhall com- 
nually roar in the priſon of Hell, and like 
.&-wheel' run roand without wearing, for 


all Eternity, This wheel.as if it were filled 


' * with Gunpowder,zhen-it hath once raken 


fire. ſhall burnfor ever and ever. A fre 
kind'ed in mine anger, .and ſhall burn unt6 
the loweſt Hell; Deut. 32. 22. There is 
_ alſo another circuit, and that likewiſe is 
Eternal : from unutterable cold to intole- 
ravle heat, and from heat back again to 
cald, Job: 24. 19. Drought and. heat: font 
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- The firſt 


 wheel;: order xequireth that we ſhew how 


the Church agreeth. with the holy Scrip- 
ture-inthis.as the holy Fathers _ ich 


- the Church. We have here divers good 


admonitions from all theſe, which if we | 
atcend unto, we cannot eaſily let Eternity 


| flip out of our memory. 


tia th, » 


—_ —— 


CHAP. LIL 


The Anſwers of the boly Fathers and the - 


Church about this. 

NF all the holy Fathers which have 
F lived mm divers ages, we ſhould do - 
weli:to hearken-unto five eſpecially, Au- - 
ne, Chryſoftom, Gregory, - Bernard, Lau- © 


here (which yet may + 


fem a vain-ant foolifh one) is, Which 15 
cafier, and more tolerable, to ſuffer pain - 
mtlre head,cyes or teeth 5, to be led 
with che ſtone; to be pained with the 
wind Cholick; or Niaces Paſſio, 'or any 0- 
ther acurdiſcaſe; neither ro ſleep night 

7% - G. 4 or © 
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or day, bar to be'-rormented-continoally! 
withour any reſpice for three days toges: 
ther. The queſtion now.1s, | ſay, Which, 
is-eafier, whether-to tuffer the pains now: - 
mentioned, or.elfe; to ear a; piece. of-fiſh. 
which is made- bitter by: the breaking of: 
che:Gat..! The maydeem a very ritlichv 
Jous: xe moſt! idle queſtions: For, how 
miggh b+rrter:3s it 2d ear ſuch a: whole fiſh; 
rad than: ſufter thoſe ſ{o/ grievous -tor- 
mers though bur'one: day! The' bitters: 
nezs fe fiſh will nor endanger a mats 
life, nor make him ſick, bur leave-onlya! 


 byrer ra jn the mouth, which 1s unplea- 
ting roit. IriStruly anfwered, yet 


hoy many thoulands of men make choice 
rather of the former! For,how often doth 
the Preacher reach and exhort, cry out 
and _=_ plainly ! Chriſtian brethren, 
conſider wcH with your ſelves, and look 
about you ; the Eternal ſalvation of your 
ſouls is 1n queſtion: If you walk chis-way, 
you muſt : afſuredly look for'Erernat tors 
ments: Chriſt hath ſhewed\'you' another 
way borh by his life and docrine.: Return 
therefore and repent, you: have gone long 
* enough aſtray. You mayif you-will have 
entrance into Heaven; if. you be {hut ont 
It is your own fault ; God is not wantingto 
thoſe rhat are willing. Ir is true indeed; 

There -is ſome bitterneſs in. uſing abſti- 
| nenge 
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nence and fiſting, in confeſling of fins, in- 
keeping the body under, in ſetcing a ſtrict. 
watch over thy ſenſes, in conquering ones 
ſelf, in living chaſtly and-continently -- 
This is no eafie task : Bur, let it be whar 
it will, we muſt ſuffer it. Lube 24. 26. 
Ought not Chriſt to bave ſuffered thiſe 
things,and ſo. to entir into his glory? Let not 


4 little and ſhort labour terrifte us. Itis 
but for a few years, - or it may be but a 


few days, that we are to-do and ſuffer va- 
liantly 3 but our joy and-reft ſhall be E- 


ternal, He -overcometh all, whoſoever 


oyercomerh and conquereth himſelf, con- 
taineth himſelf, and reſiſteth his evil and 
violent paſſions; and all this for- Chriſt, 
for Heaven, for blefled Eternity, Chriſt - 
after his ReſurreRion found: his Diſciples 
eating fiſh brojled- upon-. the coals : To 
teach them how great things they ſhould 


afterwards ſuffer : and that they were not 
 tothink of a ſoft and eafie life, but that 


—e; were to be ſtoned, whipped, cruci- 
fied,havetheir.skin pulled over their ears3- 
that this was the way ro a: joyful Reſurre- 


ion, and to the participation-and ſcllow- 


ſhip of Eternity with the blefſed ; that all 
other things were ſmall and of no worthin 
compariſon of immortality, and that bleſ- 


ſedneG, which yet eye hath never ſecn.. 
Theſe things are often ſpoken of, bur they. 


G 5 are. 


the over-flowing of the gall;that is workd- 
ly croſſes and the ſufferings of this life, is 
| often) ſer before us : bur Ir goeth againſt 
our ſtomach, we carinor efidure to aft of 
te. Eternity is a thing we often. hear 'of, 
we often read of,it is continually preached 
anto us, and often repeated: butwe eithet 
tear not, or believe not, or regard not, 
or if we do for a-time, the cares of the 
world footy put it out of our minds, and 
we bury it 1n oblivion. But again; the 
Conſcience —_—_— the Preacher, and 
recalls ro our minid* theſe wholſom Ite{fons, 
1s inſtant, dehorts, reproves ; but prevails 
nothing. Allis in vain. For. many are {0 
o5ſtinare and- perverſe, char neirfier the 
Preacher nor their own Conſcdehice cat 
work yon cliem. But ſome are ſo 1tapu- 
dent, that they will fer thernſetves in op- 
poſicion, and reply thus, L# it -go wif 
with us here and we care not 5 we meithtr 


bnow nor care what ſhall come beveaſtery 


we are all for preſent profits and pleaſures: 
no man returneth agarn 1m the ad 5 W- 
ther was it ever known that amy one ame 
bach again out of Hill, Come therefore, i 
us eat, drink, ,and be merry, let ws enjoy ont 


2004s and take our pleaſure. Theſe ure 'the | 


worldlings Dittdes : But let'S:- Augie 
wetermine this queſtion, Melius jj, madice 
= | amatl- 


129” The-fxth Conſideration | 
are little regarded: This fiſh birter with 
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attaritudo in faucibus, quam AEtirnum tor- 
ment um in viſceribus. Butter it is, ſachhe, 
to fuffer 4 little bitterneſs in the mouth, than 
Eternal torments in the inward parts: Ir is 
far berter to ſuffer for our offences here 
| in this world, ' than the world to come. 
Far better it is for threeſcore years and. 
ten continually together here on earth, to 
bepumſhed with moſt grievous puniſh. - 
ments, than to ſuffer the torments of Hell 
for one day,yea for one hour hereafter. Bur 
5 Ag hear what another of the Fathers - 
Saint Chryſoftome pounds 
the ſecond queſtion Her this How. 20 + 
manner ; Suppoſe one night in ad Pop. - 
an hundred years a man ſhoukd Artive. -. 
have a ſweet & pleaſant dream, 
and be after puniſhed an hundred years - 
for it, would he think ſuch a dream were 
tobe defired ? And yer faith the Father, . 
32 dream is toan hundred years, ſo 1s this - 
preſent life tothe life ro come, yea rather - 


* 
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Fe | itis much leſs: And as a drop is to the - 

#- | mainOcean, fo are a thouſand years unto - 

I EZtmity. And inanother place. 

* { Wharis there, faith he, to be Fm. 28 : 

hy | compared unto Eternity? What in Epiſt. | 
we | Ae thouſand years in compa- ad Hebr. - 
ix riſon of infine ages which are 
'T etfor to come? Are they not like 'unto .: 


the © 
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the leaſt drop of a bucket compared to a - 


botromieſs Well ? Look for no end of tor- 
ments after this life, unleſs thou repent- 
eſt before thou departeſt our of this life: 
for after death there is no place of repen; 
tance , . no ſhedding of tears will profit 
rhee, or do thee any good. Though a 
man in Hell ſhould gnaſh his teeth, and 
blare out his ſcorched tongue, he ſhall not 
obtain ſo much as a drop of cold water, 
Grant then that a man ſhould enjoy plca- 
ſures-all his life long, what 1s that to inf 
nite ages whichare yetfor to come ? Here 
in this life all rhings good and bad have 
at length an end; but the puniſhments that 
ſhall be ſuffered hereafter ſhall have no 
cnd. Set fire on the body here, and the 
foul will ſoon depart : but after the reſur- 
retion, when the body ſhall be from 
thenceforth immortal and incorruptible, 
the ſoul of the damned ſhall always burn 
and not conſume in Hell-fire, They l 
riſe again , incorruptible indeed : but 
how ? Not to receive a Crown of incor- 
ruptible glory, but to ſuffer Eternal tor- 
ments. Bur let us hear what another of 
the Fathers faith. ? 

Saint Gregory maketh_ anſwer to this 
common queſtion ; Will not drunkennefs 
ſooner ſtcal upon a man in the Wine cel- 
hr, ſtanding by the hogſhead, than wm 
| * Par 


Y 


Parlour fitting at the table ? The ſpouſe _ 
of Chriſt triumpheth in the words of $9- 
lomon, He brought me to the Banquitting- 
houſe ( or as ſome read it, He brought me 
into his Wint-cellar ) and his banner over 
me was love, or, He. bath ſet bis banner of 
lzve over me. Upon which words Sc. Gre- 
gory diſcourfing ſaith thus, By the Wine- 
cellar what can we Eetter or more: fitly 
conceive, than the ſecret contemplation 


"of Eternity ? For truly whoſoever doth ſe- 


riouſly conſider with himſelf upon Eternity, 
and lers this conſideration fink deep into 
his mind, he may truly rejoyce, and tri- 


-umph with the Spouſe, ſaying, He bath ſet 


his baunters of love over me : For he will 
keep better order in his love, loving him- 
ſelf jeſs, God more, and even his enemies 
alſo for Gods ſake. Burt ſuch 1s the nature 


_ of this profound conſideration, that it will 


preſently make a man drunk. Make him 
drunk ? How ? With thedrunkenneſs of the 
beſt defires, ſuch as will lead him to a- 
mendment of life,carry him to his heaven- 
ly Country, and bring him at length to 
joys Eternal. It was caſt in the Apoſtles 
teeth,that they were drunk with wine :and 
ſothey were indeed ; but it was with wine 
out of this Cellar, . St. Gregory hath ma- 


hy excellent conſiderations, and ſayings 
. upon Eternity ; amongſt others he hath 


this, 


upon Etervitl, wn © 
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- this, which is a very (fort one and a true 
ones Momentum quod deleFtat, . FEternum - 
quod eruciat , That which delighteth is mo- 
mentany, but that which tormntith is Eter- 
xal, Here I could wifh with Fob, Job 1g. 
23, 24+ O that theſeWoras were written | 0 
that they were printed in a Book That they 
were graven with a pen of Tron" Thele 
words, I ſay, that which delighteth is mu- 
mentany, but that which tormenteth is Etur- 
nal. The Bot JÞ which this ſhould be 
written, is the heart of man ; the pur of 
iron with which it ſhould be written, is ſe- 
rious meditation ; the inbþ with which it 
ſhould be writren, is the blood of Chrift, 
' And theſe words ſo imprinted and ingra- 
ven in the breaſt.are rhen eſpecially to be 

called to mind, and tobe often Sem, 
when pleaſure fawneth, . when luft pro- 
voketh, when luxury inviteth, when the 
fleſh rebelleth,and the ſpirit faileth, when 
there is occaſion of fin offered, and dan- 


ger of falling into fin. Bur let ushear what | 


another of the fathers ſaith. | 

In "the fourth place comes St. Bernard : 
He fhall anſwer to the queſtion here to be 

opounded. In the lives of men there's 
ſuch difference, that almoſt now ſo may 
men fo many judgments concerning affli- - 
Rions Thereare found ſome ſo grievouſly 
and continually affli&ed, that they = | 

reachy:. 


me 
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ready to fall down under the croſs, as be- 
ing too heavy for them to-bear. One is 


oppreſſed with poverty,another is afflicted 


wich ſickneſs, another is overcharged with 
fecret debts, anorher is rormented with 
cares, another is grieved and vexed with. 
wmuries and'flanders : every man thinkerh 
thar moſt grievous which in preſent he 
ſuffereth. And many rites 1t cometh to 
paſsthat ſuch as are faint-hearted and im- 
patient, wiſh for death, run imo the wa- 
ter, and make haſt ro the halter, thinking 

thereby to find an end of all their griefs - 
and ſorrows, whereas indeed rhat ſup 


end becomes to them bur the beginning of 


their forrows, and fuch ſorrows as never 
ſhall have end. But with the good and 


godly-it is not ſo : They: patiently endore 


all, ſubmirring themſelves in all things ro 
God's good willatd ye They 'nei- 
ther defire to die quickly, nor yer to live 
long. Is it God's will they fball die ? They 
alſo are willing. Wyl he have them die 


_ quickly? are willing to that alſo, 


Will he have them live yet lonper ? They 
are not againſt that. What God wilſerh, 
thatthey will > what he willeth not, net- 
ther will they. Befide theſe two kinds'of 
men, there is a third, and that is the 
greareſt part of men, thar deſire to live 
long : And theve is almoſt RET 

p | of 


burthe hopesand defires to live yet another 
year. Theſe men are never heard to ſay, 
they have lived long enough, Death 
makerh roomuch- haſt. with them,he-com- 
meth ro them roo. ſoon, yea and before 
his time. Here now the queſtion may be 


ger ? St, Bernard1n his ſeventeenth Ser- 
mon upon the 91: Pialm., upon theſe 
words, With long \life will I ſatisfie bim, 
breaketh forth into this admiration, What 
is ſolong as that which is Zternal ? Whar 
1s ſo longas that which ſhall have no end? 
Life Eternal is the good end which we are 
all roaim ar, and this end is without end, 
And further headds, Thatis the true day 
indeed-after which there follows no night, 
where there is Eterzal verity, and true E- 
ferxity, and therefore true and Eternal ſo- 
ciety. So then the queſtion may be de- 
termined thus, Thar thoſe only ſhall live 
a long life truly ſo called, whoſoever ſhall 
never die,but always live in. heaven; And 
- again, Thar thoſe ſhall. die jn a: lingring 
death (alas ! too lingring a' death) who- 
ſoever ſhall always die, bur ever live in 
Hell : for they ſhall live only there to-be 
tormented always. Let us hear-but- one 
more, and ſo conclude. | by 
Laurentius Fn ſhall reſolve the 
laſt queſtzon for us. There are, ſaith he, 
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moved ; Who live ? or who ſhall live lon- 
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many things m:;this, world; which nature 
hath:ſo appropriated and afſigned ro ſome 
one-certain place,-that-rhey are not to be. 
found in another place, unleſs it be in part. 
Of ſome tlowers 'which grow 1n the new- 
found world we have only the ſeed : Of 
ſome: living Creatures there are brought 
ovet'yinto' us only the: Skins, Now Eternity 
is.gthing ſo proper to. another world; that 
' tis notto' be found'in this; only. theTeed 
* thereof we may have even in this world. 
And what art the ſeeds of Etermty? They 
are ſaith Laurentius, Contempt of a mans« 
ſelf, the gift of Charity, and the taſte of 
Chriſt's works. | To contemn. others ; 4s a 
tree_that.over (preadeth the whole world 
whoſe wood. is fewel for the. fire of-Hell. 
To contemn ' himſclf is a very ſmall.ſeed, 
ſcarce known in the world :Chriſt broughc 
it down from Heaven with him. wko maze 
bimſelf of no reputatios and took upon . bim 
tht jorm "of a Servant, and become obedient, 
not tothe Stable only, or the Manger, bus 
evento 'mount' Calva'y,.' wito, death, run 
the-deatb-of the -Croſs,-unto.the grave, : yea * 
eren unto Hell, ver. 9. Wharf God alſo 

hath highty exalted him. Behold, this little 

ſed is grown up and ſpread in breadth, 
and is become the higheſt of all trees. The - 
ſame Anthor, ſpeaking of Charity, ſaith 
thus, The meaſure of our g/ory.and he 
4 | | na 
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x2! reward ſhall be accordinp to the mea” 
ſire of our Charity. For; Towhom littlt is 
forgiven, the fame loveth little, Luk. 9. 49. 
He obrtaineth lefs gr.2ze, whoſoever hath 
lefs Charity : And where there is leſs grace, 
there a!ſo ſhall be lefs g/ory. So then itis 
moſt true, The more thou loveft God, 
the more thou heapeſt up untothy (elf E- 


ternal 'rewards. The whole Law is love... 


bur 1r muſt be pure,-chafte, and holy. T 
have done with the fecond, which is Cha- 
rity. IT come to the third, which is 7hv 
taſte of Chrifts words. Tris a common and 
witty ſaying in the Rhetorick Schools, He 
x to bt thought a good proficient who canye- 
Kb Tally's works; We may ſay as much in 
the School of Ckriſtianity, He bath maze 
« gnd progreſs in Religion and Virtue, who 


can reltb Chrifls works, who likes the tafie. 
of Chrifts doftrine and example. But who-- 


oever findeth no rafte almoſt at all, no 
reliſh tn the words and works of Chriſt ; 


whoſoever is not moved, affefted, and de-- 
lighted withthoſe things which belong uti-- 


to the mind, and Chriſtian piety'ts Hea- 
ven, and'E2ernal felicity z but on the con- 


trary findeth much ſweetneſs in eating, 


drinking, walking, laughing, jeſting and 
playing : rhe ſame man may ſay with ſor- 
row enough, too truly, How little ſed of 
Eternity haut I within me, O my God! - 
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rather, 1 have wore at all. For when 1 
deſcend into my (elf, I ſee manifeſtly what 
fpirit is: Within me, and whither my affe- 
&ion carrieth me. To ſpend whole-nights 
m dancing, feaſting, Ry qu . 
dicing and carding, hearing foohkſh and 
whe eaſes, reading impure books, calling 
for, and laughing at amorous ſongs, 'play- 
ing che:good fellow,and- doing as the com-. 
pany doch ; Oh ! this never offenderh me, _ 
this is plealing and delightful ro me. But 
. tohear of: Chriſt and his life, to hear of 
holy men that lived formerly, who were 
much given to watching, faſting, and 
prayer,or to readof their Hves,that makes 
Aran m my-earsand this 1s aneys: | 
e unto me: I can neither hear nor {ce : 
I ſtop mine ears, and” cloſe.mine.eyes far 
fear leſt they fhould be offended. To hear 
a Sermon of an 'hour long, 1t is death un- - 
to me, and therefore I ſeldom ccme to 
Church: or if I do ſometimes, I drive a- 
way the rime, either ſleeping or prating. 
There are' too many ſuch- men in rhe 
world but” of ſuch 1t may be truly ſaid, 
_ that they have no taſte or reliſh at all of 
the works of Chriſt. Bur now let ns hear 
the judgment of the Church concerning 
Eternity. - 
The memory of Eternity is ſo precious - 
!nthe eſteem of the Church, thart there is 
_ | a 
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no Pſalm, no Prayer, no: Hymn'bur do- 
ſerh with it, Glory be to the Father; and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Gnoft 3- As it was 
in the beginning, is now and ever ſhall by, 
world without end. Amen. As it was in the 
beginning , that 15, before all beginning 
from all Eternity, without any beginning 
is now, and ever ſhalt be, world without end;; 
that is, throughout all ages; infinite; jn- 
numerable,incomprehentible ages; to all 
Eternity.:; But: let us leave the lictle rivers; 
andmake haſte to the fountain. 


—— 


Cltay Teſtimonies of Divige Scriptkne "cots 
ME: > er 

Will produce only three witneſſes, a 
L Prophet, an Apoſile, and ati Evange- 
l | I | 


How many and how preat are the ſighs 
and proans of poor abje& and; deſpiſed 
men ! we may hear them'every day. Ou 
or other every where is complaining; Wo 
is me poor man, I have ſew or'no friends 
at all ; I am diſreſpeted : I am [corned 
and trampled under foot almoſt by. all. 
Have patience a little, O man, ſuffer for a 
while 3. the day of comfort will riſe at 
length, though it ſeem long firſt, Reeſe 
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ber Gods promiſein the Prophe- | Baruch 
he of —*.ary Caſt about "thee a 3.2. 
double garment the righteouſ- | 
nſs-which comth from" God, and ſtt a:Dia- 
"dem on thy head of the glory'of the Boerlaft- 
> b C2 OIL aL hk tf 


--*Others there are - that accuſe Nature, 
complaining'ſtill rhat: ſhe Hath'given too 
long a hfe toravens and too ſhort a great 
deal unto 'man. Hear' thus much, you 
that are ſtill complaining of the ſhortneſs 
of mans life, This life is ſhort indeed :*but 
when this ſhort and vain- life ſhall en@, 
there remains another . life which never 
ſhall have an end, If ye will'not believe 
me, yet believe St. Paul, 2 Cor.g:2. For 


«we bnow, faith St. Paul, that if onr earthly 


houſe of this tabernacle were aiſſolued, \ we 
have. a building of God; an houſe not made 


 -with bands, Eternal in the bexuess. What 


great loſs 15 it rhen, if .this earthly taber- 
-nacle of our body be diflolved;whenas we 
-have a Royal palace prepared for us,which 


* 4s not ſubjeR todiflolution ? To rhe teſti- 


mony of the. Prophet and-che Apoſfile;let 
-us add rhe teſtimony of rhe Evangelift 
St. Matthew, 1n whoſe Goſpel we-may 
'read theſe words 'of our Saviour, Matth. 
'18. 8. Tf thy band or thy foot offend thee; cut 
*them off, and caft them from thee 5 It is bet- 
tir for thee to enter into life balt or _ 
rat 


rathtr than baving two bands or t * to 
be caft into extriafting fire. and 
rye offend thee, pluck "it out, and caf} it from 
thee: It is: better" for ther to-enter into. tft 


with one ets ratber than. having two | eyes ts 


be caft into bell fire.. O fire! O hell: - 
Eternity Time is. nothing, if it be eom- 


pared, with\Ettrnity 3 es mr 

io: loſs of time is no.1oſs ar all, ward 

gain, -if-thereby we gain. Eternity; 

hath- promiſed it, and St.. Matthew hath 
12, and ſcaled ir in theſe words 


of. our. Saviour, Marth. 194 29. Dr | 


that. bath-\ forſaken hovjes , or brethres;,, ar 
ſfters.,, or father, or mother, or gfe,” or 
childrens. or lands for my names ſalty; ſhail 


recebue - as -fald., - aud: ſhall iaberit © 


everlaſling life: Ts. it not clear enough 
that this okra is of bleſſed Eternity, 
when we have ſecurity given us. of recew-+ 
ing an-hundred-fold: reward? Apain,Chriſt 
co the: ſame | Eorgulift forewar- 
aingoſth > latter jucigmant, three timss / 
mentionofEterzity.cxprelly inthe” 
words, Matth. 2:5. 41, 46. everlaſting fire, 
of eternal fire; —— or eternal puniſh- 
m__ and life eternal. 

Secing therefore the holy. Fathers, the 
Church, -and rhe: ſacred» Scripture do fo! 
many ways A -untows' the. ſerious 
yr Pow: 2.x \Btexnity5 i - 610ur pt | 

I 


thine 


140 The fexth Conſideration |} 


i tome imrn.,.,o. mx, oe eco.u LEE. II. 


6 S. . ob oe Ren Ke Bond Bo es 


"+ 


—— — >. —— oa * 
+ 


GEICO. 7S 


* 


pon Sternity.. 14x | 


h and dury, as many of us as look for\Eterna! 


life in heaven, it 15 our part and duty ſe- 
rioully to medicate thus with our ſelves 
fend ret: an my Howght oP. 00 

Ve rotore t upon ternity.!. 
or.if I have thought upon it, in what. a 


cold and negligent manner haye 1 done it, 
notwich every day,yea every hour | 
and minute I draw nearerand nearer unto 


Eternity? Burt for the time to.come by the 
aliſtance of rhy grace I'will mind it more 
carefully than heretofore I havedone; and 
any time through thy bounty, riches 

> cobanc's I will nat ſet: my heart upon 
them; though the-world ſhould ſimle upon 
me, though I ſhould want no. temporal 
ro, Mr my. heart can deſire, th Fi 
ſeem to; flow jn. never ſo muc 
bundance, yet will I ſtill remember Eter- 
zity, In the EH of my proſperity theſe 
ſhall be <7 thoughts, But how.16 
ni this: fair weather neyer 
+ Hap ? fail this comfortable-ſun always 
ſhine upen me ? Orif I ſhouldJive iti pro- 
gory all the days of my life,whar ſhall it 
tme OE death? = air 


ous; unha y nap 
ew Liriom, Al arty low Eien : 
nl Rep. Bt if the worl al with tn. 


me,if I meet with many 
ans, rolls and: affiitions, if misfor- 
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runes befal me, if they ruſh upon me like 
waves, one on the neck of another, if 
be rurmoiled'and tofied-up and down.then 
. theſe ſhall be my daily thoughts. Well, 
ler the world haveirs courſe; am conrent 
to bear jt; Gods will- be done; Let the 
ſea be troubled, let rhe waves thereof roar, 
- ler the 'winds-of 'affliftions' blow, let the 
waters of ſorrows ruſh upon me, ler'the 
clouds of rentations threaren rain. and 
thunder, let the darkneſs of grief and hea- 
vineſs, compaſs me about, yet though the 
foundations of the world ſhonld ſeem y 
ſhake, yer will I nor be afraid. Theſe 
ſtorms will blow over, theſe wirids will be 
laid, theſe waves will fall, this temp 
cannot laſt long, and theſe clouds ſhall he 
diſpelled. Whatfoever I ſuffer here ſhall 
ſhortly have an end, I ſhall not. ſuffer F- 
ternally, Come the worſt that' can come, 
death will put an end to all my ſorrows and 
miſeries. © But no ſtorm ro that ſtorm of 
fire and brimſtone which. the damned fhall 
ſuffer in Hell Eternally and without end, 
All things here ſhall have an end, bur the 
torments there ſhall have no end, Whatſo- 
ever is not” within the circle'of Eternity, ts. 
ſhort, ſwift, and momentany;- tr 1s but a 
ſhadow, -but a dream, ſo faith Sr. Cby- 
Jofiome, Ir is but a Modicum or 4 thing of 
thing, a little, a very little, for-a little white, 
yea 


aviour beat upon this, ſpeaking to his 
Diſciples. All his ownſufterings, yea. his 
molt bicter death upon the croſs. he calleth 
buta littie. All rhe ſufferings, puniſhments, 
and violent deaths of rhe Apoſtles, all bur 
a little: And why fhould not I alfo think it 
but 2 little,whatſoever here I (uffer,though 
I ſhould ſuffer it an hundred years toge- 


ther 3 Heb. T7 27. For yet 4 little while, 


and be that (hall come, will come, - and will 
not tarry. ' I will therefore ſuffer patiently 


whatſoever can happen, and-account one ' 


thing only necelſary, and that is, To do 
nothing againſt my Conſcience, .avd diſ- 


picaſing unto God. For all is fafe and ſure 


with him who is certain and ſureofblefſed 
Eterni:y. | 


CHAP. IL 


This life in reſpeft of that which is to come, is 
but as a Drop to the Ocean, 4 little ſtcne 
to the ſand upon the Sea ſhore, a Center 
to the Citcle, a Modicum, 4 little, a very 
little timg.a Minute to Eternity. And ſuch 
are the ſufferings of this life in reſpe4 of 
the joys that ſhall be hereafter. 554 ak 


{ Oſt true ir is, whatſoever labour: cr - 
2 forrow we ſuffer in this life, 1t 1s 


H bur 
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" yea, 4 2try little while. Often doth our 
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' but a Modicum, or for a little while. Irs | 
the ſaying of St. Augufline, This Medicum 
or little while ſeems long mnto us, bicauſe it | « 
zs not yet all paſt and gone : But when it ſhall |} -« 
come to an end, then ſhall we perceive and T 
xnderland what a little while this Modicm || © 
was, The wiſeſt of men being to ſhew || 15 
the vanity and ſhorrneſs of this preſent | -tc 
life, though it ſhould be lengthned toan | tc 
hundred years : Which few men canreach | 'tr 
unto, makes choice of the moſt minute || iz 
things in the World, whereby to expreſs | 
\ it.and ſetit forth by way of reſemblance. | fi 
For thus we read expreſly in Eccleſtaſticus, || th: 
The number of a mans days at the moſt av || da) 
an bundred years. As a drop of Water un- | aln 
to the Sta, and a Gravel Stone in compari- || thr 
fon of the Sand; ſo are a thouſand years to | tho 
the days of Eternity, Ecclus 18. 9, 10. And | tho 
why then do ye rejoyce in this, ye lo Was 
lived men, that ye have lived an hundred | pref 
years? All our years are, What are they? Jeb, 
They are as a drop of Water unto the St, [0c 
and a Gavel Stone , in compariſon. of th [ſe? 
' Sand, And what is a little ſtone to thoſe- imag 
exceeding high Mountains of Sand ; and , 61 
what is a ſmall drop of Water to the deep 
' and fathomleſs Sea ? Such are fifty, ſixty, JAday 
yea,an hundred years. (Hear this, ye old 
' Men ) Theyare but a Modicum, a very IS Sey 
lirtle while, but a Minute of time, indeed Þdedi 
nothing 
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nothing at all to the days of Eternity. And 
yet, fooliſh and miſerable men, we are 


overjoyed with this little ſtone, this ſmall 


.drop. Our life is indeed 4 1ittle tons, but 
no jewel, no precious ſtone ; it 15. made 
of no better matter than Sand. Our life 
154 drop, but not of ſweet and freſh Wa- 


terz itis ſalt and brackiſh as the Sea-wa- 
ter 1s. For all his days are ſorrows, and his 


travel grief; yea, bis beart takheth no veſt 
is the night: So ſaith the Preacher, Er 
cus. 2. 23. It is the counſel of St. Augu- 
fine, Recal to- mind, ſaith he, the years 
that are paſt, from Adam to this preſent 
day: Run over all the Scripture ; it 15 but 
almoſt yeſterday ſince he fell, and was 
thruſt out of Paradiſe. For where are 
thoſe times that are paſt ? Certainly, if 
thou haſt lived all the time fince Adam 
was thruſt out of Paradiſe, even unto this 
preſent, thou wouldſt perceive and con- 

eſs, That thy life was not long, which is 

0 ſoon fled away. . For what 1s any mans 

life? Add as many years as thou wilt, 


- [imagine the longeſt old age. What is it ? 
| [Sit not as a - Morning blaſt ? All this is 


moſt true. I pray you tell me, where is 
Adam now ? where 1s Cain ? where is long ]. 
lved "Mithuſelah ? where is Noah ? where 
S Sem ? where is Ever ?. where is moſt 
wedient © Abraham ? Where is Jacob ? 

H 2 where - 
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where is Joſeph ? They are dead and go, 
their rime is paſt : We may fay of them, 
Vixerunt, fuerunt -Troes ; Once they wing, | 


now they are not, Thus our life palleth q- 


ml 


way ; thus the glory of the World paſſeth 
away. / O morning dew ! O meer vanity! 
"What 15 it that we do fo defire here? 
whar {0 long as to be hoped or wiſhed for 
' here ? -Shortit is, a Modicun it is, it is 
viſe and nothing worth, it 15 but a ſinall 
point whatſoever thine eye beholdeth 
here. Ir 3s a true ſaving of Gregory the 
Great: The longeſt meaſure of our life, s 
bur a pointzor 1t1s a ſhort [1ne that begins, 
continues, and ends in a pothit. I a me- 
mt, in the twinbling of an tye, 1 Cor. 1g, 
$2. all things ſhall have an end. Tha 
Jeen an end of all perfefFion, but thy Command- 
mnt 1 exceeding broatl, Pjal, 119. 69, 
Why then do we'account any time long? 
For thar-wiuch 4s paſt, - now is nor 3 that 
which is ro come, vet isnot; and whatis 
the preſent? The Glafs is always running, 
and the Clock never ſtatids ſtil ; the honr 
mus away by flying minutes. Whats 
own by, is paft and gone; what is yt 
behind, isfti!l rocome : But where is the 
time which we uſe to call long ? Bimarg 
mazhkes ofren mention of 'thar moſt" i 
and excellent ſaying of St. 7-vom?, (and 
Reader, i is worth obſerving.) No {dW 
048 
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ought to ſeem long unto us, no time lone, in 
which we are ſeebing ajter eternal g/ory. 

And yer though the life of Man be bur 
very. ſhort in compariſon vf Eternity, 
there 15 none of the damned that can juſt- 
ly accuſe God for not granting him a long- 
er. life. They muſt condemn themſe]ves 
for not living bctrer. There is 10 inquiſition 
in the Grave{faith Syracides) whether thes 
hat lived ten. or an bundred,. or a thouſana 
Jars... Ecelus 4 ts 4s 

.In Hell jt is no time to. complain of 
ſhortneſs of life, Every Man, hath lived 
long. enough ,, if he hath lived godly 
enough, 34"; | | 
. Here, Chriſtian Brother:, 1: will. deal 
more boldly and plainly with thee, and lay 
he marter ſo open, that thou ſhalt ſce 15 
early. preſenred before thine eyes.» Thay 
fayeſt, that thou doeſt often think upon 
Heaven.and that thou haſt an earneſt and 
longing defire after Eternity. - Sayeſt thou 
ſo ?:1 hear thee but I donor believe thee ; 
either would I have thee believe me, if [ 
ſhould ſay ſo. of my ſelf. For how can it 

+ 0 good Chriſtian Brother, how canir: 
he, that thou or I ſhould think ſo often, 


| 3nd: fo ſeriouſly upon Heaven, and have 


fach a longing deſire (at we ſay we have) 
after Eterxity, and yer be fo lukewarm, 
Yea, ſtone-cold, in Matters de 4 
H 3:. 9: * 
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fo flow an1 backward to that which is 
good, fo prone and forward to that which 
15 evil, fo ready and willing to all manner 
of wanronneſs, ſo querulous and com- 
p'aining , ſo ſlothful and negligent: 
Wher2 we ſhould be angry, there are we 
r90 patient; and where we ſhould be pa- 
rient and couragious, there are we too 
fainr-hearred and puſillanimous. In the 
fire of every light affliction, our patience 
melrs and conſumes away 3 nay, we are- 
often caſt down with a word, we are | 
blown down with the breath of mans 
mourh ; but never are we more impa- 
tient and deſperate, then when our wills 
are crofſed. I might ſpeak here of the 
hor Apoſtems of luſt , wherewith our' 
heafrs are often inflamed and ſwoln, and 
likewiſe of the devouring Cancer of 
Envy, which often eats into our breſts, 
and makes our fleſh conſume away; but 
I paſs them by. 

Notwithſtanding what hath been ſaid, 
we good and godly men, .as we profeſs 
our ſelves, and would have others think 
us to be,are too rimorous where we ſhould 
be bold, and too 'bold where we ſhould 
be timorous. Glory in nothing more thet! 
in this, That we have often in our minds 
the hearty deſires, the joys of Eternity. 
Believe ir, 1t 1s not credible, thar the 

| | thoughts 


S___ 


thoughts of heaven and Eternity ſhould be - 
ſo ofren in our minds as we ſpeak of,and' 
yet mean while that we ſhould live no het- 


ter than we do. DidI ſay, itis nor cre--. 


dible ? Nay I ſay, it is impoſſible. And 
thus Tſhall declare it. 

The Patriarch 7acob ſerved his Uncle 
Laban for his daughter Rachel ſeven years, 
And they ſcemed to him but a ſew days for 
tht love that be bare to h;r, Gen. 29. 20, 
Neareſt thou this whoſoever thoa art that 
ſocomplaineſt ? Thou ſerveſt no impoſtor: 
or deceiver” as Laban was, but God th 
maker, and him that will ſarely keep his 
covenant and promiſe. Thou ſerveſt nor. 
for a wife, but for the Kingdom of hea- 
ven : not for the beauty and fight of a: 
wife, but for the beartifical viſion and Etey- 
nal ſight of God : not for the delight and 
pleaſure of a wife, but for celeſtial and 
Eternal delights and pleaſures. And yet 
doth the trouble of one winters day often-- 
times ſo caſt thee down.;that ſuddenly all 
thy love towards God and thy deſire after 


| heaven begins to wax cold in thee, As 


ſoon as the; | of adverſity begins. thou 
breakeſt foro moſt bitter complaints; 
thou calleſt heaven and earth to witneſs, 
thou breatheſt nothing bur revenge 3. yea 
oftentimes, I believe thou ſparcſt not 


God: himſelf, bur calleſt his juſtice into. 


Hg queſtion. 
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queſtion. Ar other times when pleaſure 
w th her fawning allurements hath once 


en:iced rice, ſhe doth ſo bewitch thee and 


take away thy memory, that thou quite 


forgerteſt to ſerve God, and ſo runneſt 
heacions into the Labyrinth of ſin, which 
air Entrance, at 'leaſt ſeemingly, | 


hacrh a 
bu- leadeth thee the next way to deſtruQt- 
on. Ts this the vigilancy which thou fo 
much talkeſt of ? Is this thy heroical for- 


titade and love of God? How wilt thoy 


ſcrve God ſeven years, as Jacob did Laq- 
ban, when (alas !) thou canſt not endure 
the labour and ſorrow of one ſhort day ? 
Mark 14- 37. O Simon, Simon, ſleepeſt thou 3 


craldft thou not watch one howr with thy 
Lord and Maſter ? but hear further con- 
cerning the Patriarch Jacob : He being, 
beguiled by his Uncle Laban, who gave. 


him blear-eyed Leah- inſtead of beautiful 


Rachel, ſerved him yet ſeven years more 


for Its daughter Rachel, whom he dearly. 
I-ved : and no doubt but thoſe ſeven years, 
alio ſeemed unto him butas a. few days for 
the exceeding great love thiithie had unto. 
her. And it 1s very. likely Wl oftentimes, 
when he was weary at his work he had an. 
eye unto Rachels beauty, and. ſaid thus. 
with himſelf, ( ſurely, for her beauty ) 
She 1s worthy for whom I ſhould ſuffer 
ſeven years hard ſervice; and, if need 
were 
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* were,.1 would not ſtick toſerve yer ſeven: 
Fears more... Such was. the affection that 
,bore-unto Rach, that it made hins.- 

ce ſenſible of any labour. | 
:Heareft thou.-this,thow who goeſt ſor a: : 
daaldier-of Chriſt? conceiveſt rhou chis, 
gngerſtandeſt rhou this 2 How then canſt | 
thou ſtill murmure againſt God ? Thou 
+ bid co ſerve God for Gods fake, that 
thou mayeſt ar length. enter into Gods 
- Kel, reſt 3 Thoy aet-exhorted to tole- | 
ace and - patience here, that ſo thou 
yeft, be made partaker of immortality 
ich the blefed hereafter: And:yerſleep- - 
t thou, O- fluggard ? Haſt thou not an 
@ to hear ? Art thou ſtill complaining ? 
| but veckon wp the years which thyy haſt 

Bt in the ſervice of God, and ſee whether 
thou haſt ſerved. God fairhfully and pain- 
y twenty . years, as Faceb did Laban, 
tam afraid thou wilt come ſhort in thy 
reckoning * Haſt thou ſerved God ſo ma- 
BY months ? I tell thee, I make queſtion. 
it, - Number the nights thar thou haſt - 
t ip. watching and praying, recount 
-days which thou haft ſpent in holy - 
Gaciles, and ſee if thou- canſt truly ſay 
- kno-Gbd as Zacoh did to Laban, In the - 
& the drought conſumed me, and the froſt by - 
Welt, 4nd ww ſleep departed from mine eyes. 
 Tlyis have Theen twenty years in thy bouſe : I * 
ER & 7 ſerved | 


ferved thee fourteen years for thy two daugh- 
ters, and ſix years for thy cattel; Gen.-gt. 
40, 41, Tell me, Chriſtian man, haft 
thou ſerved God thus twenty years? Thait 
knoweſt thy wages if thou ſerveſt Gods 
Not Labans daughters,nor flocks of ſheep ; 
God himſelf ſhall be the reward of thy 
ſervice : Thou ſhalt be bleſſed hoth in ſau] 
and body ; Irſhall be well with thee on 
every ſide; Thou ſhalt enjoy all manner 
of delights ; great delights without either 
lacking or loathing, and without: end; 
Thou ſhalt ſwim in the bottomleſs Ocean 
of pleaſures : And yet (behold) thy hands 
are ſlack to every good work ; Thy feet 
are {low to go to Church ; thy heart con- 
ſumes away with envy, flames with an 
and revenpge,abounderh with the vermine 
of fiirhythoughts,and is quiredead qe 
flothfulnefs and impatience. Ts this thy 
ſerving of God ? Is this the way, think 
thou to heaven, to immortal life, to Eters 
nal blefedneſs ? Surely it-1s not. Why 
doſt thou not rather as Facob did, when 
tkou art weary with any labour which 
thou undergoeſt in the ſervice of God, 
when the world goes ill with thee, when 
adverſity prefſeththee, proſperity ſeduceth 
thee, and labours burthen thee, lift up 
thine eyes to heaven, behold Rachel, who 
15 pronuſed unto thee, and thus comfort 


up 
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up thy ſelf. Be not troubled, O my ſoul: 


; Behold thy Rachel, thy Rachel, which is. 


in heaven, fair Rachel, comely Rachel; 
Rachel that 1s. all--beautiful, not having 
any one blemiſh about her ! Behold hea- 
ven, and the houſe of thy Eternalreſt and. 
pleaſure! Be content to ſuffer for a while, 
a little ſorrow, and (ome pains: For thou 
ſhalr ſhortly be where thy Rachel! is; and 
there thou ſhalt be the more joyful and 
bleſſed, by how much the more thou arr 
here ſorrowful and afflited : There ſhall 
thy reſt be tlie more pleaſant and joyful, 
by how much-the more thy life. here is 
heavy and painful. Well then,be of good 
courage, ſhew Chriſtian fortitude and pa- 
tience, Eternity, bleſſed Eternity is more. 
worth, infinitely -more worth, than all” 
that we can do or ſuffer : If thus, O 
Chriſtian brother , thou wouldeſt ani- 
mate 'and encourage thy ſelf , if with 
fuch eyes thou wouldſt oftner look up 
to heaven, if with ſuch affe&tion thou 
wouldeſt _—_ think upon Eternity 3; be- 
lieve it, all the days of ſervice here on 
earth would ſeem bur few, for the great 
love which thou wouldeſt have 'unto E- 
ternity z Thou wouldeſt count all 1a- 
bour eaſie , all troubles welcome, all 


' lofſes gain. This I will fay , and there-- 


with 
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with I will conclude, The more a man 
thinks upon the Eternity of the world 
to come , the more care he will take 


here to ad a gadly life in this preſent 
world, p 


Thus faith the high and LE, 
that 1n habiteth” &TERNTTIE. 


| 


— 
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Adam! F ETERNITIE , Chriſt reganmed 
it; to this the Huge mwite 145 this 
the devil. raw us have a care 


s wit 


whether thou followeſt. 


THE SEVENTH. | 
CONSIDERATION 
Upon | 

ETERNITY. 
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E that is-t6 go through an houſe 
Jin 'the dark muſt go warily' and 
comandey Ntep after ſtep., and 
| or the wall; If mans un- 
derſtanding -will-be-prymng into Eternity, 
ith thitks here- in this life to:encer into. 
it, hets much-deceived : The way isdark 
and fall of difficulries, ;Hemay hurt him-- 
ſelf by the way, but heſhall never here 
atain unto it,, The way' thither is. bur 
ſhort indeed : but when a man' js oncein, 
there 1s no. coming out again. - And yet: 
thouph no mortal mai can {6 conceive of 
Eternity, that heican cerramly-ſay. what it 

8, notwithſtanding: che-infinjreneſs there- 
of is ſhadowed ont ach certains-pitures and. 

reſemblances, in ſuch matiner that every 
man may- .have a glumplc of it. Wharls- 
; *evet 
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ever we 'ſpcak or write concerning Etwr- 
tity, howſoever we fer It out 1n- colours 
all is but a ſhadow, yea a ſhadqw of. ſha- 
dows : No Orator in "the world can wich 
all his Rhetorick, ſufficiently expreſs. if $ 
No Limner with all his. curious art and 
Skill can ſet ir forth to the life. If all 
times that ever were and ever fhall be 
ſhould be put together, they would infi- 
nitely. come ſhort of Eternity + The lati- 
tude thereof is not to be meaſured-nejther 
by hours.nor days,nor weeks, nor months, 
nar: years, / non Leftlr as, nor: Olymiads, 
rior 1:4;&ions, nor Jubiles, nor Ages, nor 
Plato's yew's, nor. by the: moſt now me- 


tions of the Eighth, Sphere, rhough-theſe 


were multiplied by a.thauſand;.07: 4: mil- 
lions or; thei ;gredteſt mulplier of Numdr 
numbering ther can be imagined. - - Neither 
can it be meaſuged by; any Numba aim 


bered; as by-theStars of Heaven, the Sands 


of the Sea, the- Gras 'of ' the .Field;.:rhe 


numbce of 'Kaagity.1s paſi finding. outs; }; 


The Sailens uſe xa ind; the depth of | 


hehe 


wRIr— Line 4-1, 
and 


|  Cogiratinnss 

of: prom which-'yetls 
wing ous, But if we will go: by 
this Map, f'w we will fail by this Card, if 


we 


Drops of -the;River, and-ſuch kei + The 
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we will view well this Pifare, we ſhall 
come much nearer finding it, than other- 
wiſe we ſhould. _ | 

Chrift as a Child, taken as it were from - 
the Manger and the Cradle, almoſt quite 

naked, and without clothes, flands in the 
thuds : on bis ſhoulders he beays a Croſs : 
in the clouds there is this inſcription, E- 
TER NITT : bentath Chrifis feet, down 
upon the earth there is the. Sce/ztox of a 
man, or nothing but the bones of a man 
without hair orskin, only he hatha beard 
to be known by : in bisleſt hand he holdeth 
a piece of parchment , in which 
theſe words are written, Momen- Gregor. 
taneum quod deleffat : That which 
det hteth is momentary ; in his right hand 
he holdeth up an Apple, Near unto him 
there ſtandeth a Raven pecking a ſhell- 
fth, with this ſubſcriprion , Crag 'Crae, 
Fi Morrow, To "Morrow. The earth ofens 
ber mouth, and flames of fire break ors. 
and tend aloft, 1n-which theſe 
words are written, Aftarnum Gregor. 
quod cruciat, That which tormm- | 
tth is Eternal, Chriff coming down from 
the clouds Two adore with bended knees of 
divers ſex,in the place of all mankind. Be- 
hind them there is a running Howr Glaſs, 
or aDial meaſuring hours by the runn! 
of water, called a Clepſjdra ; and a Bok 

| ying 
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lying wide open, One one page there is 
written. They ſpend their days in mirth, and 
in a4 monent go down to the grave. Job 21, 
13... On the other page, Who ſhall deliver 
we from the hady of this death ? Rom. 9. 24. 
Before. them ſtands Two heavenly Angels, 
which embrace them with theirarms; and 
pointing at Chriſt bid them lift up their 
eyes unto him. - This 1s the Piftyre:. The 
meaning followeth. 


CHAP. I. 
Chriſt inviting. 


Hriſt the Eternal Son of the Etrnal 

. 1 God came into this world ,* ciad - 
with no other garment than- we, that js, 
ſtark naked. The garment of immorta- 
lity and innocency we loſt by Adams dif- 
obedience;: And now (alas /') how miſe- 
rably arrayed do we come into this world ? 
Chriſt rogether with us, yea for us, ſuf- 
fereth puniſhment and yer was not guilty 
. of any ſin. But what meaneth this Croſs 
#pon the Shoulders of the Son of God: ? It 
15 a bed on which he flept in death, Golgs- 
tha was his chamber, The Thorns his pil- 
low, and the Croſs his bed. Which ma- 
ny religious men of former times well con- 
; fidering 
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hdering with themſelves,have voluntarily 
ane freely choſen to lie hard and take h- 
tle rcſt, rhar 'at the day of Reſurrection 
they mighre riſe joyfully to reſt Eternal, 
Some, as we may read, have made the 
Earth their Mattreſs, Sackcloth their 
Sheet, and a Stone their Boulſler. And 
many there are which do fo ſtill to this 
day, But I leave them, and return to 
Chriſt. He ſuffered death, ever that moſt 
bitter and ſhameful death of the Croſs., To + 
what end ? That he mighr fave us from 
death Eternal, Dye we muſt all of us; 
bur our death is bur ſhort. In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye the ſoul 1c ſnat- 
ched from the body, and this is all that. 
which we call Death. - But it 1s not fo' 
with them- in ' Hell : Their torments far 
exceed all the ſorrows and pangs of death, 
not only becauſe there are more grievous 
for their quality, but alſo becauſe they are 
of longer continuance beyond all compari- 
ſon ; for-they are Eternal. So then their 
torments' are; always to be tormented; 
and their death,to dye always. And from 
this death hath Chriſt the Son of 'God de- 
livered us; the Chi/4 that we fee defcri- 
bed walking amidſt the clouds. Under his 
feet is a bare Scelcton, br the bare bones 
of a man, which by all ſigns we may ga- 


ther to be our forefather Adams. Hearken 
ve 
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ye children, and ye childrens children, 


hearken unto the words of your Fore-fa- 
ther Adam thus ſpeaking unto you. 


CHAP. II. 


Adam lamenting. 

C My Children, happy then indeed, 
if your Fore-facher had known. his 

own happineſs. but now miſerable, and. 
that even jn-this, becauſe mine. By me 
were you deftroyed before you were be- 
gotten';3 by. me were you damned before 
You were. brought forth. I fun would 
be as God, and: by that means Lam left 
ſcarce a man. | Before you; could periſh, 
vou.al periſhed in. me. I my ſelf do nor. 
know, whether you. may better call me a 
Father; or a: Tyrant, and. a Murderer. 
I'cannot wonder or complain juſtly that 
you are ſo vicious and fo ſinful 3. for you 
learned. it of me.. I am ſorry that you, 
are.fo diſobedient ; bur this you learned 
alſo of me. , I was firſt difobedient un- 
- to God that made me. The Angels in 
Heaven bluſh and are aſhamed to fee 
your Glutrony and Intemperance 3 but 
this is your Fathers fault. Your pride hath 
made. yqu odious. and: deteſtable brioee 
\ oa3 - 
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God: but this Monſter firſt conquered 
and triumphed over me, and fo Pride be- 
came more proud than ſhe was before. 
This 15 the inheritance you receive from 
me, nothing elſe butan; heap of miſeries. 
God indeed of his free good will gave un- 
ro me by a ſure promiſe Heaven for an 
Inhericance, and intailed jt upon you : 
Buri have undone you all, cut oft the In- 
tail, and prodigally made away all for 
one bit. I valued my Wife and an Apple 
more than you all, more than Heaven, 
more than God. A curſed and unhappy 
Dinner, for which I deſerved to Sup- in 
Hell many thouſand years after. I lived 
in Paradiſe, a Garden full of all delight 
and” pleaſure beyond imagination : God 
pave me the free uſe of all chings therein, 
only the fruit of one Tree was forbidden 
me. I was Lord of all the Creatures, I 
was wiſe and beautiful, firong and luſty. 
1 abounded with all manner of ddlighrs. 
The Air was then as temperate as could. 
he defired 3 the Clouds were clad in 
bright blew: the Heaven ſmiled upon ns 3 
the- Sun did'fhine fo pare, that nothing 
could be more. All things ſeemed tv 
prarifie us ar our new marriage. Our eyes. 
could behold nothing but that which was 
flouriſhing and pleafing ro them. Our 
ears were continually filled wirh _— 

| | the 
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the Birds thoſe nimble Choriſters of the 
Air ever warbling our their pleaſant dit- 
ries: The Earth: of it ſelf brought forth 
odop.ferous C:nnamon and Saftron. I 
was' compalied abour with pleaſures on 
every.ſide. I lived free and remote from 
all care, ſorrow, fear, labour, ſickneſs,and 
death.I ſeemed to be a God upon Earth 
Tne Angels in Heaven rejoyced to ſee my 
happineſs; there was none that did envy 
me, but my ſelf 5 but becauſe I obeyed 
not the voice of- God, all theſe evils fell 
upon me. | 

| I was driven out of Paradiſe, baniſhed 
from the ſight of God, and for ſhame I 
hid my face. Labor, forrow, mourning, 
fears, tears, calamities, a thouſand miſe- 
ries ſeiſed upon me, and quite wearied 
me out: You feel it, as many as are of 
_ my family ; and that which ſeemeth to be 
the end of a!l temporal miſery and ſor- 
a is ofcentimes the beginning of Eter- 
nal. 
, O my Children, learn by your own 
woful experience, learn by your own loſs 
and mine ; learn, I fay, to be wiſe at 
length, I will 'give you but one leflon, 
and it js but in three words, which you 
ſhall do well to learn by heart, and that 
is, To hate ſin. Behold ! Do you not ſee 
&4 grievous flame breaking out hard by 
| me 7 
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-me? It hath burnt ever ſince fin firſt 
encred into the World, and ſhall never be 

t out. | All other puniſhments are bur 
Fohe, and ſhall ſhortly have an end ; but 
the damned ſhall be tormented in this 
flame, for ever and ever. Now, if we + 
will, we may eſcape ir. Heaven is ſet 
open to all ; butrhere 1s no coming to it, 
but by the way of Repentance, and rhe 
gare of the Croſs, He that walketh in 
this way; and entreth in at this gate, may 
be certain of his Salvation, and eternal 
joy in the Kingdom of Heaven, where he 
ſhall have an everlaſting habitation. This 
1s the counſel of Adam to his children, I 
fay it is Adam's counſel. ' 

ho falling once, did make his children all 
Both guilty of his puniſhment and fall. 


CHAP. Il. 
The Ravens croaking. 


Ear unto the S:eleton of the Proto- 
pla, or the bare bones of the firſt 

Man that God made, is the Ravens place 
in the Piture, which maketh very much 
for the repreſentation of Eternity to the 
life. It is a well-known ſaying of St, 
Augnſline, Cras, Cras, that 1s, To —— 
| | 0 
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To morrow, us the woice. of the . Rave: 
Mourn therefore like a Dove, and beat thy 
bzeſt. The chiefeſt cauie, that I conceive, 
why moſt men loſe their part and portion 
of Bleſſed Eternity, is becaufe- they ſeck 


it not Tv day, but defer the ſeeking of it 
mull To morrow. For what is more frequent. 
or ordinary, than purring off repentance | 


ill To morrow, To morrow, Which Got 
doth know we are uncertain, wherher we 
(hall hve to ſee or no? Bur that';'we may 
not ſeem to pur it off without ſome fair 
 pretence we make many fair promiſes un- 
to God. 


I will To morrow, that T will, 
I will be ſure to do it-; 
Tomorrow comes, To morrow gots ; 
And flill thou art to do it. 
Th:s ſtill repentance is defer” d 
From one -dxy to-another : 
Until the day of Death is come, 
And Tudgment 1s the other. 


_ Bur the day of promiſe 1s fo long a com- 
ing, that the day of Death ofcen prevent- 
eth it, and we are ſuddenly ſnarchr away 3 


and ſwallowed up of Eternity, and o . 


plunged into the gulf; miſcrable men 

that we are, into the gulf of everlaſting 

horror and deſpair. This 1s it that _ 
et 
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eth many, faith S. Auguſtine ;- whileſt 
they cry, Cras, Cras, ' To morrow, To 
morrow, the gate is ſuddenly ſhut againſt 
them. Therefore the Son of Sir ach often 
callech upon us to this purpoſe, Make ns 
tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put not 
off from day to day : For ſuddenly (hall the 
wrath. of God come forth, and in thy ſecu- 


- rity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed, and periſh in 


the day of vengeance, Ecclus 5. 7, It was 
truly ſaid, of Seneca, that Roman Philoſo- 


pher, A great part of our life we ſpend in' 


doing 1!l ; the greateſt part In doing no- 


| thing; butall in doing another thing, ra- 


ther than that we ſhould. Not unlike to 
Archimedes, who when Syracuſe was taken, 


Circles with his Compaſs in the Duft. For 
do we not ſee moſt men. when the Eter- 
nal Salvation of their Souls js in queſtion, 
handling their Duſt, and ſtretching them- 
ſelves to their furtheſt compaſs, ſer upon 
the Tenter-hooks, as it were, and di- 
ſtrated with Law-ſuits, Money-matters, 
worldly buſineffes, and labors that ſhall 
nothing profit chem art the laſt ? Zternity 


Ka thing they never once think of,or elſe 
very ſeldom, and then but flightly for a. 
'| ſnatch and away, as Dogs are ſaid to lap 


at Nilus, Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
fil and troubled ahout many things, but one 
I 


thing 


was firing ſecure at home, and drawing - =: 
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thing is needful, Luk. 10. 41. and that is 
Beatitude or Bleſſedneſs : Not that on 
Earth, which ſuch as it 1s, 1s yet but 
ſhorr;3 but that in. Heaven , which is 
Eternal, 

Before we take any buſineſs in hand, 
we commonly examine it at this well - 
known rule, ſaying, Is it worth my pains, 
Shall T get my Bread by it ? Should nota 
Chriſtian man rather in the beginning of 
every work, fit down and fay with himſelf, 
Shall T gain Heaven by it ? Will it ay 
thing further me in the way to Bleſſed Eter- . 
zity?' Wedonot love to crouble our heads 
with ſuch Qzeres as theſe ; we put off the 
hearing of them ill another time; we 
do adjourn it from one rime to another 
and another, and ſtil! another ; and art 
the laſt day of rhe Term, we will grant a 
hearing. Foolh men ? When at Jaſt ve 
are nor able to labor, then we firft begin 
ro tnink of labor. When we mult needs 
depart out cf this World, then we begin 
co think upon anotner World. When we 
can live no longer here, then we begin to 
think of the life to come hercafter, When 
the hour-glaſs of cur ſhort time 1s run 
out, then we begin to think of Eternity, 
' When there 15 no time left for repentance, 
then preſently we will repent. Whenthe 
. Gate 1s ſhut, then we knock. But ar is 
the 


; 15 
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the fault of all ſinners in general, ftill to 
defer their repentance from clay ro day. 
Every finner 1s ready to ſay, (faith S. 4u- 
guſtine) IT cannot} now, I will another time. 
Alas! Alas! If another time, why not now? 
Dionyſus , Ring of Sicily , diſtrobing 
Atollo of his Cloth of Gold, ſaid thus, 
Ns eftati nec byemi veſtzs bac convenit, Tt 
1s a wear neither fit for Winter nor Summer. 
In Summer it 1s too heavy, and in Winter 
it is too cold. So do many (faith S. Am- 
broſe) play with God, and deceive their 
own Souls, They ſay, Let a young man 
live according to the faſhion of the 
World ; let him drink and dance 3 let 
him go to the Horſe-race, and to the 
Wreſtlers ; ler him go a courting 1n the 
fhelds with his companions. - Ir 1s for-ofd 
men to ſtay ar home, and not to ftir.a- 
broad, unleſs ir be to Churcl., This: 1s 
wo melancholy a life for a 50ung man, 
Buggwhen they grow old, what do they 
then ? Then are rhey old and tickly,weak 
and feeble : You muſt not look for theſe 
things of them ar that age 3 their ftrengrh 
will not permit ; It 15 not with them as. 
formerly it hath been 3 you mult give 
them Icave to take their eaſe ; let them 
have a care of their health : This is all 
they have to do. . 
I 2 Thus 


Thus we let the Summer and Winter of 
our age pals away, and never -once think 
of the Eternal Spring. But let us remem- 
ber our ſelves, and as we have opportunity 
let u4 do good, Gal. 6.10. Burt let not our 
ſong be any more, with the Black Raven, 
Cras, Cras, To morrow, To morrow, and 
ſo ler, To day, and To morrow, and the 
next, and ſo our whole life paſs away, and 
Eternity overtake us before we are aware, 
To morrow 1s not, Today only is ours. So 
fairh S. 7ames, Go to now, ye that ſay, To 
day, or to morrow-we will go into ſuch a City, © 
and continue there a year, and buy and ſell, 
and get gain , whereas ye kuow not what 
ſpall be on the morrow. For what 1s ourlife? 
It is even 4 vapor that appeareth for a bittle 
time, and then uaniſhith away, Jam. 4. 13. 
It was a very good anſwer that Meſſodamus 
gave one, inviting him to a feaſt the next 
day, ( as 1t 15 reported by Guido Bititi- 
cenſis.) My Friend, faith he, whyggoſt 
thou 1nvire pY againſt ro morrow ? I durſt 
not for theſe many years ſecure my ſelf, 
that I ſhould live one day ; for I have ex- 
peed death every hour. No man is ſuf- 
ficiently armed againſt death, unleſs he 
be always prepared to entertain it. What 
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is it elſe, bur raſhneſs and folly, folly and - | 


madneſs, and indeed meer contempt of 
Eternity, for a man to lie down in caſe 


Fs upon 
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upon a Fearher-hed, to ſleep ſecure,ſmort- 
ing and ſyoring, and to lodge an enemy, 
a deadly Enemy, all the while, tin, in his _ 
very boſom ? Sudden deaths arc very 
common and ordinary amongſt us. How 
many have we heard of,that went to Bed 
well over night, for ought any man could' 
tell.and were found dead in the morning ! 
I will not fay carried away out of their 
Beds, and caſt into Hell fire ; wherher it 
be ſo or no, God knoweth. Have wenot 
ſeen and known ſome that have been ſud- 
denly ſtruck, faln ſick, and died im the 
ſpace of an hour ? Withinanhour? yea 
kfs than an hour, ſound and fick, quick 
anddead. And yet do we (raſh and fool- 
iſh men) procraſtinate it from day to day 
= is nothing) from year to year do we 

efer our repentance, and the amendment 
of our liyes; and dearh mean time un-- 
expcced ſeiſeth upon us, and delivereth 
us up unto Eternity. S. Avguiin?, COr- 
reting in himſelf ſuch lingering and dan-- 
gerous delay, ſuch lenitude and back- 
wardneſs of mind and will to repent, faith 
thus, T felt and found how I w.rs bald in- 


4. tangled, and IT uttered ſuch lamentable com- 


Paints as theſe, Quamdiu, quamdiu, Cras 
& Cras ? Quare non hac hora fihis tur- 
pitudinis mex? Aw long (hall. T defer, 
and flill cry To, moriewv, To morrow 2 
| I 3 Why 
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. Why do T not now begin, tuen this very pre- 
ſent bour ? Why do I not break off my ſinful 
courſe, and begin to live better ?\ Thus 1 
ſpate and ſell a weeping for very contrition of 
fart. " 
Anthony the Great ( as S. Ferome wit- 
neflerh)) when he uſed exhortations to the 


pcople to ſtir them up to godlineſs and 


virtne, was wont to wiſh them always to 
keep in mind, and often meditate upon 
that ſaying of the Apoſtle, S$o/ non occidat 
ſaper iracundiam wejlram. Let not the Sun 
£0 dewn upon your wrath. And this pro- 
tib;tion he did not reftrain to wrath only, 
but made ir general : Let not the Sun go 
down upon. your wrath, hatred, malice, 
envy, luſt, or any other fin, leſt it depart 
from you as a witne(s againſt you. 

Fobn, Patriarch of Alexandria, had a 
certain controverſie with one Nicttas, 4 
chief Man of that City. The matter was 
ro be tried at Law, 7ohi was for the poor, 
Nicet as for his money. But for peace fake 
there was a private meeting and hearing 
appointed, ro fee if they could come to 
ſome compoſition and agreement. They 


met, they f<1| to words, they were hot at 


it, a great deal of choler and ſtomach 
was. ſhown on both parts, neither would 
yield a jot, neither would depart an inch 
from h's:right. A great conil!& there was 


* 
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. Can I. think-rthat God will be w | 

. with this, implacable wrath, and wilful - 
Rpbbornneſs.? The nigh draweth on - 
And fhajl 1 ſuffer the Sun-to.go down up- 


ani” * 
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between them, many hours ſpent to little. 
purpoſe : Ty were further off from As 
greement, at length, then before 3-: for 
neither would yield to Conditions pro- 
pounded by either. Well, it grew late, 
they departed more oftended and diſplea- - 
ſed one with another, than before, and 
ſo left the ſuit pendent. Micetas thought 


. it hard caſe to part with his money,. and 


the Patriarch ſeemed to be in the right, 
and to ſtand out in the Cauſe. of God.and . 


the Poor, But yet when Nicetas was gone, | 
the good Biſhop weighed the matcer het- - 
ar pulſe, __ go 66ers hamſelf . 
AgF 1185 Perranacy; and t he was ina - 


od cauſe, and. knew:-it Oo faid, 


leaſed 


on my. wrath ? That is \mpious;:and not | 


According to. the counſel. of. the . Apoftle. 


$0 the good: Prelate: could-nor be-ar'ireſt - 
till he had ſent unto Nicetas : For he-out 
of hand ſent Meſſengers. of good eſteem, 
and gave them this "charge, | thar they 
ſhould ay no more to him but only this 
Domine, Sl ad occaſum eſt, that is, Sir, 
the Sun is going down, Uporr the hearing 
of which meſſage, there was ſuch a ſudden 
Ateration wrought in Nicetas, that his 

| I 4 high 


kph ſtomach came down' preſently, he 
began to melt,his eyes did ſtand full fwoln 
with tears, and he had much ado to kee 

them in. Our of doors he ran preſently 
after the Mefſengers ( for he made haſte 
to ſpeak with the Patriarch) and coming- 
to F1m in humble manner, ſaluted him 
thus, Foly Father, IT will be yuled by you 
in this, or in any other matter, Whereupon 
the Patriarch made him very welcome; 
fo rhey embraced each other very loving- 
ly, and became good friends. Great ſure- 
ly was the virtue,and ſpeedy was the ope- 
ration of theſe few words, The Sun is g0- 
ing dswn : For prefently upon the hearing 
thcreof, a peace was concluded betwixt 


them, which was ſought for before with 


multitude of words, but could not be ef- 
feted. So do thou, whoſoever thou art 
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that knoweſt uy Bag guilty of any grie- |. 


vous fin, if not before, towards the even- 
ing, at leaſt, call ro mind thoſe operative 
words, The Sun is going down. For what 
knoweſtthou,whether thou ſhalt riſe aga) 
with theSun,or no? And if thou dieſt im 
the night; without Repentance, it is a 
ueſtion'in which Eternity thou ſhalt have 
thy part, ' whether of the bleſſed, or of. 
the curſed. Wherefore do what thou haſt 
to do quickly, The San i going down. But 
have a care it go not down upon: thy uſt 
- of 


F. 


© Ob A. RO 


ASS 
[1 


"7 Oe Ot On i, (d: 0. by OY ox (Þ- 


upon Fiernity, I75 
or luxury, etvy or blaſphemy, detraQion 
or theft, or upon any other grievous ſin 
-unrepented of. Good God ! What a 
thing is this ? If there be bura ſtain in a 
garment, a ſpot in the face, a blot in a 
cap, we preſently uſe ſome means to take 
itout, or, waſh it off. Are theſeſuch eye- 
ſores to us? And yet are we fo blind 
within, that we canner ſee our manifold 
corruptions and pollutions ? or dowe ſee 
and ſufter them ? Can we ſuffer them, 
and not. be troubled at them ? Are we 
troubled,and yer ſeek no means toexpiate 
and purge them out ? When we are pol- 
luted at any time with the ſtain of fin, we 
ſhould labour preſently to take it out; the 
ſooner it is done, the better and the eafief 
itis. Therefore, ſaith S. Ambroſe, we 
ought to be careful to repent : Burt that is 
not all, our repentance muft be alſo 
ſpeedy, for fear leſt the Heavenly Hus-- 
bandman in the Goſpel, that planted a. 
Fig-tree in his Vineyard, come and ſeek- 
for fruit, and finding none, ſay unto the 
Dreſſer of his Vineyard, Cut it down. If 
the ſentence be once paſt, there 1s no a- 
voiding the faral blow ; dowr-it muſt, 
If therefore we find our ſelves once 
wounded with fin, let us look for help in 
time. The brute beaſts which have no 
underſtanding , will teach us ſo much 
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proyidence. The Harts of Candy or Crete, 
as ſoon as they are ſtruck, run preſently 
ro their Diffamnum or Ditteny : The 
Swallows, to cure-the blindneſs of their 
Young. ones eyes, flie to ferch their Chz- * 
{i4anizm or Celandine : The Dog, when 
he 1s fick, maketh haſte to his Graſs, ro 
give him a vomit : The Toad fighting 
with the Spider, as ſoon as ſhe feeleth her 
ſelf begin to ſwell, crawleth to her Play- 
te, and fo 15s recoyered. 

Theſe by a natural inſtin&t, know their 
own proper Medicines, and upon all oc- 
caſions preſently make recourſe unto 
trem. Bur we poor miſerable Men.more 
unreaſonable. and without underſtanding 
. than the Beaſts, are wounded every day, 
and that many times deadly ; and yet not- 
withitanding we ſeek for no Medicine to 
cure cur Spiritual Diſeaſes. We ufe the 
f:me diet we were wont to do; we tals 
45 freely and merrily as ever we did ; we 
39 to Bed ar our accuſtomed hour, and 
teen a:-cording to our old compaſs, But 
Reventance 1s - the Phyſick thar goeth 

<oainſt our ſtomachs, Contrition cutteth 

us to the heart, Confeſton ſcemeth bitter 

in our mouths; We chuſe rather to con- 

tinue ſick, then to be cured. This 1s our 

rnſcreble condition 3 fo fooliſh are we, 

and void of underſtanding, either not 

know1ng, 
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knowing, or at leaſt, not imbracing 
_ which would: make for our Eternal 
; 00 : # x V FH ® & a 
F If we woultl give ear unto the counſel 
of the Heavenly  Anzels , which ſeem 'in__ 
the Picture according to their deſcription, 
to give direRtion unto us. and are indeed 
appoinred by God, as Miniftring Spirits 
for our Good 3 If we would, I fay, give 
ear unto their counſel, rhen certainly we 


ſhould neirher ſuffer our eyes roſleep,nor 


our eye-lids to flumber, neither the rem- 
ples of our heads to take any reſt, until 
our peace and reconciliation were made 
with God. They pur us ſtifl in mind;thar 


_ our day is almoſt ſpent, thar the night - 


draws on, that our glaſs 15 near running 
out, that death is at hand; and after 
death cometh judgement : Burwe fecurely 
walk on in our old way. Let the day 
ſpend, let the night draw on, let the plaſs 
run out; come death, follow judgment ; 
we are na troubled act ir, we care not, we 
regard not, no warning of the Angels 
will ferve our turn. : 


We ſweetly [eps and. never dream of this. 
Unhappy man whſoever thou art * 

—Potes hoc ſub caſu dixcere ſomnos ? 
And canſt thou ſleep in ſuch a caſe as this ? * 
Canft : 
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Canſt thou goto Bed, with a Conſci- 
ence thus laden with fin ? Canſt thou rake 
any reſt when thou lieſt in danger of Eter- 
nal Death ? Cauſt thou lodge in the ſame 
Bed with the Brother of Death, and en- 
ter fleep into thy bofom ? I can, I tell 
thee, that I can; and find no harm at all 
by ir. Be noert'too confident 5 that ma 
happen in the ſpace of one hour, whic 
hach not happened m a thouſand. Thou 
art not paſt danger; for conſider with th 
ſelf how long thou haſt to live. There is 
no great diſtance betwixt thy Soul and 
Death, Hell and Eternity, It 1s gone in a 
breath. Thou mayeſt moſt truly fay e- 
very hour , I am within one degree of 
Death, within one foot, yea, within one 
inch, Death need not ſpend all his Qui- 
vers upon thee : One Arrow, the head of 
one Arrow ſhall wound thee to the heart, 
and make ſuch a large orifice, that blood 
and ſpirits, and life and all, ſhall ſud- 
denly run out together. Either thou liveſt 
in a malignant and corrupt Air, or 
elſe thou art troubled with difſtillations 
falling down from thy Head upon thy 
Lungs, or elſe there is ſome obſtruQion in 
the Veins, or in the Liver, or elſe the 
Vital Spirits are ſuffocated, or elſe the 

Pulſation of the Arteries is inter 

eepted, or clſe the Animal Spirits = 
| c 
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back to their Head, and there are either 

frozen to death, or elſe drowned. One 
way or other thou poſteſt to the end of 
thy ſhort race ; and preſently thou art 
but a dead man, carried away to Eternity 
in the turning of a hand, before thou 
couldſt imagine or think upon it. There 
are a thouſand ways to bring a Man to his 
end : I do not ſpeak of lingring Deaths, 
\before which there goes ſome warning, 
but of ſudden Deaths that ſummon us, 
arreſt us, and carry us away all in a mo- 
ment. He dies ſuddenly that dies unpre- 
| way Death 1s not ſudden, if 1tbe . 
oreſeen and always expe&ted. That 1s 
ſudden death which was unpremeditated ; 
and unpremeditated death, is the worſt 
of all deaths ; And from ſuch ſudden 
death, Good Lord deliver us. It 1s good 
counſel for every one, let him be of what 
age he will, for no age is priviledged 
more than another : Death hath a gene- 
ral commiſſion which extends to all pla- 
ces, perſons, ages, there 41s none exempt. 
It is good counſel then, I i for every 
one at all times, and in all places, and in 
all companies to expe& death, and to 
think every day,yea, every hour to be his 
laſt : Then let him die, when pleaſe God, 
he ſhall not die ſuddenly. 


* 


How 


How-'many Men have. we. heard of, 
whoſe light hath ſuddenly been put out, 
and life taken away, either 'by a fall, or 
the halter, or poyſon, or ſword, or fire, 
or water; or Lions paws, or Boars tusks, 
or Horſe heels, anda thouſand more ways 
than theſe ! As many Senſes as we have, 
(char number is nothing. ) As many parts 
and-members as we have, ( and yer that 
is nothing.) As many Pores as there be in 
all the parts of our Body pur together, fo 
many windows are therefor death tocreep 
11 at,” ro ſteal upon us, and ſiddenly cut 
our throats. Thou waf? born ( faith Samt 
Auguſtine ) that . is ſure : For thou ſhalt 
ſurely die. ' Ana in this that thy death is cey- 
fain, the day aiſo of thy death is uncertain. 
None of us knows how near he draws un- 
ro his end: F hnow not (faich Fob, chap. 
22. 12,-) how long Thhall live, and how 
ſoon my Maker may tabe me away; or (as 
our Tranſlation hath ir) T &now not to give 
Hattering © titles ; in fo doing; my Maber 
world ſoon tabhe ms away. In the mid(t of 
our life, we are near unto death :' For we 
always carryicin our aofoms and whocan 
rell, whether he all l:ve rift the evening 
or no'? Fhjs murderer and than-ſtealer 
(for ſo T cail Death) harha thouſand ways 
ro hurt us, as by thunder and liphrning, 
ſt>rms and temoeft, fire and water, = 
| ws 
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Inſtruments of miſchief he hath of all 
forts, as Guns, Bows, Arraws, Slinge, 
Spears, . Darts, Swords, and what nor? 
We need not be beholding to former ages 
for examples of ſudden deaths. ; Alack ! 
we have too many 1n our own days. Have 
not we our ſelves know many, that laying 
themſelves down to flcep, have fallen mn 
fuch a dead fleep, that they are not to be 
awaked again, till rhey: ſhall hear- the 
ſound of rhe Trumpet at the laſt' day ? 
Death doth nor always fend his: Heralds 
and Summoners before, to tell us of his 
coming, but often ſteals upon us unex- 
pected ; and as he finds us,ſo he takes us, 
whether prepared or unprepared. Watch 
therefore ; for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour, Matth. 25. 13, There 15a kind of 
Repentance indced in Hell : But neither 
is 1t true, neither wilt it profit any thing 
at all, For it is joyned with everlaſting, 
and tormenting horror and deſpair. Now, 
now 1s the acceptable rime of Repent- 
ance, now whileſt it is called to day, Heb, 
3. 13. Bring forth therefore ſraits meet for 
repentance, Matth 3. 8. The night com- 
eth when no man can work, Joh. 9. 4. Work 
therefore while it 1s day. The day, farh 
Origen, is the time of this life 3 which 
may ſeem long unto us, but indeed 15 very 
ſhort, 1f ir be compared with — 
| An 


And after this ſhort day, of this preſent 
life, there follows the day of Eternity, 
which 1s infinite long, and hath no night 
to come after 1t. ; 

O Man, whoſoever thou art, think up- 
on theſe thin $ 3 but thou eſpectally,who- 
ſoever findeſt thy ſelf guilty of any grie- 
vous fin. Repent and amend, remember 
Eternity,and think upon the day of Death, 
It 1s uncertain in what place Death will 
expe thee; do thou therefore expe& 
Death in every place. As the Lord ſhall 
find thee when he calls for thee, ſo ſhall 
he alſo paſs ſentence upon thee, 
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How Chriſtians ought not only to look upon 
the Emblems and Piftures of Eternity, 
but come home and look within themſelves, 

ar ſeriouſly meditate upon the- thing it 


Rder requires now, that leaving 
() the Pſalmiſt, and the reſt, who 
have deſcribed unto us Eternity 
we ſhould deſcend into ourſelves, keep ar 
* home, and ſtay within... He is. a grear 
way from home, from himfelf, and from 
his own ſalvation; whoſoever hath an eye 
tothat only which is tranfirory, and for- 
-getteth that which is Eternal. 
"The Lawyers know well enough that a 
man will not let. go his right and title, 
though ir be but in a matter of three- 
half-pence, if it be a perpetuity, and to 
be yearly paidfor ever. Yeaitisthaught 
| a 


a great Rent, if a Man be bound co pay, 
though but three farthings yearly, to his 
Land-lord, as long as the World endures. 
In ſuch eſteem are perpctuities, though 
in things little worth, though hurt three 

. Pepper-corns. Tf thou art fo folicitous 
and eaper in purſuing thy right of three- 

 half-pence, how comes it to paſs, 0 
Man, that thou art ſo negligent and care- 
leſs inſceking after the Inheritance of an 
Eternal Kingdom, which may be had at a 
few years purchaſe ? Thou falleſt out with 
thy Brother for three-half-pence, thou 

ceſt ro Law with him, thou makeſt it a 

ong ſuit : In the mean time, thou ſuffer- 
eſt others to carry away the Inheritance 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, What is the 
reaſon ? Is it ſo little worth ? Ts it not 
worth looking after ? Ir ſeems thou think- 
eſt (c,nrelſe thou wouldſtlabor for it.more 


about other things; thou thinkeſt all pains 
little enough 3 - thou art never weary 


that thou thinkeſt ro be a great way off, 
ſure fo much as once to think upon it; 
grievous thing, and very weariſome to be 


always looking after that which yet 15 nn 
ere 
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than thou doſt. Thou art much cumbred 


ſecking after them : But as for Eternity, 
and therefore thou art ſcarce ever at lei- 


or, if thou art any time at leiſure, then 
thou haſt no mind to it” O! It 82 


>= WEE FER R8g SST HS 


3 os es. i. 29. I BO. Fs er 


7307 7 


— 
K 


' on & (> 9.5 


upon Eternity. 187 
here ever throughly to be looked into, Who 


would trouble his head, and weary his 


mind about it? We are all for the preſent. 
Give us preſent poſſeſſion 3 - that is the 
thing we deſire, that 1s the thing we de- 
light im : There 1s ſome content in 
that. . | 

See our folly and want of difcretion. 
What blindneſs is this, or rather is jt nor 
madneſs, to look for certainty where none 
is, and where it 1s never to look for it ? 


Ina buſineſs concerning our temporal and 


uncertain riches, we love to be certain, 
we will have good ſecuricy, which yer, at 
the beſt, 15 very uncertaiv. But concern- 
ing Eternal and certain riches, we make 
our ſelves ſo certain, that we look for no 
afurance ; we are fo ſecure, that we look 
for no ſecurity, which yet, if we would, 
we might have as gcod as could be deſired. 
Does any man lend money without a Bill, 
or a Bond, or Pledge ? Every man hath 
this preſently in his mouth, I love to be 
certain z I defire good ſecurity; I will 
go ſafely to work 3 I will not pur the mat- 
terto hazard. Things preſent and cer- 
tan, when we hold the balance, always 
weigh down. things tuture and uncertain. 
better, ſay we, (as the Proverb poes ) is 
me Bird in the hand, than two in the buſy. 
And, I bad rather ſee a Wren in a Cage, 

| Fan 


Plautus hismind, wecarry our eyesin our 
hands; and believe no more than we ſee, 
What fond and fooliſh Men are we, that 
ſeek for certainty of ſuch things as are 
moſt uncertain, which deceive us moſt 
when we make our ſelves moſt ſure of 


them, which make themſelves wings and 


Hlie away, whileſt we think we have them 
faſt enough in our hands ! But, he « 
known unto all Chriſtian people, what 
aſſurance and ſecurity Chriſt, che King of 
Heaven will give : What aflurance, 1 


ſfay, of Eternal Life, Chriſt will give un- 


to all chote that will enter Bond for per- 
formance of Covenants. Tj thou wilt e- 
ter into life, heep tba Commandments, 
Matth. 19. 17. S1,v:x ad vitam ingredi, ſer- 
V4 mandata, The Condition of this Ob- 
ligation is ſuch, That if thou keepeſt the 
Commandments, thou ſhalt enter into 
hfe, Life Eternal : Bur if thou breakeſt 
the Commandments, in as much as thou 
breabeſt them, then this Obligation ſhall 
be void, and of none eftet. For whoſe- 
ever breaketh one of theſe Command- 
ments, and deferrerh h1is repentance, and 
dath not the ſame hour wherein he hath 
finned , ſeek” reconciliation and peate 
with God, whom he hath offended ; he 
is 11 danger to loſe himſelf, and. all =” 
[ 
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' he hath, and manifeſtly. hazardeth the. 


Eternal Salvation both of Soul and Body. 
There 1s but three fingers bredth,or rather 
but an inch between him and death. For 
he hath within himſelf the matter of a 
thouſand diſeaſes and cauſes of death : 
And yet raſh and fooliſh Man, he. perfiſt- 
ethand continueth ſtill without fear or wit _ 
in the ſtate of damnation ; in which ſtate, 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to take him away 
ſuddenly, he is in danger. to periſh ever- 
aſtingly. Ts it not a bold and fooliſh 
part, for a Man to adventure all that 
he hathat a caſt, and hazard the loſs of 
Eternal Riches, when he may eafily keep 
them ? OI 

If a Man ſhould ſuffer in Hell bur fo _ 
many toriments , as he hath lived hours, 
or but ſo many torments as he hath com- 


mitted fins all his life ; this might. ſeem 


ſomewhat the more tolerable, If it were 
ſo, that in Hell there were any end of 
torments, after the expiration of any cer- 
tain humber of years, Men would make 
nocad of finnng, all the days of their 
life. The enemies of God would increate 
every day more and more, For albeit 
they know that the torments in Hell are 
ſo many in numer, that they cannot 'be 
numbered; folong for continuance, that 
they cannot be meaſured 3 fo A 
or 
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for quality, that they cannot be endured, 
bur with ſuch infinite pain, that every 
minute of an hour ſhall ſeem a whole 
year, Notwithſtanding all chis, Men are 


nothing deterred from fin, but walk. on, 


boldly, or rather run headlong to their 
own deſtruction. Lg.” 

If all the torments that can be infli&- 
ed or imagined, ſhould be heaped roge- 


ther upon the head of a Man for an hun- | 
dred years together, they would not come 


near the puniſhments of Hell for one year, 
no, not for a day, nor yet an hour. All 
the puniſhments that Thieves, Robbers, 
Murderers, and ſuch MalefaRors ſuffer, 
though grievous for the time, yet they are 
quickly cnded ; in three or four daysthe 
are over, Or in the compaſs of a wee 
at moſt ; but the torments of the damn- 
ed are not for a year, or an age, but 
for ever. God ſhall ever puniſh them, 
becauſe he can never puniſh- them e- 
nough, though he puniſh them to all 
Eternity. 
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upon Eternity. I91 
CHAP. I, 
Eternity doth not only cut off all comfort and 


aſe, but even ali hope alſo. 


 forter 1n all calamities and diſtreſles, 


F: this life we have Hope for our com- 
= which hatha ſovereign virtue to miti- 


| wee and aflwageall pains and ſorrows. And 


of his great mercy, for the moſt 


| inall adverſicies, ſtill Jeaveth a Man ſome 


Hope to help and ſuccor. The fick man as 
long as he lives, he ſtill lives in Hope : As 
long as there 1s life, there is Hope, But 
after this life ended, there remaineth to 
the damned nomore any Hope of comfort, 
Hee, the laſt comforter of all , taketh 
her flight,and Erernal Deſperation ſeiſerk 
upon them. The Prophet Daziel ſpeak- 
eh of an Angel coming down from Hea- 
ven, and ſaying, 'Hew the Tree down and 
dfiroy it,” cut off her boughs, ſhake off her 
leaves, and ſcatter her fruit abroad, yet 
have the "flump of the Roots thereof in the 
Earth, Dan. '4. 23- Upon which words 
faith St.” Ambroſe, The lexves and the fruit 
art ſhaken off , but the root is preſerved 3 
that is, Delights here are taken from us, 
and puniſhments are inflited upon us,but 
yet Hope 1s not taken away from wt - 
; RK old? 
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hold ! The Root is preſerved, Hoe is left 
behind. In Hell it hath no rooting, Be. 
bold the day cometh, -(crieth the 
Malachy) that ſhall burn them - up, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them nei- 
ther root nor branch. And 7ob lamenti 
cryeth out,-1 am gone, and my- Hepe bith 
be tag — pre ob 1 us e 
Hope, or, The expifiation of the wicked 
ſball-prriſh, fo faith Solomon. Prov. 10. 28 
Therefore whileſt there is time and place 
for Mope, let us have Hope; but ler us 
Hope for, ſach things as ve ought, All 
humane-things are yain and uncertain, 
The Heathen Poet tells us {0 much in 
theſe Verſes, 


Omnia ſunt hominum tenut pendentia filo, 
_ Et ſubito caſu que valuer truunt « 


All bumane thingshang by .a ſlender thred, 
What flands moſt firong, ts quickly ruined. 
We muſt not therefore place our Hope, 
cruſt, and confidence in ſuch things. Saint 
Sernard 'ſheweth us a better way in theſe 
words, Faith ith, God bath prepared for 
the faithful , great and unconceiahit good 
things, And Hope ſaith, Herbath: reſerved 
them, and {aid them up for thee. And Cha- 
rity ſaith, ih the third-place, I make w_ 
an 
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andthink it lang till I com:to them. True 
Hope,” as St. Gregory affirmeth, raiſeth up 
the mind to the thought of Zternity, and 
taketh away the ſenſe : of - all - outward 
crofles and: tronbles. : True Ape makes: us 


40 underſtand, that:all worldly things are 
vain, but a Modicumi, bur |fari a -moment.. 


Rur,. O that-moment, -on which all £#rer- 


x9 doth depend.!-Theday of death, and 
the hour of the exrreamand laſt agony,,is 
properly that momenr, ;and that precious 


jewel ; for buying whereof, the wiſe Mer- 
chant ſellerh all that he hath. But few 
know the worth of this jewel \Abour E- 
ternal Salvation, faith:'St. Zereme, every 
man 1s negligent. But:what1s the reaſon 
that men are ſo negligent in a thing of 
ſuch great moment ? Poor Men ! We are 
troubled with weak and ill eyes. © We ſee 
well enough near at hand, but we: can 

perceive any thing afar.off' + 1 do 
not ſpeak'of ſuch as are. come to mans 
eſtate, or ſuch as are grown old. Boys 
and Girls when they are new taken from 
their; Cradle, before they have all their 
teeth come forth, learn the firſt elements 
of vices, they ſmutch their fingers pre- 
ſently with the ſoil of covetouſneſs ; 
and after a while , they have an unſa- 
table defire after getting riches ; they 
learn to make good njarkets for them-. 

: 2 . -felvey 
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ſelves; if they meet with a good permy- 
worth, they preſently lay hold A; 4 
their hands preſently in the purſe, either 
laying out for gain, or receiving in gain; 
whey —__ make the _—— and 
advantage of thetr;.money ;.:they get an 
;oGeht imo the myſtericsof divers node. 
they will be talking ot merchandiſe, they 
will learn good judgment of Wines; the) 
will tell you what faſhion and cut is in uſe 
beyond ſea, Juvena! the Poet in his Sa- 
tyrs, gave theſe. a-laſh leng ago. 


This old Wives teach Boys in their Infang, 
And Girls do learn before their A BC. 
Henceis rice. 
' Of every vicye 


Hence cometh our groſs ignorance,and 


RO ——_—_ of things Ecernal. Young 
an 


old, all do overyalue their Money ; 
but as for Heaven and Eternity, they 
know not, neither will they underſtand 
—_— worth of them, But let us pro- 
ic ' | 
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CHAP. FH: 


Eternity is a Sea, and a thru-headed Hydra :- 
but it 1s a:ſo a Fountain of all Foy, 


Would fain ask thee, O Chriftian 
L Man, whoſoever thou art that heareſt- 
Sermons ofteri, but ſeldom, it may be, 
with attention and devotion 3-thee efpe- 
cally fatn would Iask one queſtion. Sup- 
poſe thou ſhouldſt rake inſhand to ladeout 
al the Water in the Sea, into a ſmall 
River near adjoyning, which runnerh back 
2gain into the Sea continually, as faſt as-it 
iscaſt our. Suppoſe thou ſhouldſt uſe no 
ther Ladle but avery ſmall Spoon to caſt 
itout withal, Now. tell me, How long 
doeſt thou think thou ſhouldſi be in drain» 
ing of the Sea : Or again, Suppoſe thou 


ſhouldſt draw it out with a Bucket as big 


&#an Hogſhead 5 and as faſt as thoy draw- 
eſt; pour it out ' into another: Channel; 
Anſwer me, In how many years doſt thou. 


think thou ſhouldſt be able to draw the 


Sea dry ? To fit ſcorching and frying in 
the flames of Hell fire ſo many years, I 
know thou wilt ſay, were a grievous and 
wretched torment 3 and yet the damned 


would think it well with-them, if it-were 


ſo:They would like-the-condition-well,and 
K 3 not 
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not think the time long, ſo that they had 
any afſurance,thatat length their torments 
- ſhould have an end.and not extend to all 
Eternity. * 

We read in Heatheniſh Authors of old 
time, a thing more ſtrange than true, of 
a cerrain Hydra or Snabe, which (as they 
feigned) had three heads, and as ſoon as 
one was cut off, had two ſhoot up in the 
Pace thereof. - But if this Hydra be any 

where to be found, it is in Hell; where 
there is a threefold Eternity, which like 
the Zjdra ftrercherh -our her long neck 
with three heads, that is,  Fhe pain of. boſs, 
the paln of ſinſe,and the worm of Conſcience 
that never dieth. What miſerable and 
wy yt men are we, that having but 
a ſhorc journey to go, but full of dangers 
all the way,go on notwithſtanding ſo mer- 
'nily and ſportingly, as if we were walkin 

all rhe while through Paradiſe, or a mo 


pleaſaug-Garden, free from all fear of E- | 


nemies-; and in theend of our walk, pre- 
ſently to be received and admittcd as Ci- 
tizens into our Heavenly Countrey.a place 
of all ſecuriry ! For can we be ignorant ? 
if we-+be, it 1s our own fault. But we can- 
not-be ignorant, that at lengrh we ſhaſl 
come to- the: two Gates of Eternity, .the 
-one of the bleſſed, the other of the damn- 


£d ; And enter we muſt at one of _ 
- that 
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that is certain 5 at which God knows, it 

x accordingly as we ſhall behave and carry 
our ſelves by the way. | 

_ 'Lan*mtius ' Fuitinianus , wondering at: 
the 'imerry' matineſs of fauch Travellers , 

breaks forth 1nto this exclamarion, 0 the 
lament able ' condition © of | mortal mm, which 

20-08 txulting all. the way, while. they are 
but exiies., or baniibed men from their own” 
Countrey 7 Letius not- ſettle our minds up-- 
bnany vain joys,and fond toys by the way, 
whleſt we are 'itravelling towards our 

Couttray 3:buv terasſorum our race, that 

achicend thereof weimay obrain admit- 
teen ir:the Garegwhich isrhe'\entrance 


- 1gEvernal Bleſſednefs. God hath indeed 


createtdiis rather. unts joys and pleaſures, 
thaw unto: laborsand:{orrovs ; but we are 
muclkmiſtaken,bork: ofthe rimeand place: - 
Ktismot here,” it ſhall be horeafter.” Joys 
ec yeepared Vin 'Heaven;>but note: but 
good and fairhful fervants ſhall enter 


the 
into them. And by what means may a 
man obtain entrance ? 'Knoweſt thou nor 
whar Chriſt ſaid? The Kingdom of Heaven 


| vialenge, -ant the wiolett take it by 

2, "Mgt. N41. 012. Think now "thus 
with thy felf}: Amiibohis violene-man ?* Ts 
this thewjotence' hereſpoken of, Toear, 
to drink, to riſe upto play, to lie down.to 
cake my eaſe ? It is" nor certainly. Fight 
PUP 2 4--- -. we 
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we muſt, but it muſt be the good fight, 
like Chriſtian Champions 3 Run we muſt, 


bur-ſo, that we 'may obtain 3 Strive we | 


maſt, bur to enter 1n at+the ſtrait Gate. 
Labor we muſt; and offer violence to the 
Kingdom of Heaven 3 but it muſt bein 
due time and place.Now whileſt we have 
time here, whileſt we are on the way, 
whileſt we have life and ſtrength, that 
when we come to ned pre of death, and 
ſo paſs the Horizonof this World.and de- 
part into another, never to-'return;back 
again 3 when we ſhalt be. rranflated-from 
Time to Eterxity, then at the laſt we 
have joy for our life paſt, and hope for that 
which 1s to come. Letus: therefore, 
' Jer . _ FA ſay, and: offer FR 
. our ſelves, fighting againſt our 'own'\fro 
ward wills.and Aeon : So ſhillawe obs 
rain by the;mercy of God, cy reſt 
for ſhort labor, and 'eternal glory fora few 
days travel. 7 10 
True and folid joy is not here tobe 
found in vain delghts and pleaſures, but 
in Heaven;where there is joy. and 
for evermore. God. prepared 4 gourd." and 
made it come over Jonah, that" it might'bt' 
ſhadow over bis head, to deliver bime from:Vis 
grief, Jonah 9. 6. So Jonah was exceed- 
' ing glad of the gourd. And what isall the 
pleaſure, or rather vanity of this p_ 
orld ! 
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. Their mirthis ſoonturned into mourning 3 
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* World? Isit: not like Fonebs gourd flou- 
riſhing for a time, and yeilding a comforr- 


able ſhadow ? Rich Men have their gourd 
alſo,that is,their riches, under the ſhadow 


"whereof they rejoyce with exceeding great 


joy. , Drunkards and Gluttons have their 
gourds alſo, that is, great. Tables and;de- 
licious fare, under 'the ſhadow whereof 
they are merry and joyful. Voluptuous 
Men alſo have their -gourds - too, ' that 1s, 
their unlawful pleaſures, under the ſha- 
dow whereof they lie down and ſport : 
themſelves. But (2/ah [) ſorrow follows 

ſuddenly overtakes it. 


and their. delights. and pleafures end in 


_ gall and bitrerne6.- For what became of 
 Fonahs gourd ? God prepared a worm when 
the morning roſe the next 'day, and it ſmote 


the gourd that it withered, Now tell me, 
Jonah, where is thy gourd ? What is be- 
come of it ? Where 1s now thy exceedin 
great joy-? They are both gone together, 
thy. gourd.is withered, and thy-joy is end- 
ed, Such are our vain delights and plea- 
ſures, ſuch is our joy, rather ſhadows of 
things than any thing indeed, /rhey paſs a- 
way ſuddenly, and become like . Zonabs 
gourd.that ſoon withered. The joy of this 
World is but for a moment, bur-che joy of 
the life to come is for all Etern:ty. 
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CHAP. II. 


Hire is declared by a moi memorable ex- 
ample, How fwett and precious the taſte of 
Eternity is. 


"THis knew Fheodorus very well, one 
- 3 born of Chriſtian Parents ; and, as 

-k ſeems, he learned it betimes, when for 
. years he was but a youth, bur an old man 
- for judgment and diſcretion. For on a 
great feſtival day , kept throughout all 
Ezypt, there being a great feaſt at his Fa- 
thers houſe, and many invited thereunto ; 
when ſome were cating and drinking, 0- 
_ thers Jaughing and playing , and others 

ſporting and dancing ; he amidſt all theſe 
jollities, retired himfelf to his inward 
Cloſet, finding- himſelf wounded to the 
| heart, but with a chaſte arrow. For thus 
he began to expoſtulate with himſelf. Un- 
happy Theodore ! What would it profit 
thee, if thou ſhouldſt gain the whole 
World ? Many things thou haſt indeed, but 
canſt thou tell how long thou ſhalr enjoy 
them-? 'Thow liveſt in abundance now ; 
thou maſt feaſt it,and make merry ; thou 
maiſt laugh and be fat,thou maiſt rejoyce 


and $kip for joy. But art thou ſure how 
- bong this ſhall laſt ? I ſhould like it wellzf 
| it 
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jt would laſt always, Bur: what ſhall I do ? 
ShallI for the enjoying of-rheſe ſhort and . 
tranſitory pleaſures & delights, deprive my 


ſelf of thoſe joys which are Eternal ? Tell. 
me, Theodore, 1s this according to Chriſti- - 


.an Religion, to frame - unto our ſelves an 


Heaven here on Earth, and think to paſs 
trom delights to delights, from Temporal * 
to Eternal : Either I am much deceived, .. 
or elſe Chriſt ſhewed unto as another way 


unto the. Kingdoar of Heaven, and that 


is through many-cribularions. ' Therefore + 
have no more todo with worldly vamries, ' 


-but prefer Eternal joys before Temporal. 


Thus he ſaid.,and fell 'a weeping. So then. 
he retired himſelf into a withdrawing. 
room, and there proſtrating himſelf upon . 
the Earth, he prayed after this manner. 
Eternal God, my heart is naked and open - 


before thee , I ſend up my ſighs as bumble 


Orators and Petitioners unto thee : 1 

not what to ashþ., xor how. Onely this one thing - 
I beg at thy. hands, that thou wilt not ſuffer 
me to die an Eternal Death. Lord, thou 
bnoweft that T love thee, . and that I defrre. to - 


-be with thee,” that 1 may ſing Eternal praiſes 


unto thee. Lord have mercy upon me. "Whileft. 
he was thus praying, in comes his Mother, 
ona ſudden, and comm | agate 

the redneſs and moiſtneſs of his eyes;that 
he had beena weeping and _—y He ; 
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Lith, My Son, What is the matter with 
thee ? Why weepefi thou ? Why mourniſt 
they ? Why kegjeft thou out of ſight to day? 
Why doft thou not come to the Table? Thy 
reſt are all there : Thy company 3s deſired : 
Come away. Burt Theodore anſwered, and 
ſaid, I pray you, good Mother, have me ex- 
cuſed ; T find my ſelf ſomewhat ill at ſtomach, 
T pray you de not urge me to, eat or m 
againſt my flomach. So with a fair an 

colourable pretence he ſent away his Mo- 
ther. Then being alone,he conferred with 
God and himſelf about Eternity, and 
ſtrialy examined all the courſe of his life 
ſaying unto himſelf, What am I? or, What 
have I been? How bath it been with mt 
heretofore ? 'or, How ſhall it be with me 
hereafter, if I loſe my part. and fellowſhip in 
the Kingdom of Heaven and Bleſſed Eter- 
wity £ There are divers ways to Heaven : 
Some g0_one way , ſome anothery it ws 10 
.matter which way we go, ſo we come thither. 
But becauſe all ways are not alihe, neither art 
all natures alike, every man ought ts chult 
that way which is meſt corvenient. There 1s 
a (tort way, and a long ; a ſafe way, and 
@xngeraus.  Tfthen I be afraid to go a long ana 
dangerous way, there is a ſharter and a ſafer, 
. which if I ſhall chuſe, -without all doubt,” 1 
ſhall have the Angels for my companions and 
comforters, aud they will alſo reroyce. + 
. Will, 
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Well, Theodore, defer 4 white, but © not 
too long, and'do' not yield too much. IT bope 
T ſhall one day grow a' ſtrong man, and then 


I ſhall be-bette able to deal: with mine ene- 


nies, for I ſhall-find thoſe that 'are flrong : 
But what if they be eafie, flattering,” fawn- 
ing, and ſuch as will even weep for me ? The 
trath is, I am moſt <p uch. But pluck 
up 4 good heart, man, and though by nature 
thou art flexible and eaſily moved, yet pray 
wnto Chriſt, and be will make thee flrong and 
immovable. But what” if thy . Mother falls 
a' weeping , beſeecheth thee with her tears 
trickling down her checks? What if ſhe bangs 
about thy neck; and defires thee to (pare thy 
ſelf ? What if (he ſhews thee her breaſts which 
gave thee ſuck ? Will not all theſe move 
thee? Here remember what St. Jerome 
ſaith , Notwithſtanding all theſe importuni- 
ties, run with ſpeed unto the Standard of 
Chriſts Croſs. It is a virtue and praiſt-wor- 
thy to be cruel in ſuch a caſe as this. It is 
the portion and inheritance of thy Mother the 


"Church, to fland under the Croſs of Chriſt : 


So did Mary, the Mother of Chrift ; and ſo 
'wuſt thou, if thou wilt hav? God thy Father 
in Heaven; and the Church, thy Mother, on 
Earth : Ana ſo thou wilt do, if thou beeff 4 
true ſon and no balard. But muſt I doit 
now in my youth, in the flower of mine age? 
that is hard: So'it is, indeed, to SS 
loo 
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blovd. But experience teacheth it, that God 
is not well pleaſed with late ſervice ; for late 
ſervices are ſeldom good. Therefore thiy do 
well, that begin to ſerve God berimts, that 
ſeek bim early, and that remember bim in the 
days of thtir yeuth, and learn to ſubmit their 
tender necks unto the yoke of Chriſt, But 1 
have been brought up, tenderly, T have bun 
fed with dainties 3 and ſball I now enter up- 
01 4 firift and rigid courſe of life, and bid 
adieu to all my pleaſures? Shall I be able to 
endure it ? I bope T ſhall. - But, bow long ? 
For 4 year or two ? That is not enough :-I 
muſt go farther, and continue to the end, even 
as long as | live. Therefore weigh and con- 
ſider the matter well with thy ſelf , befor: 
thou reſolveſt ; and either never begin, or 
elſe continue to the end. I will by Gods aſifl- 
ance; for T hope be will not leave me alone 
to (lrive with theſe difficulties, which of my 
ſelf I ſhall not be abie to overcome. But it 
is 4 hard matter to (irive againſt cuſtome. I 
haue hitherto lived like a Nobleman, and '4 
Freeman ;, and ſhall F now live like a Poor- 
man, and a Slave ? or, If T do how long 
ſhall T live ſo ? If T put on the Poor-mans 
perſon, and aft in the Theatre of this World, 
when ſhall T put it off ? At the end of tht 
laſt At. And how far is it thithtr ? As 
long as it is to the laſt breath. Thy part is nt 
ended till thou art to depart out of this Bf, 

| | f 
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F thou once comeſt forth in the Poor-mans 
dreſs, there 1s no putting it off again © Thou 
muſs not once think of thy Silks, Sattens, and 
Velvets. Purple and Fine Linnen thou muſt 
not wear, until thou beeſt cloathed with the 
Robe of Immortality and Gloyy. 

| Theodore, What thinkeft thou ? Shalt 
thou be able to hold out to the laſt Aft ? I will 
ftrive what I can, and comfort my ſelf by the 
example of other good Aftors that have gone 
before me. And whom ſhould I chuſe rather 
to follow and imitate than Chriſt, the So 
God, who voluntarily became peor, and made 
himſelf of no reputation bumbling himſelf 
above meaſure, to do and ſuffer libs a ſervant, 
being Lord of all ? - And ſhall not I do and 
ſuffer any thing after his example ? Shall 
wot T tabe up the Croſs and follow him ? Am 
T better than he ? Why ſhould IT be afraid to 
follow, when F haut ſuch a Leader ? For 
who is it ? Who bids me follow him ? It is the 
woict of Man that T bear; but it is the Will 
of God, whom I ought to obey , becauſe he 
commands. But this is too high a point of 
Philoſophy, for a man to forſake his riches, 
and to embrace poverty. - And what wilt thou 
by OOO ? Reſolve with thy ſelf what 
80 40. | | 

Why do I thus long doubt, and diſpute 
within my ſelf ? Why do I wa: er thus be- 
tween hope and fear ? Have I not the —_* 
| 0 


"of my. Lord befort' mine wes ? Did not bt 
ſuffer many things not to-be uttered 2. Was wt 
he-nailed to the Croſs, and deſpitefully uſed * 
He'forſook bis heavenly Treaſures, and cam! 
poor into this World, His birth, life, and 
death (hew it.At his birth he wanted 4 Cra- 
ale; in bis life he had not whire to hide his 
Head ; and at his death he had not where- 
withal to cover his Body. Naked came he 
into this World and naked be went out. How 
was it with bim in bis life ? He was fain t 
flet from one place to another. He was oftes 
wearitd with travel, ſcorched with heat, and 
dry for thirſl, He ws as indefatigable in 
doing, 4s be was patient in ſuffering, and 
both in an high degree. Was ever any ont ſo 


a 


well bent to pruety, ſo patient 12 IFvors, and 


ſo gentle and milde when he was. reproached ? 
And ſhould T be ahamed of ſuch a Leader ? 
Should IT bluh to be called one of his follow-. 
ers ? Shall not T be content to be ſuch as my 
Lord and Saviour will have me to be? Tan 
ready, f0r love of him, to ſuffer hunger, thirſt, 
cold, nabeaneſs , poverty, and ſuch Wo [ 
am willing, for his [abe, to be bound, burnt, 
and cut in. pieces. Theſe ſufferings ave but 
ſbort , they” canms continue long. But the 
Jays or torments of Eternity are long indzed 3 
for they ſhall never have end. Therefore fart- 
well all the World, and the things that, gre in 
it, I care not for you, I regard you nat 3 

" Fargwth 
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upon Eternity. 207 
Farewel, IT ſay 3 but welcome, Eternity, 
whenſoever thou comeſt : Thou . art the only 
thing that I ſeth = 5 my Soul longeth after 
thee; there is nothing that I defore.in  com- 
pariſon of thee. ; 
- With the hear of ſuch Cogitations his 
Soul was ſo ſet on fire, - that 1t was infla- 
med with the love of Eternity, which the 
Bleſſed ſhall enjoy in Heaven. Therefore 
he reſolved to cake leave of his Parents, 
to-forſake his riches, and bid adieu to his 
delights for ever. He did not reſolve haft»- 


tb, but! continued. in his reſolution con- 


ly. He was- not foon hot,” and ſoon 
cold ; he was not altered all on- the ſud- 
den;. he did -not paſs from one extream to 
another; he did not ſtrive forthe higheſt 
pitch at the firſt, but roſe up by degrees, 
and hecame.one of- Pachonizs his Scholars. 
You have heard the Prologue; but there 
follows no Tragedy after it :.For,contrafy 
to the Law of a Fragedy, we have a for- 
rowful beginning, but a joyful ending. He 
came forth with a Lacryme, but went off 
with a Plaudite : At his' Intyat, there 'was 
weeping lor grief ; but at his Exit, there 
was clapping of hands for joy. Thus have 
ye heard- the life. and death of Theodorns, 
whoſe Soul fed. as it were, upon thoughts 
of-Eternity, and was delighited therewith 
as with marrow and farneſs. He was mw 
| (9 


of the Worlds mind, which counteth E. 
ternity bur a Fable ; but refuſed not him- 
ſelf to Hecome a fat:le and a by-word in 
the World . being perſwaded fully of 4 
Bleſſed Eternity; and earneſtly defiring and 
thirſting ro have a part init, 1 9? 
Chriſtian Brethren, ſhall 1 ſpeak a free 
word, bur a true? or. not], but Theods- 
14s, Moft men live ſo, as if there were 
no ſuch thing as Eternity, as 1f it were but 
a meer fable and feipned thing. Bur what 
do I tell you of Theodorws ? Will you heat 
what St. Peter faith ? The day of thi Lord 
will come as a thief in tho night, in gots 
the Heavens ſhall paſs 'away-. with «' 
noiſt, and the Elements ſhall mult withfth 
vent buat, the Earth alſo and the works thit 
are therein, ſhall 'n baynt up. Sting the 
that all theſe things {hall be diſſofved, whit 
manner of men ought we to'-bt' in all "bt 
conutrfation and 'godlineſs ? '2- Pet. 3.16, 
But where are thoſe men now a-days, by 
whoſe holy converfarion and podlinels 4 
man, may judge thar they believe St. Peter, 
that the day of the Lord is coming, and 
thar -Eternity ſhall follow afrer ? 'Burif 
you will not believe St. Peter, hear'what 
Frarth ir ſelf faith, Wide is the gate, and 
broad'is the way that leadeth to defirudtion, 
ani many there be which go in thereat, Mat. 
7 13.:Certainly men would not go in on 
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broad gate of deſtru&inn,if they did think 
they ſhould come our no more.,tf they did 
once dream of Eternity. Bur, as I ſaid be- 
fore, moſt men make Eternity but a feigned 
thing,a viitty invention to keep men in aw, 
and a good honeſt fable. And yet how ma- 
ny are apt to ſay,We believe that there is 
a Bleſſed Eternity after this life, we hope to 


- have part in-ir, we haye a defire and long- 


ing after it !But {alas ?) how little js their 
faith ! how vain their hope ! how cold is 
their defire ! Preſent pleaſures, moneym 
the hand,rhe aliurements of the fleſh ſteal 
away the hearts of many.,-and by littleand' 


litrle, make the deſire and loveof Eternity: 


row quite cold in them, as if they had 
None and buried it in the grave of obli- 
vion.We hear it ofren read and ed. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, This is the Commandment 
of the Lord: And as often as we hear it,we 
Il negle&'ir. Say the Lord what he will, 
command what he will, our old way pleaf- 
eh us beſt, We will walh aſter our own de- 
vices and we will every one do the imagination 
bf his evil beart. Therefore thus ſaiththe Lord, 
As y; new amoneft the Heathen, who' bath 
beard ſuch-horrible things ? Fer. 18- 42, 13» 
Had the people which knew no God, but 
known theſe ſecrets of Eternity, certatt- 
ly they never would have contemned and 
negteted them, Go to now, 0 ye ſons of 
| | men, 
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men, becauſe Thave called; and ye refuſed, 1 
have flretched out my hands, and no man re- 
garded,, I will alſo laugh-at your calamity, 
I will moch when your. fear cometh ; when 
your fear cometh as deſolation, and your de- 
(truftion cometh as a whirlwind ; when 
diſtreſs and anguih cometh upon you, Prove 
I. 2425.27. When -Eternity ſhall ſudden- 
ly overtake you. If Death ſeifſe upon-you 
in this miſerable ſtate and condition,there 
15 then no hope of mercy : The Gate 1s 
preſently ſhut,' there- is no opening of ir : 
The ſentence of- condemnation 1s. paſt; 
there ts no-repealing of it. Depart ye cur- 
ſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels, Matth. 25. 41. 
: Watch therefore.good Chriſtians,watch, 
I fay. The Judge ſtands atthe Gate. That 
may happen ina minute,that you may be 
ſorry for, for all-Ereynity. Anthony che Great, 
mm a.certainSerman which he made to'the 
ple, ſpake thus unto them. .Dearly be- 
ed Brethren ,. in- matters-of this lije we 
have a care to make good bargains, we will 
bs ſure to: have a pennywarth- for a penny, F 
Jay our, for inſtance; ſo much money, and . 
I have the worth of it in-wares; I give ſo 
many crowns, and I have ſo many buſhels 
of Wheat-; ſo:many pounds; and I have 
ſo many quarters of Malt. But we are-net 
ſo wiſe in Heavenly matters; we will not 
give 
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. give things Temporal, in exchange- for 
. ed =eT erna[l life is a ching nor 
worth looking after, we much-underyalue 
it, we will ſcarce give any thing for it, we 
will not take any pains: or labor to obtain 
it.- And yet what js our labor, ſuppoſe 
the greareſt we can undergo? If it be com- 
pared-unto Life Erernal the reward of ir, 
it will not amount to ſo much as one half- 
nny, in reſpe& and reference to a Mil- 
jon of Gold. For what ſaith the Pſa/mift, 
The days of our life ave threeſtore years and 
ten 3 and if by reaſon of firength they be 
fourſcore years, yet 'zs their flirength, labour 
and ſorrow, P(al. 90. 10. But ſuppoſe a 
Man ſhould live an hundred years,tof 
with the moſt, and all that while ſerve 
God zealouſly and faithfully, were it not 
time well ſpent to gain Eternity ? were not 
the labor . well beſtowed to purchaſe a 
Kingdom ?"I do not mean a Kingdom-to 
continue for an hundred years*only, but 
throughout all ages; not an Earthly Ring- 
dom,but the Kingdom of Heaven. *There- 
_ fore, Chriſtian Brethren, be not puffed up 
with vain glory, be not ambinous after 
worldly houour, be not wearicd out with 
well-doing, be not caſt down with affligti> 
ons, do not fink under the burdenof*the 
Croſs, but bear it patiently and chearfil- 
ly, Reoycing, with the Apoſtles, that ye 
| are 
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are counted worthy to ſuffer. Rom. 5+ 3+ For 
I reckon, (aith St. Paul, that the ſufferings 
of this preſent time are not wortby to by com- 
pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed 
3 45, Rom. 8. 18. Let no Man when he 
hath forſaken theWorld,think that he hath 
forſaken any great - matter. For what is 
Earth in compariſon of Heaven ? Ir 1s but 
a Centre to the Circle, a Minute to Eter- 
nity, a Drop to. the Sea, and a Grain of 

' Duft to the Dry Land. What are our 
riches ? Fading and uncertain moveables, 
Weare ſoontaken from them,or they from 
us. Though with much ado we keep them 
as long as we live,yet whether we will of 
no,we muſt part with them when we die; 

* we cannot carry them to our Graves. Why 
do we not then make a vertue of neceſlity? 
Why do we not willingly part with them, 
whileſt they are ours, ſeemg that ſhortly 
we, muſt part with them, wherher we will 
or not, when Death attacheth us for a 
debt dane to Natureand then they can be-. 
no longer ours? Why do we not lay them 
our like good Merchants for the XHargarite 
ual ms Pearl of Cn Lo" 

- goes. on Atbexaſpus : But I mu 
leave him, and draw to a concluſion. | 
-- Pachonizs was wont, whenſoever he felt 
any unlawful thoughts or defires ariſe in 
his mind, to drive away with there- 
| membrance 
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upon Eternity, "212 
membrance of Eternity; and” if at any 
time he perceived them to rebelapain, he 
ſtill repel'd them by meditating ſeriouſly 
upon Eterzity, the Eternal puniſhments of 
the damned, the tornients without: end. 
the fire thatnever goes out, and the worm 
that never dieth.And here I will conclude 
this Conſideration with the Exhortation 
of the ſame Pachonivzs. Before all things, 
faith he, let us every day think upon the laſt 
day ; let ns in time remember Eternity ;, let 
us tvery minute we baut to tive, ſo live, as 
ifwe lived in fear of Everlaſting Torments ; 
that” Jo by the "Mercy. of God in Fiſus Chriſt, 
we may for. ever elcape them.” ; 
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JT. THE NINTH 
CONSIDERATION 
TIES. | 

ETERNITY. 


The frft Concluſion. 


| O Man living is able in word to 
N expreſs, or in thought to con- 
ceive the infinite ſpace of Etey- 
nity. Between a true Man, anda painted 
Man, true fire and painted fire, there is a 
great deal 'of difference 3 and yet theſe 
ae in ſome kind one like unto another. 
But. between our common fire and the fire 
of Hell, between the ſorrows of this life, 
andthe pains of Hell, there is no com- 
pariſon,no proportion at all. For this-life, 
and the ſorrows of this life, are meaſured 
by ſpace of Time 3 but the life to come, 
and the ſorrows: thereof cantior be mea- 
ſured by any thing but only'#®?#r ! 
alo is without meaſure.- This* our 
Saviour moſt elegantly expreſs infthe Gof- 
pel of S. Fobn, by = 'Parable _ 
Ine- 
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Vinebranch, if a4 man abide not in me, 
he is caft forth as a branch, and is withered, 
and men gather them, and caſt them into the 
fire, and they are burned, Fabn 15.6. In 
theſe words is Eternity briefly and plainly 
deſcribed : For mark the words wellzhey 


run not in the future, He ſhall be caſt forth, 


and ſhall wither, and men ſhall gather them, 
and ſhall caft thim into the fire, and they 
ſball be barned; I fay chey run not in the 
future, but all" in the preſent tenſe, He is 
caſt jorth and witbered, and men gather them 
and caft them into the fire, and they are byrn- 
4d. They areburned, This is the ſtate and 


gondition of the. damned, They are burned,” 


that is, always burning. When a thouſand 

ears are paſt and gone, as it was in the 
beginning, ſo its ſtill, They are burned; 
And when a thouſand and a thouſand 
more yet are: gone, as 1t was, ſoit is, Thy 
gre burned. And if after certain millions 


of years the queſtion be asked, What is | 
now the ſtate and condition of the damn- | 


ed ? What do they ? What ſuffer they? 
How fares it with them ? There can beno 
other anſwer made bur this, They areburn- 


ed, ſtill burning, continually, inutterahly, 


4 one apeto another, even 
for ever.and ever. Upon this place excel- 
lently rh Sr. Avg»ſtine, One of theſe 
wo muſt needs be the . condition bed the 
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Vinebranch, either it muſt abide in the 
vine; of ee be caſt into the fire; "if not 
inche Vine; rhen certainly in'the fire. Bur 
char ir may nor-be caſt into the fire, lect 
fill abide in che Vine, q ''s 


x F thoſe men which do ſtill continue In . 


+. their ſins;did/bur know how:near they 
: .zre unto'\Erernty, and-everliaſting tor- 


to repg em of'-the fame; 'and-iro ask 
they would adr; Ri 
' nor, aggrainly they would nor; ftilt:hug. 
and embrace their ſms, they would =. 
every day multiply them as they do, they 
would not lodge them every vight in their 
boſom,and ly ſnorting in them, Matth:.16. 
27: For what is a man profited, ifths ſhall 
gain the whale world, ang loſe bis own Joul ? 
Though thou loſeſt everything elſe in the 
world,” yet, O man, have a care to keep 
Bin TY thy 
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thy ſoul. : It were needleſs here toreckon 
up a Catalogue of the Martyrs of Chriſtin 
all-ages; There are whole books of then 
In great volumes :- they: are recorded t6 
all poſterity, and theirnamesſhall be had 
in everlaſting remembrance. But the 

reateſt honor thar we can-do them is to 


ollow their good example, ro learn of 


them Chriſtian fortxude-and magnanimi- 
ty, to. fear God -more than-man, -Matth, 


-10; :28..: God-which 1s able-ito_ defiroy both | 


body and foul in: Hell, rathir than' man which 
can only kill the body, but *us not able to: fill 
the ſoul. to Joye God mare than all the 
world; to be willing to part with all for 
Chriſt, to loſe all to ſave our: ſouls, and 
'gain-Fternity. I will conclude here with 
.that excellent exhortation of StAvgufiine; 
What then'fhall we do;brethren ? What? 
Whar elſe but whileſtwe have time amend 
our tives, where, we have d 
eur CN m_ | 
3s threatned an certainly cogge u 
wicked and ungadly men, my nor ol 
-npon us 3 not becauſe we ſhall not be, but 
becauſe we ſhall not be like unto them; 
Whatſoever 1s written in the Scripture, is 
written for our learning, it 1s the voice &f 
God. Obſerve and make good uſe of 
what you read : Whatſoever we ſufter in 
«his life is but the gentle rad of our moſt 
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- merciful Father; who-corre&eth us- here, 


shis dear children, that we be not tor- - 
mented with rhe damned hereafter. Why 
then dg the light affiitions of this-life 
ſeem ſo grievonsunto us? Why dowe evety 
tremble, and quake'tor fear, when we do 


" burhear of them? The moſt grievous ſuf- 
1 ferings of this life, if we judge aright-of 


chem, in: compariſon of everlaſting fire, 
xre'very-{mall, yea indeed none at all.. 


412 2 * * The third Contluſcan. 


A Mongſt Chriſtians, God knoweth,. 
i} A there are a great many, that either 
beheverhere js neither: Heaven nor Hell, 
ec; elſe 1f they did truly believe 1t, they 
yould: certainly live otherwiſe: than they 
do.” As concerning ſuch men, the queſtion 
may-be veryfitly asked, ' Lube 18, 8. Whay 
the Son of man cometh, (hall he find faith upon 
the earth ? \Some there are that would: 
fain be thought to be true Believers; They 
confeſs it: indeed with their mouths, bur 
difſemble with their double hearrs 3 If | 
their words may be believed, they may go 
for true Believers; but if their lives be ex2 
amined, they may be thought to be-no 
better chan Infidels. They neverthink up-- 
en- Eternity, or very ſeldom; and when 
they do,they do but think upon itand there 
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1allz it is gone 11Þa thought they never 
weigh well with themſelves what t 1s,they 
never ſeriouſly meditate upon it, they ne- 
ver rouſe their underſtanding to: be intent 
upon it, they never-bend their wills and 
atte&tions to ſeek after it, they never im- 
print 1t in their deep copitations' that ſo 
they may remember it... They ſcarce be- 
zin to think upon it, but-their minds are 


preſently;ſomewhere elſe, their:thoughts 


20a wandring, their imagination 15 work- 
ing upon ſomewhat elſe. And if at any 
time ſome ſparks of devotion and godly 
deſires ariſe in their hearts; they are pre- 
ſently quenched and choaked with cares 
of this world, with mulritude of buſineſs, 
with profits or pleaſures , - and fucty hke. 
And thus miſerable . men they ftop--their 
ears, and clofe:their eyes; '-and xwithout 
fear orunderſtanding they ran hoodwimkt 
im the way thar leaderh to. Eternal death. 
It 1s obſerved by the holy Fathers of the 
Glutton in the Goſpel, thar he never lift- 
ed up his eyes tilt he' was in rorments} 
All his life long they were ſhur againſt the 
poor and againſt all godlinefs : He opened 
them not ti/l he was 1n Hell, when 1t was 
too late. And it is no marvel that fo 
many men run blindfold to the houſe 'of 
ſlaughter, and Eternal forrow : For the 
way 1s very :broad and pleaſant, —_— 
a 
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and plain, a man can hardly go out of it, - 
chere is no fear of loſing him(clf till he 
comes td the end thereof. Then he ſhall 
perceive that all the while he was travel-- 
ling, he was quite out of the right way :' 
then I ſay,when there js no returning back 
again. Many would like this way well, 
if there were no end thereof : For, though 
it rids merrily, 1t ends miſerably : and 
therefore they do wiſely, that leave the 
great road, and trave] on in the rough : 
way 3 that chooſe rather to go through 
briers and thorns unto an Eternal Para-- 
diſe, than through a pleaſant Paradiſe to 
an Eternal Priſon that reſolve with 
themſelves to break through all difficul- 


_ ties; counting it better to go on weeping: 


and mourning in the narrow way of falva- 
tion, rather than laughing and rejoycing . 


In the broad way of deſtruction Moſt true 


it is which ob ſpeaketh, As the cloud is 
eanſumed, and vaniſhed ' away ; ſo be that 
gotth down to the grave, jhall come up no 


| ore « He ſhall return no move to his houſe, 


mither ſhall his place know him any more, 
Job 5: 9. | 


The fourth Concluſion. 


WW Hoſoever uſeth to deſcend into a 
' deepand ſerious conſideration of 
L. 4 Ete- - 
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Eternity. he will be fo far from living lj- 
centioufly and wantonly, that you ſhall 
hardly ever ſee him laughing heartily. It 
hath been obſcrved of as many as have 
been raiſed from the dead, and turned a- 
gain unto life, that rhey were ſcarce ever 
feen to laugh at all. In particular it hath 
been obſerved of Lazarus of Bethany, 
whom Chriſt loved. Heand they, asma- 
ny az have been raiſed from the dead, 
might truly ſay with the Preacher, I ſaid 
of laughter, It is mad; and of mirth, What 
doth it : Eccleſ. 2. 2, Not without cauſe 
in this doth Cyril of Aſzxandria confels 
himſelf ro be fearful ; For he faith thus, 
I am afraid of Helt and the puniſhments 
rhereof; becauſe they have no end ; I am 
afraid of rhe devouring worm, becaule it 
never dieth. O that they were wiſe, that 
they underfiood this, that they would conſider 
their latter end | Deut. 32. 19. Whoſoever 
15 not bettered by the conſideration of E- 
ternity, ( 1 dare boldly ſay, and think I 
may ſay it truly ) either he hath nofaith 
at all; orif he hath any faith, he hath no 
heart atall; orart the beſt it is butan heart 
that is dead and without all ſenſe. It was 
the witty ſaying of a learned man, That 
marriage was a ſhort and a ſweet ſong, but 
that it had a doleful cloſe : So we may 
woſt truly ſay of all the pleaſures that " 

take 
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take in fin, that it is aſhorr and 'a merry. 


fong, but it ends in mourning and lamen- 
tation; or rather it is a ſong ſhort for time, 
and ſweet for tne as long as itlaſterh; for 
ic runs much upon quaveys, and ſemiqua- 
vers of mirth and jubilation” But the time 
ſuddenly changeth, and the tune is altered; 
for there follows without any reſt the lar- 


 2ts and longs of ſorrow and 'lamentation' ; 


which cannot be meaſured by any time; 
For the torments of Heli are Eternal. Oh: 
Eternity, Eternity, Eternity ! p 


Thefifth Concluſion.” 


wW Henſoever we ſpeak of Eternity.we 
ſpeak always with the leaſt, bur 


. we carr never ſpeak too-much of it. What- 


ſoever is ſaid comesſhort of it. No words 
can utter it, no figures can number it, no 
timecan meaſure it, For Etermty 1s of this 
nature; take from it what you will, it 1s 
ſtill the ſame, ' It 15 neither increaſed by 
addition, nor diminiſhed by ſubſtration. 
Suppoſe there were ſubſtracted from it ſo + 
many years asthere are ſtars'in thefirma- 
ment, drops in the ſea, ſands on theſhore, - 
leaves on the trees.grals inthe fields, motes / 


{ it.the Sun, duſt on the carth: What re- - | 


mains? As much as there was before the 
Subſtraftion, Suppoſethere were ſo many- 
| L. 5  years- 
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years added-to it: What then is the Reſult ? 
The: fame that ic was before the Addition. 
The total ſum is neither more nor leſs,than 
what it was,that is, Eternity. wn +: 

As long as God is, ſo'long ſhallthe dam- 


ned be tormented. This we have ſhadow-- 


ed out before by ſome ſimilitudes and re- 
temblances, unto which we will add one 
more- out of Bonaventure. If one of the 


damned, faith he, ſhould weep after this 


manner, that he ſhould ler fall but one 
rear in an hundred years, and thoſe tears 
ſhould be kepttogether ſo many hundred 
years ill they would equal the drop: of the 
fea - Alas ! Alas ! (Not to ſpeak of the 
ſea ) How many millions of years muſt 
needs paſs before they can make one{little 
river ! or if they ſhould at length make a 
whole ſea of water : yet even then it 
might truly 'be aid, Now Eternity begin- 
neth, And if he ſhould weep” again after 
rhe-ſame manner tif{ he made another ſea; 
yer then alſo it-might be ſaid again as tru- 
ly as before. Now Eternity begianeth : and 
©. on forwards'for ever. Let no man once 
' doubr of the truth hereof ; for between 
that which.is finite and that which is infi- 


mte there 1s no proportion.Bur. this ſeems | 


wonderful and ſtrange unto-us, becauſe 
our imagination cannot conceive its It 
6:anot reach unto that: which 1s ſo far re- 

| mote 3 
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mote 3 It cannot penetrate.into that which 
5 infinite, for that is impenetrable. And : 
this is the reaſon that our underſtanding is 
fohardly drawn to the conſideration of E- 
ternity 3 becauſe it bluſherh in a ſort, and 
is aſhamed, or elſe for indignation cannot - 
endure to tire it ſelf in the fearch of that 
which cannot be found out. Burlet us pur 
away this fooliſh and ſhameful modeſty, 
and let us force our underſtanding to the 

due and ſerious contemplation of Eternity, - 
and let it be our daily exerciſe to be ſtill * 


- meditaring upon ſuch ſimilitudes as may 


in ſome ſort ſhadow it out, and repreſent 
it unto us :: And: ſo ſhall we never do a- 
miſs. Say what we can, think what we 
will, imagine ſo many millions of millions 
of years as 1t 1s poſſible for the mind of 
man to conceive, we ſhall ſtill come ſhorc 
of the meaſure and length of Eternity : 
The years of Eternity are more, far more, 
yea infinitely more. . This 1s certain, and - 
withour all controverfte. 

The Prophet Die! fignifieth the in- - 
contprehetfitile dimenſion and length of 
Ereynity in theſe words, They that be wije 
ſball {hint as the brightneſs of the firmament, 


ant they that turn many to righteouſneſs as 


the ſtars for ever and evir, Dan. 12. 3. Mark 
theſe words, For ever and ever. As if he 


r9- 
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. toexpreſs the narure of Eternity. 'It 1s; 
for ever and ever : Here 1s all that I can 
fayofit > Though more might be ſaid in 
reſpe& of its own nature, yet I am not 
able to ſay more. Obſerve his A»xeſes , 
or his augmentation of it by multiplication : 
For ever, that is, for Eternity ': But he 
thinketh that not ſufficient, and therefore 
he doubles it, and ever. And yet in the 
Latin it js expreſſed more fully, in theſe 
words, Jn perpetuas Aternitates, To per- 
petual Eternities , Mark here, he faith not, 
In \Eternitatem,' To Eternity barely in the 
Singular number'; but In Aternitates, To 
Eternties in the Pl al, as if one were not 
enough : Neither doth hereſt here indefi- 
—_ laying To Eternities, nor yet doth 
he add any finite term, becauſe none can 
expreſs it, but an infinite, Perpetuas, Per- 
petual, In perpetuas AEternitates, To per- 
petual or Infinite Eternitiess Now-1f one 
Eternity. 1s without end, what are two ? 
what are ten ? whatare an hundred ? what 
are infinite ? . If we ſhould multiply the 
great year or years a thouſand times, it 
would not amount to the leaſt-fra&ion of 
the numberleſs. number, of Eternity. They 
fay that the Eighth Celeſtial Orb or Sphere 
3s moved wonderful leiſurely beyond all 
compariſon:For thoughir be daily wheeled 
about by the rapid motion of the FR 
mobile, 
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while, yet it finiſherh nor its own proper- 
circuit but once in thirtyſix years, 


and this ſpace of time. they call, The great- - 


4 with-Eternity, and. 1t wg ang tobe buc 
{| 2 moment, but an inſtant, but a minute... 
indeed nothing at all. It is a-true ſaying 
of Boet is, that an inſtant-or point-of time, 
and ten thouſand years, compared toge- 
ther,keep better proportion,than ten thoy- - 
fand years and Eternity. But hear what - 
St. John faith, Little-children, it: is the laſt. 
time, or the laſt bour, + Jobs 2.18. And. 
this he ſaid one thouſand fix hundred 

years ago.It is moſt true therefore whatSt... 
Auguſtine faith, Whatſoever-hath an end, 
that thing is but ſhort. Eteraity is a Word © 
conſiſting bur of four ſyllables, but it is. a 

thing whhour end. Therefore ſet thy love. 
upon Eternity. Let Chriſt be thy en 
__ chou ſhalt reign with. Chriſt withour 


year, or Plato's year, But compare this 


The fixth Concluſtons 


T.1s not to be believed that any man 
| 1 that hath bur the leaſt ſmack of true 

Religion can be o far carried away by his 
impotent and unruly ns(if he be not 
&-bad as a beaſt.) ruled meerly by ſenſe, 
and ſerying only his ſenſual appetite 3 _o 

| the 


( 


when he is almoſt ſwallowed upin the deep 


pie whereinto his ſins have plunged him 


dlong, even then, I fay, doth hut 
laugh ar-it, regards it not, is not a jot 


troubled-ar it : It 1s not tobe believed;-I 


fay,' that any min chat hath any: Religion 


atall in him, can be ſo far carried away: 
by his headſtrong and unbridled paſſions, . 


bur if he mill ſpend a partof an hourevery 
day in meditating upon Eternity, yea if he 
will but once ina week ſerioully think up- 


on it, he will mend his mariners, he will 


change the conrſe of his life to-better, he 
will certainly become a- new mary + Of a 
proud man; he' will become humble and 


lowly; of an atigry man, he will become. 


mild and gentle ? Of an unclean. man, he 
will become chaſte” and contifient ; of a 
drunken man, he will become ſober and 


temperate. He'will put on, not the out-- 


ward, but the inward habit of a true reli- 
g1ous and godly man. He will become 


ſuch a one, not inclothes and outward ex- - 


preſlion,bur in heart.and inward affeRion. 
Neither will he rafhly and' unadviſedly, 
flightly and neglpently, upon a ſpurt all 
ar once on the ſudden paſs from one ex- 
tream to another : { ſuch alterations are 
not pood,neither will they continue long.) 
But hew1ll again and again weigh the mat- 
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the wicked and ungodly man, even then 
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ter well with himſclfhe wilt confider welt 
upon It, he will faſten his ſerious thou ghrs 


| upon it, he will often revolve in mind 'Z- 


uy, Eternity, Eternity, that ſhall never 
fare end, end never,, never chd ; whith! 
ſhall Laſt thro ephout innumerable, incom- 
prehentible, infinite ages.” This will h&do 
with confiderarion and atrention.and ofreti 
ruminate upon it, as beaſts chew rhe cud; 
Meat though never ſo good and wholſome, 
f it be not chewed 1n the teeth, prepared 
in.che mouth,, digeſted: iti the ſtomach; 
turned into blood, and diſtributed by the 
yeins. into all.the parts of the body, turns 
to poyſon rather than to nouriſhment, be- 
gets all manner of diſeaſes, is retained 
perhaps ſometime in the 'body, but doth | 
more harm than good, were a great deal. 
better out than in. Even ſo the thoughts 
of Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell ate 
goed and wholſome, godly and holy, bur 
none more than the thought of Eternity, 
which may worthily be called the Qainteſ- 
ſemce. Bur as itis with meat, not the takin 
of it meerly-into the mouth, but the 
digeſting of itin the ſtomach, the rurning 
of it into good blood in the liver, andthe 
diſtributing of it into all the-parts by the 
veins, nouriſheth the body : So it 1s with 
thoſe precious thoughts of Death, 7ude- 
ment, Heaven, Hell, and Eternity : not the 


| 
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bare thinkingupon them,burſerious think-- 
ing upon them with our ſelves; ſetting a-- 


part all cares and worldly difſtraQions;the 
ponderings of them well in-ourhearts, and 
the.often ruminating upon them, this js-it 
that feederh'and nourifherh the ſoul.If this 
be not done, the reſt is to little purpoſe ; 
withour this even the reading of the holy 


iptures is fruitleſs, the hearing of the 


word preached is unprofitable. Many hear 
Sermons often, read the Scripture over 
and over again,. and yet are little bettered 
by it, becauſe they do not meditate upon - 
what they have both read and heard. When 
they hear, what comes in at one ear goes: 
our at the other : when they read; the eye 
1s no ſooner off from the book, but what 
was read 15 ſoon{lipt out of memory. Be-- 


fore theycan praftice what theyhave heard- ' 


or 1&ad, they have quite forgotten whar 

they ſhould do. Therefore if we will read. 
or hear with profit, we muſt ſpend ſome 

time in meditating and pondering withour 
ſelves what we have read and heard. This 

lefſlon we may learn of the blefled Virgin 

the mother of our Lord, LuK. 2. 19. But 
Mary kept all thiſe things,. and pondered them 

in ber heat. ' 


The. 


} 
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- T'EW ornone believe,or elſe do not well 
underſtand and weigh wich them- 
ſelves theſe words of Chriſt, Matth. 7. 13.. 
Enter ye in at the (lraight gate ; for wide is 
th gate and broad tis the way that leadeth to-- 
deftruttion, and many - there be which go in 
thereat 5 14. Becauſe (trait is the gate and 
narrow ws the way which leadeth unto life, and 
, few there. be that find it; This again our 
Saviour repeats by the mouth of St Lybe, 
Luk. 13. 21. Strive to enter in at the rait 
gate; For many, I (ay unto you, will ſeth 
to enter in, and (hall not. be able. . Auguſt. 
Whoſoever laughs at this faith, and. there- 
fore wil-not believe becauſe he doth not 
ſee ; when that ſhall come to-paſs which. 
he did not believe, he ſhall bluſh and be 
confounded, he ſhalt be confounded and 
ſeparated from the bleſſed ; he ſhall be ſe- 
parated from the bleſſed,. and have his 
portion with the damned. . 

Hieronimus Piautus reports of a.certain 
woman, that hearing Bertoldus a powerful 
man inthe Pulpit inveigh very vehemently 
and bitterly againſt a fin that ſhe knew her 
ſelf guilty of fell down dead in the Churchz 
and after a while by the bleſſing of God. 
upon the prayers of che Congregation | 

coming 


232 The rinth Conſideration 

coming again unto her ſelf, related unto 
' them whar ſhe had ſeen in thistrance,ſay- 
ing thus, Merhought I ſtood before Gods 
Tribunal, and threeſcore thouſand fouls 
more with me, called 'rogether from all 
the parts of the world, toreceive their fi- 
nal ſentence : And they were all condem- 
ned ard adjudged ro Etzrral rorments, bur 
only three. Oh / whata fearful thing was 
this ! I ſhould hardly believe this womans 
relation, bur that I believe Chriſts afſeve- 
ration in'the Goſp:l, Matth. 5. 13. Wide 
# the gate and broad is the way that leadeth 
to deſtruttion, and many there be that go in 


thereat ; And again, v.14. Strait zs thegate, - 


and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it. Tt may ſeem 
ftrange to fleſh and blood that God the 
Father of Mercies ſhonkd paſs the ſentence 
; of condemnarion upon ſo many, I do not 
fay threefcore thouſand, bur threeſcore 
thoufand thouſand ? And what man would 
believe it, were he not perſwaded of rhe 
truth thereof, upon the conſideration of 
the ſovereign and infinite Majeſty of God 
which is offended ; the unutterable malice 
of ſm which is commitred, and many evi- 


dent reftimonies of Scripture by which it 1s 


plainly roved 3 Fob trembles at it, ſay- 
ing, Fob 10. 22. A land of darknſs, as 
darkneſs it ſelf, and of the {ſhadow of death, 


without 
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without any order, .. and where the light 15 as 
darkneſs, or according tothe Latin; where 

+ there is noorder, and where everlaſting horror 
dwileth. Sr. Matthew affirms as much'in 
the words of our Saviour, Matth. 25. 4t. 
Depart from me ye curſed into everlafling 
fre; Let us confrder theſe things well with 
our.ſelves,and whileſt we have time ler us 
waſh away our fins with the tears of repen- 

_ tance, for fear leſt God ſaddenly ſnatch 

usaway, and give us our portion to drink 
with p/n in the bottomleſs pit of 

Hell, wherethere is nothing but weeping 

and gnaſhing of teeth, where the worm 
never dieth; and the fire never goes out, 
neg po 'S. no redem on, - no 
redet Npof! TON, - R « | agamT yY, HO IC- 
detmption 5 No,notany comfort all; nor 
ſomuch as & little drop of cold-water: * If 
the godly theniſdves.who are in the ſtate 
of grace and in'the favour of God, whoſe 
minds and wills be good.if they I ſay could 
ſofficieritly conceive from! what grievous 
rirments theyſhall' be delivered at the day 
of judginent, and; into what anutrerable 
and unconceivable joys' they ſhall enter; 
without doubt they would uſe tio delay; 
they would not ler 2n hour paſs, but ont'of 
hand they-would rake their leave of all 

Vanities, forſake the world, and leave the 

dad to look after the dead : ETON : 
| | them 
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themſelves,they would be daily and hourly 
well imployed abour theirMaſters buſtneſs, 
always ſtudying to pleaſe God;ever laud- » 
mg and:praifing. him:for his goodneſs. and 
ercy towards them. in bleſſing them in 
part here in this world, and giving them 
an aflured promiſe of everlaſting blefſed- 
neſs in the world tro come, for delivering 
them from: rhe torments of Hell, and gi» 
- ving them entrance into the joys. of Hea- 
ven. ir 15 the ſaying of St. Gregory,” The 
evils of this preſentlife ſeem the more hard 
unto us, the lets we think upon the good 
which ſhall follow hereafter, And becauſe. 
| we conſider not the exceeding great re- 
wards which are.laid up for us,” therefore 
we count the afflitions of this wgirld-grie- 
vous to be bora. :- whereas if we did lift up 
our minds, ' and raiſe our thoughts to. the 
contemplation of thoſe, things: which are 
Eternal, and not ſubje& to anychange 3: if 
we would have an eye unto them, and ſer; 
our hearts. upon them, we would certainly 
eount the luſfferings of this life, and-what- 
foever hath an end, to be as nothing;:and 
again, joy-+1 tribulation is a ſong. in the 
night : For although we are outwardly a+ 
flited with the ſenſe of. ſorrows Temporalz 
yet we are inwardly comforted with the 
hope of joys Eternal. ) 
- Much after the ſame manner Fealognerh | 
bo of 
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$:." Auguſtine : If thou wouldeſt : but at- 
zend;ſahrhe; umo what thow ſhalt here- 
after receive; thai wouldeſt-count all the 
{ufferingof rhis/preſent life tobe bur light, 
andalropether unworthyof the glorywhich 
ſhall be revealed. ' For brethren; (to ſpeak 
' of the worth of rhings ) for Eternal reſt a 
man ſhould be content to undergo Eternal 
Labor, -and for Eternal joy willingly ſuffer 
Eternal ſorrow © But if the. labor and ſor- 
row were Eternal,when ſhould a man come 
toreſt-and joy Eternal ? Therefore-upon 
neceſſity thy tribulation muſt be but Tim 
poral, that fo at length thou maiſt receive 
a reward which ſhall be Eternal. For han 
up the ſcales, and pur Eternity in one, 
a thouſand years in the other : what do I 
fay, a thouſand years, yea .ten:; thouſand, 
yea an hundred thouſand, .and yet more, 
2 thouſand rhouſand, they are all too light 
to weigh with Eternity; thereis no compa- 
\ riſon berwixr them. And yet further, to 
make them more light; As they are bur 
Temporal, fo likewiſe they are bur ſhort, 
and of no continuance, they laſt bur for a 
few winter-days, when they are at_the 
ſhorteſt; or rather but for one day, and 
tharaſhorrone ; the day of this life-which 
is ſoon paſt, and they. are gene. Though a 
man therefore ſhould ſuffer all his life long 
even to the laſt breath, though he ſhould 
Rc”. \uffer, 
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ſuffer, I ſay, labors, griefs, ſorrows, im- 
rifonmenr; ſcourge;unger; thirſt, all-his 
ife long, even o the laſt breath; yer»his 

ſufferings are bur ſhorr, becauſe-his: life-is 

bur ſhort. For the days of our pilgrimagiare 

- bur ſew, though evil, as. Facobr told: Phy 
raoh, Gen. 47. 9. And Job 14. 1. Maiithat 

#s born of a womanis of fewaays ;\ though as 
Fob complaineth, full of trouble. . And 

Pſal. 39. 5. Behold, faith David, thou haft 
made my tays-as an band breadth, (and that 

1s but a-ſhort meaſure, and yet+he. goerh 

further ) and mine age is: as nothing: before 
thee. And as our Life is ſhort,” ſo is our 

Aﬀiiftion light, but 1t worbeth for us a far 
more- exceeding and Eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor 4. | When this: ſbort life and light 

labor is ended, we ſhall inherit everlaſting 

Jifean Eternai:Kingdom,” and felicity with- 

out end: We: ſhall be made equal:to the 

Angels, hers of God, and joint-htirs with 

Chrift, Rom. 8. 175. Oh! For how little 

labor, how great a reward ! and again, 

St. Auguflinein another place, The thoughts 

of God are very deep. Where 15 the thought 

of God ; and what is his purpoſe; He let- 


- eth the rains looſe for the: preſent, but 


afterwards he will draw them in. Do not 
rejoyce and _ thy (elf, like the fiſhin 
which 


wn,but being 


her momth,playeth up _ 
ru 


the water, m—_ got the bair in 


SZ S658 Lk = + CC NN 


nn upon Etcrnity, 237 


ſruck with the hook in the jaws, may be 
pulled. up at the fiſhers pleaſure. The time 


which ſeems long unto thee is indeed but 


ſhort, -very ſhore. For whart is the life of 
man compared with Eternity? Wouldeſt 
thou be parient and long ſuffering ? Con- 
fider Gods Eternity : Doſt chou only confi- 
der thine own days,which are but few and 
ſhort, and doſt chou think that in them all 
things ſhall be fulfilled ? That the wicked 
ſhoyld be condemned , and the godi 

crowned ? Wouldeſt thou have all cheſe 
things fulfilled in thy few and ſhort days ? 
God ſhall fulfil them in his own rtime:God 
is Eternal. God is patient and long-ſuf- 
fering : And thou fayeſt, But I cannor be 
patient and long-ſuffering, becauſe I am 
not Eternal, But thou mayeſt be if thou 
wilt : For do but joyn thy heart to Gods 
Eternity, and thou ſhalt be Eternal with 
him. If thou beefta good Chriſtian, and 


well inſtructed in thefear of the Lord,thou 


wilt certainly conclude, God hath reſer- 
ved all unto his own judgment. The good 
and godly men are troubled and afflicted : 


- For God -chaſtiſeth them as his- own Chil- 
{| dren. But the wicked and ungodly men 


.come 1nto no ſuch-trouble and affliction. : 
For God caſteth them off;and condemneth 
them as aitens. A certain man hath two 
ſons; He chaſtiſeth the one, and ev 

| | © th. 
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the other go without any chaſtiſement : 
The one, if he goes never ſo littleaury js 


preſently buftered, whipped and'ſcourged; | 


the other,let him do never ſo ill. he never 
hears of it, he is not ſo much as once re. 
buked for it. What is the reaſon : He that 
is puniſhed; is thefachers heir ; and he 
thar goes unpuniſhed is difinherired. For 
what ſhould the Father do? He ſees there 


4s nohope of him, and that heis paſt grace, 


and therefore he lers himalone to do what 
he liſteth. Bur yet notwithſtanding, the 
ſon which 1s ever and anon puniſhed for 
the leaſt offence, will be ready to bemoan 
and deplore his own cale,” and count his 
brother happy which goeth unpuniſhed. 
He will, I fay, unleſs God hath given him 
a wiſe and underſtanding heart, to know 
what maketh for his own good. He will 
be apr to ſay in his heart, My brother fol- 


loweth all il] courſes, taketh his pleaſure, 


waſteth his means.doth whatſeemeth good 
1n his own eyes,is ever breaking my fathers 
commandment, and hathnever an 1!l word 
for it. - But the caſe is otherwiſe with me ; 


IF I be- bat our of ſight never (© little 


while, if I go but to the next door, if I 
do but ſtep aſide, ſtif bur a foot, bur an 


Inch heyond my bounds, preſently I am 


called in queſtion, Sirrah,where have you 


been 3 there is no hope of pardon, ban 
ure 
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ſure to ſmart for ir. This is my caſe. And 
I fay, Thou art in a far better caſe than 
thy brother ; and ifthou beeſt not a fool, 
thou wilt-chink ſo too:For in that thou art 
corre&ed, it is a ſign that thou art beſt. 
beloved. Tf rhou thinkeſt only upon thy 
preſent ſtate, it cannot but ſeem grievous 
untothee ; Bur if thou haſt an eye to the 
Inheritance which is reſerved for thee, a- 
gain 1t cannot but ſeem joyous unto thee. 
For the aſſurance of thy future reward will 


| quite take away the ſenſe of the preſent 


ſmart. 

Hitherto may beadded our of the fame 
holy Father that which followeth, as the 
ſumm of all that hicherto hath been ſaid. 
How great and wonderful js the mercy of 
God / He faith not, Labour thou for ten 
hundred thouſand years together ;nor yet, 


one thouſand years.nor yet, five hundred - 


years. . But what? Labour whileſt rhou' 
liveſt; it 1s bur for a few years; after 
that rhou ſhalt have reſt, ſuch reſt as ſhall 
have no end. Conſider this well with thy 
ſelf, Thou art 1njoyned to labour but for 
a few years, and amidſt thy labour art 
not without ſome joy, not-a -day.paſſeth 
in which thou mavyeſt not receiye comfort 
and conſolation. . But rejoyce not thou 
after the manner of the World, but as 
the Apoſtle exhorteth, Phil. 4. 4. Repoyce 
| M "Fl 
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.In the Lord always : and againT ſay, Re- 
yoyce : Rejoyce in Chriſt, Rejoyce: in his 
Word, Rejoyce in his Law. For it istrue 
- which the. Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. 4. 17.,0ar 
light aFliftion, which is - but :for a moment, 
worketh for us 4 fax more exceeding | and E- 


ternal weight of, Glory. Conſider what a 


fmall price thou art to give, but the husk, 
.of an Acorn, for everlaſting. treaſures : 
The husk of thy ſhort labour, for reſt E- 
ternal. Haſt tl;ou joy-for.a time ? Do: 
not truſt. roo much to.1t. Art thou ſadand 
ſorrowful for a time ? Do not deſpair of 
joy and:comfort. Neither let proſperity 
puff thee up,nor adverſity caſt thee down. 
God hath promiſed unto thee Eternal Life; 
Therefore contemn Temporal felicity. He 
hath. threatned Eternal Fire; Therefore 
contemn all Temporal ſorrows. 
To conclude then with the ſame Divine 
Author, Let us therefore be 1n love with 
Eternal Life; and thereby we ſhall come 
to know how much we ought to labour for 
the obtaining of 1t 3 for we. ſee that thoſe 
men which are lovers of-this foerons life, 
which is but temporal, and.ſhall ſhortly 
have an end, .labour with might and main 


ro preſerve and..prolong it as, lang as; they: 
can. And yet they cannot eſcape death; 


or that at one time or other. will ſeize up- 


on them. All that they.can -hope _ 
ut 
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but to pur it off for a little time. When 


death approacheth, then every one is la- 


bouring and ſecking to hide hjmſelf,ready 


to give and part with any thing that he 


hath to redeem his life.He ſends for the 
Phyſician, he will be ruled by himin any 
thing, he will take any thing at his hands, 


he will ſuffer any thing, Purging, B'ced- 


ing, Cupping, Scarifying, and what nor ? 
You ſee what charge a man will be art, 


and what pains he will voluntarily endure, 


tolive here though but for a ſhort time; 
and yer he will ſcarce be at any charge, 
or rake any pains, after this life ended to 
hve for ever. Brethren, it ſhould not be 
ſo. If there be ſuch labouring and watch- 
ing, ſuch ſending and going,ſuch running 
and riding, ſuch ſpending and praying, 
ſuch doing and ſuffering, to live here a 
while longer 3; Whatſhould we 'not will- 
ingly do and ſuffer to live for ever ? And 


if they be accounted wiſe, which labour 


by all means they can'to pur off death a 
while longer, being loth to loſe a few 
days ; What fools are they which live ſo, 
that finally they loſe the day of Eternity. 
Think upon thoſe things well with Four 
ſelves, O mortal men, and foreſce the 
day of Eternity, whether of joy or of tor- 
ment, before it cometh. For although 


ty 


ty ſtill remaineth, and ſhall never Pals a- 
Way. | 


CHAT 1: 
The Punihment of Eternal Death. 


Ti Mzeſſenians had 4 certain Priſon 
A or Dungeon under earth void of 
ajr and light, and full of Helliſh horror : 
which as it was a moſt diſmal place,ſo had 
it alſo a glorious title 3 for it was called 
the Treaſure-bouſe, This Priſon or Dun- 
geon had no Doors at all to it, only one 
mouth, at which the Priſoners were let 
down by a Rope ; and fo it was ſtopped up 
again with a great ſtone. Into this Trea- 
ſure-houſe was Philopemon that great Enti- 
perour of Greece caſt, and there by Poyſon 


he ended his life ; God hath alſo his Trea- 


ſure-houſe under earth, if I may ſo ſpeak : 
But, 1 pray you, what a one is 1t? It1s of 
moſt wicked and ungodly, deſpcrate and 
damned men. : 

Afiolinus a Tyrant of Padua. (as 7o- 
vins reporteth) had many Priſons ſo. In- 
famous. for all kind of miſeries and tor- 
ments,that whoſoever were caſt thereinto 
counted their life miſery, and their death 
happineſs. Death might come in _ 

with- 
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without knocking, he was ſo welcome un- 
ro them, and fo lon? looked for. For 
th.s was their hard uſage; they were laden 
wich Irons, ſtarved withthungper, poyſon- 
ed with ſtench; eaten up with vermine., 
and 'fo in a moſt miſerable manner they 
lived, and dyed ar length a long and a lin- 
-gering death. There every one was judg- 
ed moſt miſerable, bur he that was dead 
and could feel no miſery. Whileſt they 
lived itwasa aro mg worſe than death 
to have their habirarion amongſt the dead. 
For the dead bodies lay on keaps rotting 
amongſt the living in ſuch manner, that jt 
might be truly ſaid there, that the dead 
killed the living. | 
But the very worſt of theſe Priſons is a 
Paradiſe, and a moſt pleaſant place, if ir 
be eompared with the infernal Priſon of 
Hell. Whatſoever _— was ſuffered in 
Afthlinus his Priſon, in this regard it was 
| .toſerable, becauſe it was of no long conti- 
nuance, being to laſt no longer than a 
ſhort life, and quite vaniſhing away/at 
; the hour - of death. But the Treafſure- 
houſe of the damned, which is Gods Pri- 
fon, 1s void of all comfort : The torments 
thereof are intolerable, becauſe they are 
Eternal. Death cannot. enter in there, 
neither can thoſe that are entred ger our 
again; Burt they ſhall be tormented for 
| M 3 eugr= 
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evermore, For: evermore ? What: a fearful 
thing-is thisz They ſhall be tormenred for 
evermore. It was a moſt true ſaying of Caf 
fodor4s. As no Mortal man can apprehend 
or underſtand what the Eternal reward is, 
ſo neither can any man conceive or ima- 
gine what that Eternal torment 15. 

The Perſians had a Priſon into which a 


man might-enter eaſtily,but being once in, 


could get out no-more 3 or if he did, = 
very hardly. And therefore itwas called 
Lethe, or Oblivion. It is an caſte matter 
to deſcend down into Hell ; but to aſcend 
up again 1t 15 altogerher impoſſible. Was 


ever any heard to return from:Hell? This. 


Priſon of Hell is not withour-juſt cauſe 


called Letbe, or. Oblivion. 'For God is ſq. 
uumindful of the damned. that he will 


#tver remember them to have mercy.u 


them. Hell js called the Land of Oblivion 


or Forgetfulneſs, and that for. two reaſons: 
(as a godly and Learned Writer - obſery- 
eth ) Firſt, Becauſe, ſaith he, they re- 
_ © member God no morefor their good.nei- 
ther have they any memory at all ofthings 
paſt, but ſuch as doth affh& and torment 
them. All their pomp and glory, plea. 
ſures and delights, are quite forgotten, or 
elſe not remembred_ without grief and for- 
row. Secondly , To thoſe that are in 
this horrid Region, and Lake of fire, a | 
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hath forgotren to be gracious, and merci-- 
'fal, neither -will he ſend perry, 4g any- 
eaſt com- 
forr : If once in, there is no coming out 
again. For whar faid Abraham unto the: 
rich Glutton frying in Hell ; and deſiring” 


-him to ſend- Lazar to cool his tongue 


witha drop of water ? Betwzen 1s and 'you- 


there is:4 great gulf fixed, ſo that they which” 


would paſs from hence to you, cannot ; nei- 


*tbtr can they paſs ts 1s, that would come ſrom- 


thexce, Lub. 16. 26. Oh gulf full of hor- 


rour and deſpair /Oh Eternity of rorments, - 
ithe very thought whereof is able ro makea 
ftout man quake and tremble! The wick-- 
:ed and ungodly merrdigtheir own Graves, 

and dwell: therein for evermore ; Bur what 
-manner of Graves do theydig ? They dig - 
'a5 deep'as Hell, where the rich Glutron - 


was buried, from whenee be lifted up bis 
ms in torments and (aw Abraham afar of, 


and Lazarus 1 bis boſom, Lube 16. 23.t0 ns 
þ oa: torment. 'Oh 'what a terrible 


ep is this ! Oh whar a fearful Grave-is-- 
this ! "Who lyeth here ? He thart ſuffered * 


poems lyve-at his Gate,having no com - 
pa 


on on htm. How is it with tm now? ' 


He lodgeth in flames of Fire inſtead of his 


ſofr Bed: he is ſcalded with thirſt, and 
his ſweet Gups are taken from his mouth); 
his. Table1s removed,and he hath no other 
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Food but Fire and Brimſtone ; he is not 
now dancing and exulring for joy, but ; 
gnaſhing his teeth for- helliſh deſperation, : 
* They rhat are ſhur up in Priſon here in this 7 
World, have hope for their comfort ; it 
may be they ſhall be delivered, and re- n 
deemed out of Priſon : But from Hell q 
tere is no deliverance, no redemption, 
go no: fo much as any hope at all, but E- : 
ternal deſperation. . | 
Ir is a ſhort, but a terrible Sermon that q 
God Preacheth by the Prophet Ezekiel in || © 
theſe words, Say to the Forreſt of the South, I 
Hear the word of the Layd, Behold, I will T 
hindl: aFire in thee, and it ſhall devour eve | © 
ry green Tree in thee,” and every-dry Tree: | © 
The flaming Flame ſhall not be quenched, U 
ze. 20. 47. How many tall Cedars, | * 
how many wicked and ungodly men flou- | © 
rith and wax green in thislife for proſper- f 


ous ſucceſs in all outward things, and yet 
are dry and withered for want of virtue! 1 
. Hear this therefore :every green, and yet ; 
dry and withered Tree,T will kindle a Fir, 
ſaith the Lord, and the flaming Flame ſhall | © 


uot be quenched. Tn Hell, whither you be 
make ſuch great haſte, there are no Holy- K 
days, no Feſtivals, no ſet times in which - 


\the Fire ſhall ceaſe burning. There 1s 
Ere1 nal grief, Eternal death, Erernal for- | P: 
row, without the mixture of the leaſt 
comfort 
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comfort. Night and day there is no reſt, 
no fleep at all, but continually watching 
and waking for grief, and anguiſh, and 
intolerable torments in everlaſting Fire. 
There ſhall you always have your being, 
that you may always be tormented:There 
ſhall you always live, that you may always 
die, If you will not believe me, believe 
St. Auguſtine, whoſe words are theſe 3 
The ungodly, ſaith he, ſhall hve in tor- 
ments : bur they which live in torments 


ſhall deſire, 1f 1t were poſſible, that their 


life were ended. Burt death hears them 
nor, there 1s none to take away their life 3 
their life ſhall never end, becauſe their 
torment ſhall never end. But what fa:th 
the Scripture ? The Scripture doth not fo 
much as call it life. For life is a name of 
comfort : but what comfort can there be 
imagined in tortures and torments, fry- - 
ing and broiline in everlaſting Fire ? Bur 
what dorh the Scripture call it? Theſecond 
death, that 1s, a death which fol!owerh 
after the firſt and natural dearth which 1s 
common to all men. But how can the ſe- 
cond death be called a death, ſeeing thar 
he that hath part thercin. never dieth ? 
We may better indeed expreſs what it is 
not, rather than what ir is. As it cannor 
properly be called a death, fo jt may.be 
truly ſaid that it is no life :. And as con- 
M 5 cerning 


cerning them that have. part therein, as 
they cannot properly be ſaid ever to die, 
ſo-again it may be moſt truly ſaid that 


they never live. For o to live, thar a. 


man ſhall always live in ſorrow and tor- 
ments, 1s not to live. Therefore that life 


1s nolife ; but the only life indeedis that- 


life which js bleſſed ; and thar life only is 
blefſed , which is Eternal. Again, we 


have another-place in. the ſame Father to- 
this purpoſe : if the ſoul liveth in Eternal: 
torments, tormented with- the unclean. 


ſpirits, this is rather to be called Eternal 


death, than Ererxnal life. For there 1s no- 


greater or wore death, then that death 
which never dierh. 

St. G»egyryallo giveth the like Teſtimo- 
ny, In Kell, faich he, there. ſhall be. 
death without death; and without end, 
' becaue dearth ever liveth, and the end 


ever beginneth : there death-ſhall-never- 


de, Ohdeath, how much ſweeter wert 


thou, If thou wouldſt take away life, and: 
not compel thoſe to live, who would fain- 


de ! Burt fo itis, thenumber of the years 


in Hell are without number. Ir pafſeth. 


the skill of the beſt Arithmetician to find 


our-the number thereof. Gad himſelf.” 
knowerh no end thereof. After a Thou- 
fnd. Thouſand Millions. of years paſt;. 
there are ſtill as many more to come, _— ; 
WIICQ.;, 
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when. thoſe alfo are paſt, there are yer - 
as many more to come 3 and ftill they are 
as farfrom the laſt as they were at the firſt. 
It is now above five thouſand years ſince 
Cain that flew his Brother Abel, was caſt: 


' .znto the Lake that burnerh-with Fire and: - 


Brimſtone ;- and yet the number of the. 
years throughoutwhich ſtill he is to be tor-" 
mented, is as great ſtill as it was the firſt 
day of his torment ; and after certain 
Millions of years, the years of his tor- - 
ments for their number ſhall.be- nothing 
diminiſhed :: Ir ſhall be all one as:if he - 
were caſt into the Fire but-this preſent- 
hour. And though the rich Gluton men--- 
tioned in the Goſpel, be tormented: two-: 


thouſand years together, yer ſtill he doth. 


buen, and "ſhall burn for evcr ; neirher 
fhall he obtain ſo much as a little drop of . 
water, though he uſe never ſo much:in- - 


treaty, not ſo much as a little drop- of-- 
. water to cool his iatlamed tongue.. 


Theſe things we often hear of, and; : 
when we hear of them, we do bur laugh: 
at them. Certainly we count it but -a-- 
hghrimatcer ro burnin Eternal Fires. Here 
a man might well ask& the: Queſtion - 


Where ave your tears, O mortal men, ye - 


that are given ſo much to laughing ? This 


1s our .condition : A-ſmall.lofs if it be+but: 
-&:marcer. of.three haif pence,. will wring- ; 
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great ſtore of tears from us : but as for an 
infinire and 1rrecoverable loſs, that we 
can brook eaſily, we can digeſt that with 
laughter. When we are cited to appear 
ar the Barr of an-earthly Judge, then 
we quake andtremble : but as we are go- 
ing to Gods Tribunal, ( for every day we 
rid {me of our way, we walk on, ſtep af- 
ter ſtep, will we, mill we 3. and (yet as 
we are going) we ſport by the way. When 
we go to Sea, we areafraid of Shipwrack : 
- But without either fear or wit we lanch 
into the deep Sea of Eternity, and make 
- but a laughing matter of 1t. 

It is the wiſh 'of St. Bernard, Oh that 
men were wiſe | that they were wiſe ! 
ON that they were -wiſe 4 What then, 
holy Bernard? Oh, then would: the Fmage 
of Eternity begin to be reformed in them 
. Then would chey order things preſent 
wiſely,judge of things paſt underſtanding- 
iy; and foreſee things to come provident- 
f Here we have St. Payls command to 
the Epheſians, and not his wiſh only, for 
his words run in the Imperative mood, and 
not in the Optative: Brethren, See that _ 
ye walh circumſpetily, not as Fools, but as 
Wiſe, Redeeming the time, becauſe the days 
art evil, Eph. $. 15, 16. The great buft- 
neſs of our falyation, ought C—_— 
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ly, diligently, and carefully to be regard- 
ed of us, It is the moſt fooliſh thing-m 
the World for a man.having burlirtle time 
allotted him, ro fpend it ow ally in 
. vain delights, whereas he' ſhould like a 
' thrifty Merchant imploy i: rather for his 
beſt advantage, to purchaſe a: portion'in 
blefſed Eternity. - If we think to gain Hea- 
ven by ſporting, playing, and idlcing, we 
are much deceived. To be telling of tales, 
or giving ear unto them when they are 
told; tobe given toour eaſe,and ſpend our 
time in- idleneſs ; to be calling for our 
Cups, and fit fo long at them till we'can- 
not ſtand. This is not to redeem the time. 
But this 1s truly to redeem the time, to 
give our ſelves to labour and ſtudy,prayer 
and meditation; nort for aſpurtand away, 
but ro hold on in this courſe conſtantly 
unto the end 3 This, I ſay, i truly tore- 
deem the time. It 1s the counſel of 
St, Augufline, to ſteal ſome time from 
our worldly bufineſs. Will any man Sue 
thee at the Common Law ? Be content, 
faith he, - to loſe ſomething, that tliou 
mayeſt be at leiſure to ſerve God, and not - 
follow Suits : for that which thou loſeſt, 

1s the gaining of time. For as thou giveſt 
thy money and buyeſt Bread ; fo be-con- 
tent to loſe thy money, that thou mayeſt 
buyreſt, and opportunity to ſerve w_ 


time. 
Seought we to ſpare- for no coſt, but 


willingly part with- any. thing to gain an.. 
cos of doing good,ſeeing thar the. 
days are evil. The days of this life are. 


full of ſorrows, griefs , dangers, and 
rentations 3 which ever and anon take 


from us the opportunity of doing good ; - 


ſo faith Anſelm. Bur if we let ſlip the op- 
portunity of doing good when it 15 offered, 


and let our days conſume. away 1n-meer : 


urpoſes of amendment of life, without 
inging them to good effeR : from hence- 
forth it 1s in vain to look for any opportu- 
nity of doing good ; weſhall not obtain 


oneminute of time ; our loſs 15 altogether - 


irrecoverable. Our life , ſaith Nazan- 


zen, 15 like a Mart or a Fair: When the 
day appointed is once..over, there 15 no - 


more buying any commodities. Ifthen 


we will buy any. thing, we muſt do it- 
quickly, whileft the Fair laſts : We muſt 
hve godhily, whileft we have time to live - 
We muſt ſexve God, whileſt-we are ſtrong - 


and able. The Preacher often beats upon 
this, Whatſoever - thy . hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might, Eccleſ. 9. 19. The 


Apoſtle often ſpurs us on to lay hold upon -.. 


opportunity, and make good- vſe of our: 
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for- this is indeed truly to redeem the- 


tune. AS... thereſore we- have . opportunty, 
| lit 


| 
| 
l 
1 
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let us do good to all men, Gal, 6. 10. For- 
nw it is bigh time to awake out of ſleep, 
Rom. 13. 11. Thou fleepeth, faith 
Sr. Ambroſe, but thy time {leepeſt nor, . 
it runneth apace, yea, it flies with-wings. 
Happy he, happy they that think upon.. 
theſe. things, to do thereafter ; that live- 
ſo, as at the point of death they will de- 
fire to have lived ; -to do ſuch things, as- 
they will rejoyce to have done when they 
are Tranſlated to Eternity. A light neg- 
left now will prove an Eternal loſs. What- 
ſoever we think,ſpeak,or do,once thought, 
ſpoke, or done, 1t is Eternal; it abideth 
for ever, 


a— 
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CHAP. IL 
The reward of Eternal Life. 


T” He life in Heaven 1s life indeed, and. 
the. moſt perfe& and abſolute life 
of--all others, in that 1t 1s animal, 1n that - 
it.is humane, in that. it 1s arngelical, yeamn 
that it 15 Divin?. There lives the Memory, 
by. the perfe&t remembrance ofall rhings . 
that are paſt : There lives the VUnaerfland- 
ing, by the knowledge and Viſion of God : - 
There lives the Wil, and enjoyerh- all-. 
manner of good; without fear of loſing = 
N.: 
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In like manner liveth there the Appetite, 
both that which is called Concypiſcible, and 
that which is called Iraſcible. There live 


all the Senſes, and are filled with delights, 


There 1s heard no fighing. no lamenrati- 
on, no grief or ſorrow, nor ſo much' as 
the leaſtfign theresf. There is the moſt 
fincere and pure ſong of joy, without the 
mixture of the leaſt drop of the Gall of 

bitrerneſs and ſorrow. Let the eyes be fi- 
lent, they never ſaw thelike; let the ears 
be ſilent, they never heard the like; ler 
thy heart be filent, 1t could never conceive 
the like to this life. This life 1nctudeth 
within ir ſelf all pleaſures, riches, honours, 
and all the delights of all lives, 

Auguſt. ſenſes, and faculties. St. Au- 
de Civi- guftine as 1t were ſet on Fire 
tateDei, with the fervent defire of this 
cap. 30. life,  breaketh forth into theſe 
words. How great happineſs 

ſhall be there, where there is the preſence 
of no evil, and the abſence of no good? 
where we ſhall be continually praiſing 
God, who: 1s all in. all ; Bleſſed are they 
that dwell in thy Houſe 3 they will be ſtill 
praiſing thee, Pſal. 84.4. All the facul- 
ries of our ſouls and members of our bo- 
dies being made incorruptible, ſhall be 
ever ſecting forth the praiſe of God. 
Fhere ſhall 'be trac: glory and _ - 
ced, 
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deed; where neither he that doth give. 
praiſe and glory can be deceived, nor he 
to whomit 1s givencan be flattered. There 
ſhall be true honour indeed, which ſhall 
be denied to none that is worthy, nor be- 
ſtowed upon any that is unworthy, yea, 
which none that is unworthy ſhall deſire 
or ſeek after 3 where none that is unwor- 
thy ſhall be permitted to abide. There he 
which 1s the giver of virtue, ſhall be the 
reward thereof : for he hath promiſed 
himſelf ; and what could he promiſe 
greater and better than himſelf ? The 
ae aye Zeremy 1s witneſs of this his pro- 
miſe, in theſe words, I will be their God, 
.and they ſhall be my People, Ferem. 31. 33 
Iwill be unto/ them whatſoever with ho- 
neſty can be defired, I will be unto them 
life, and health, and food, and plenty, 
and glory, and honour, and peace, and 
every good thing : For this 1s the meaning 
of theſe words, God ſhall be all in all ; He 
ſhall be the end of our deſires. . And one 
grear good there 1s to be found in that 
bleſſed City. of - God, which 1s nor ellſe- 
where to be found, and that 1s this, That 
noinferiour there ſhall envy his ſuperiour, 
but they ſhall be like members of the na- 
tural body compacted together in a friend- 
ly and; peaceable manner, where the. fin- | 


ger defireth not to he the.:eye, nor _ 
| | oot 
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foot the head, but every member is con- 


rent with his own place. Anda little af-. 


ter ſaith the ſame Father, there ſhall we 
keep an Eternal Sabbath of reſt,and there 
ſhall we taſte and ſee how ſweet 

the Lord is, we ſhall be filled Avugyft, 
with his goodneſs. when he ſhall ade Civi- 
be all1n all. O God my God ! tat.Di. 
Thou art Love and Charity, 

Truth and Verity, true Eternity and 'E- 
ternal Felicity. 

Another ſpeaketh unto this life, by way 
of Apofirophe*, afrer this man- | 
ner, in thee there is no corru- Autor. 
ption, nor defe&, nor old Age, libr. "dt 
nor anger;but perpetual peace, Spir.'& 
and ſolemn glory,and everlaft- avima. 
ing joy, and continual folemni- | 


ty. There is joy and exultation, there is- 


anEternal ſpring.There is always the flow- 


er and grace of youth and perfe& health. 


Non eft in te Heri nec Heſternum © 

Sed et idem Hodiernum. 

T 63 ſalus; tibi vita, 

Tibi pax-eft infiita : 

Tibi Deus omnia. That is, 

Yefterday was with thee never 1 
Bit to day is ow ever 2 
Thou haſt peace that ever lafieth, 


Halth and life that never waſfleth ;- 
Gle-- 


God 15 -all in all. 
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Glorious things ave ſpoken of thee, O City 
of God, Pſal. 87. 3 In thee have their 
habitation all thoſe that rejoyce; inthee 
there 15 no fear ; in thee no ſorrow. All 
defires are turned ro joys. Whatſoever 
a man can wiſh for 1s-preſent with thee :: 
Wharſoever can be deſired, is inthee in 
abundance. They fhall be abundantly ſatis- 
frd with the fatneſs of thy Houſe, and thou 
ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy 
pleaſures, Pal. 36. 8, For with thee ts 
the Fountain of Life 3 in thy light ſhall we. 
ſee light, 9. When we ſhall ſee thee in 
thy ſelf, and thee in us, and our felyes in 
thee, living in- everlaſting felicity, and 
enjoying the beatifical viſion of thee for 
ever. 


* And thoughthis felicity be everlaſting; 


yet a-man may obtain it in a ſhort time, 
and with little labour. I have nn 
on the multitude, faith our Saviour, becauſe 
they have now been with me three days, and 
bave nothing 'to eat; Mark 8. 2. Sweet 
Saviour, doſt thou count it ſuch a matter 


for us to abide with thee three days, and. 


eat nothing ? and why, ſweet Jeſus, doſt 


. thou not rather tell us of the days of Eter- 


nity, and the everlaſting joys wherewith 
we ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? God taketh notice 
of the leaſt ſeryice. that we-perform, and 
© 1 
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1tis precious in his fight : He telleth- the 
very hairs of our heads; and much more 
then will he tell the drops. of blood that 
are ſpilrt for his ſake, and put them up jn 
the Battle of his remembrance. 
| We may therefore very well cry out 
with St, Hizrom, Oh! How great a bleſ- 
ſedneſs 1s this, to receive great things for 
ſmall, and Erernal things for Temporal ; 
and further to-have the Lord our Debtor ! 
Bur thou wilt be ready to ſay, 1t goes hard 
to be in ſufferings every day 3 and though 
a!l other things might eaſily be endured, 
yet death is terrible. Chriſtian Brother, 
I am afhamed to hear thee ſay o, it is 
fooliſhly ſpoken, and like a Child. Know- 
eſt thou not thus much? I know that] aſ- 
.cend to deſcend, flouriſh ro wither, am 
young to-grow old, live to die, and dic to 
ive bleſſed Eternally. Tiuft therefore in 
the Lord for ever 3 For in the Lord Febovah 
 tuirlaſting flrength, Iſa. 26. 4. | 
Again, St... Augxfline comes into my 
mind, who upon the Words of our Lord 
ſaith thus, Our” Lord and: Saviour con- 
cluded with theſe 'words, | ſaying, Theſe 
£0 away into eorrlaſting puniſhment , 
vat the righteo:15 into lije Eternal, Matth. 2 5. 
46. Ir 1s life Eternal that 1s here promi(- 
ed. Becauſe men love to live here upon 
earth, therefore life 1s —— unto 
them : 
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them : And becauſe they are much afraid 
to die, therefore death Eternal 1s threar- 
ned unto them. What wouldeſt thou 
have ? Life 3 Well, rhou ſhalt have it. 
What art thou afraid of? Is it Death? 
Well, thou ſhalt not ſuffer it. Bur'they 
which ſhall be tormented in Hell Fire, 
ſhall have a defire to die; and death ſhall 
fly from them. To live long therefore is 
no great matter; yea more, To live al- 
ways, 15 no great matter 3 but To live bleſ- 
{ed, that 15 a thing to be deſired, that is a 
great matter indeed. 

Therefore thou ſhalt live in Heaven, 
and ſhalr never die; there ſhalt thou live 
blefled for evermore 3; for neither ſhalt 
thou ſuffer any evil ; neither ſhalt thou be 
in fear of ſuffering it ; for there it is im- 
poſſible to ſuffer any evil. There ſhalt 
thou poſſeſs whatſoever thou canſt defire ; 
ind what thou poſſeſſeſt, thou ſhalt de- 
fire ſti!l ro poſſeſs: Thou canſt'nor be caft 
our of pofſeffion ; and this ſhall farisfie 
thee. Tt, was there, that David did ex- 
= to have his thirſt quenched, and his 

unger ſatisfied, In thy preſents is fulneſs 
of roy, at thy *right hand there are Pleaſures 
jor evermore , Pſal. 15. 11. And agamn, 


” by foul thirfleth aſter thee, Pſal. 141. 6. 


And yet again, 4s for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs : T ſhall be ſatisfied, 
| | when 
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whon T awake, with thy likeneſs, Pſal.11.18, 
This is a new and a ſtrange voice for a 
King : He hath his Table well furniſhed 
with all kinds of Diſhes ; and yet as ifhe 
were hunger-ſtarved he hopes to-be filled 
at. anothers Table ; his own Bread and 
his own Wine would not ſerve his turnito: 
appeaſe his huager,or to quench his thirſt. 
There was other Bread that he hada mind 
to, ard other Liquor that he ſo thirſted 
after, the Bread of Heaven, and the Wa- 
ter of: Life, For what 1s the plenty and 
abundance of all the Kings of the Earth ? 
.It is nothing elſe but meer want. And 
what 1s the dainty Fare at their great Ta- 
bles ? Ir 1s but- like the Beggars Pitcher, 
1f it be compared with the Fatneſs of Gods 
Houſe, and -his Heavenly Table. Come 
Eat and Drink, and be filled, my beloved 
ſhall the King of Heaven ſay 3 this Feaſt 
of mine ſhall never be ended ; there ſhall 
come no-ſorrow after it; as 1t 1s To day, 
ſo it ſhall be For ever and ever. Neither 
can St. Auguſtine here contain himſelf , 


bur he breaks forth again into this Excla-' 


mation, Oh life of lives ſurpaſſing all life ! 


Oh everlaſting life! Oh life blefſed for 
ever | Where there is joy without ſorrow, 


reſt without labour, riches without loſs, 

health without fickneſs (there is no ſuch 

matter. in-this life) abundance — 
efe 
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defeR , life. without. death , tuity 
without corruptibility, beatitude without 
calamity.z, where all good menare in per- 
fet charity, where all knowledge is in all 
things , and. through all things 3 where 
the Majeſty. of God. is ſeen-in preſence, 
where the mind of the beholders is filled 
with the bread of life : They always be- 
hold. Gods preſence, and ſill they deſire 
to behold 1t; they deſire to behold. it; 
and yet without anxiety;they are ſatisfied 
mith it, and yet without ſatiety. 

And that thou. mayeſt underſtand and 
know, good Chriftian Brother, that-this 
ſuperexcellent Glory , theſe celeſtial 
Riches, this Heavenly Kingdom is to be 
bought, hear what the ſame St. Auguſtine 
faith, I have to ſell, faith God, 

I. have to ſell; come and buy Ecclus. 
it Lord, what 1s it that thou +©5. 7. 


haſt to ſell ? T have reſt ; Come 


and buy it. What is the price of 5t ? The 
price is labor. And. how much. labor 1s 
Eternal reſt worth? If thou wilt ſpeak the 
truth and judge aright, Eternal reſt is 
worth Eternal -Jabor. Its true indeed; 


but: do. not fear - For God 4is-merciful. 
For :ſhould thy labor. be . Eternal, thou: 
ſhouldeſt never attain to reſt Eternal.; but. 


that thou mayeſt attain at length to reft.. 
Eternal, therefore thy labor ſhall-not be 
| Eternal ; 


Eternal ; not bur that it is worth ſo much, 
but that thou mayeſt at length ger the 


polſefſion of it. Indeed it 1s worth the: - 


price, though it be labour Eternal 7 but 
that it may be purchaſed and poſleſſed, it 
1s neceſſary that the price thereof be bur 
labour Temporal. Therefore Chriſtian 
Brethren, let us rouſe up our ſelves, and 
ſtir up one another with this exhortation 
of St. Auguſtine, which here followeth. 
Let us ſer before our eyes the life which 
1s Eternal, and let us well confider the 
nature of it, which we ſhall come the bet-. 
ter to underſtand, by removing from it, 
whatſoever we account troubleſome inthis 
life. For it 1s eafter to find whart 1t 15 nor, 
rather than what it 1s. And yet it1s ſet. 
to ſale. Thou mayeſt buy it if thou wilt. 
Thou ſhall not need to be much troubled 
or turmoiled about it, for the greatneſs 
of the price. The price is whatſoever 
thou haſt, and no more. Never examine 
what thou haſt, but confider what thou 
art. Iris worth thy buying, though thou 
giveſt thy ſelf for it. Give thy ſelf, and 
thou ſhalt have it. What ? Art thou to 
ſell thy ſelf? Art thou to buy, thy ſelf? 
Behold, fuch as thou art, if thou canſt be 
content to give thy ſelf, thou ſhalr have 
it. But thou wilt be ready to ſay it may” 
be. Alack! T am a wicked -man oo 
| uc 
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\ ſuch a man perhaps will not be received 


for good 1. ern : If _—_ I > 
ready goad, do'but give thy ſelf, and- 
{6 Jong thou ſhalt become good, and go 


| for current. Do but make a faithful pro- 
miſe to give thy ſelf ; and thisſhalb make 


thee good : And being made 'good thou 
art a price of thy ſelf good enough :' And 
thou ſhalt have, as I ſaid, not only health, 
ſafery, life, and ſuch like as fhall have an 


.end 3 but alſo thou ſhalt be freed from 


many miſeries : Tl.ou ſhalt neither : be 


wearied, nor ſtand in need of .reſt, thou 


ſhalc neicher hunger nor thirſt, neither 
increaſe nor decreaſe, neither grow young 
nor wax old, becauſe there' is no being 
born there 3 for there is full growth and 


ſtature, and the entire and perfe&number 


of years. There-1s no number like' anto 
it;-For as it hath noneed of being aug- 
mented. ſo 1s-there no fear of being dithi- 


| niſhed, Behold what excellentthingsare - : 


ſpoken of it ! And yetTI cannot come near 


telling thee what 1t 1s,0r what good things 


are treaſured up init : For, it is written, 
Eye hath not ſeen , nor ear heard, neithir 
bath it entered into the heart -of manz-2 Cor. 


. -2: 9. And how ſhould my mouth be able 


to utter what the heart of man is not able 


to conceive ? 1 C+ 


And becauſe we. have' gone along 
N through 
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«through St. Augiſtines Books, as it were 
chrngh fo many pleaſant Gardens, ani 
are now brought ar kength to the Coeleſtial 
thero bak bers ſpoken dy ciereſlimaty 
therto hat by the teftimon 
6f the fame Father. If we were 
.day, faith he, to ſuffer all rorments, 
[the torments of -Nell it felf, and that for 
> long rime together, to the end thar'we 
Might behold Chriſt in his Glory, anil 
have communion and fellowſhip with the 
Saints 3 were it not worth our pains and 
-fufferings! who would not 1ufferany for. 
.row to be made partaker of fo:mach goot, 
and fo:greatGlory ? Let the Devils 'then 
He in wait for me, fet them -afſtult with 
temptations; ler my botly be brought 
down with faſting,.ket my fleſh be kept an- 
der with preflure ;iet-me be wearied with 
labours, let my moifture bedriedup with 
. watching; let one man clamour-apaitiſt 
 -Me, ter another diſquiet me, let:me'be 


- bowed cogether with cold,let mebe ſer on - 


frewith heat; lermy conſcience'murmur, 


ler-my- head ake, lermy breaſt be inflam- - 


£d, {ct my ſtomach be-troubled with ven- 
tolities, let my countenamoe wax: pale-and 


bleak, fer-me-be ' full of mfirmitics-; It |. 


my hfe confume- away'with prief, :and my 
years with mourning ; let fortennefs en- 
er" nto my bones.and [erir{pringup hke 
5 
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a Fountain under my feet ; let all theſe 
miſcries - come upon me, ſo that I may 
have reſt and conſolation in the day of cri- 
bulation, and aſcend up unto the people 
of the Lord. For, What ſhall be the Glo- 
ry of the juſt, and how great ſhall the jo 
of the Saints be, when every Face ſhaf 
ſhine as the Sun ! When the - Lord ſhall 
begin to reckon-up his peopletin their di- 
ſtin&t orders, in his Fathers Kingdoms 
and when he ſhall render unto every man 
according to his works,the rewards which 
he hath promiſed , that is, Heavenly for 
Earthly, and Eternal for Temporal. - 

Think therefore upon the days of old, 
and call to mind the years which are yer 
for to come. Think upon Eternity, .O 
man, think upon #terzity z think upon 
the Eternity of Torment, and the Eternity 
of Joy, which is to follow after this ſhort 
heat ar adags clo rw: 
t ilt never complain of any Adv 5 
thon wilt -never-let I out of thy —_— 
ſuch a word as this, This is toogrieveus, Or, 
Fhis is intolerable, or, This is tod: bard. 
Thou wilt, I dare ſay, count all things 
eafie and tolerable whatſoever can;happen 
m this life, and rhou wilt-aever be betrer 

plegks d, than when thou art moſt affliQ- 


It is reported by Jon Moſchus of one 
s _ N2 Olympinb, 
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Olympius, an old man of ſingular patience 
(who lived cloyſtered up in a Monaſtery 
near unto Jordan) that he had his mind 6 
bent and fixt continually upon Eternity, 
that he had ſcarce any ſenſe or feeling at 
all of any temporal ſorrow or miſery.For, 
(as he goes on with his ſtory) upon a time; 
as it happened, a certain Religious man 


turned out of his way to viſit him, and 


finding him in a dark Cell, a place, as he 
thought, unhabirable by reaſon of heat and 
ſwarms of Gnats and - other Flies 3 not 
without much admiration ſpake thus unto 
him. And canft thou, 0!ympi:zs, endure 
to live in ſuch a cloſe Room, ſo exceedin 

hot, and ſo much preſſed with Gnats, an 

ſwarms of flies ? But what-did Olympius 
anſwer? And doſt thou wonder ar this ? 
I tell thee, my Son, all theſe are bur light 
matters ? Icount them tolerable, that fo 
I may eſcape Eternal torments, which 
are intolerable. I can endure to be ſtung 
by Gnats, that ſo I may not feel the ſting 


of Conſcience, and the gnawing of the - 


worm thar never dieth. This heat which 
thon focomplaineſt of I can ſuffer eaſily, 
when 1 think upon the Eternal fire of Hell, 
which is'unſufterable. Theſe troubles.if I 
- may fo call them, -are but ſhort, 'and ſhall 
havean end ; but the torments in Hell are 
- withoutend. Whereupon ſaid the other, 

| Cer- 
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Certainly, Olympius, thou art” led by the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and truth ; ſo wiſely and 
truly haſt rhou anfvered. I would there 
were-more of thy mind, thar would think 
thus ſeriouſly upon thete things; then cer- 
tainly there would be more than there are 
now adays, that would after thy example 
patiently ſuffer and endure all rhings, 


CHAP: IIL 
The Concluſion of all. 


IF Exxs, the moſt Famous for his skilt 


fF, amongſt all the Antient Painters 
that we have heard of, was obſerved to be 
very flow at his work, and to let no piece. 
of his go abroad into the world:to be ſeen 
of men,till he had turned ir over and over, 
this ſide and that fide, again and again. to - 
ſee if he coald ſpy any faulrin it , And be-- 
ing upon a time asked the reaſon why he 
was ſo cutious, why ſo long in drawing his 
lines, and fo flow inthe uſe of his Pencil, 
he made this anſwer, I am long a doing 
whatſoever F take in hand, becauſe what F 
Paint, I Paint for Eternity. And thus 
ſtands the caſe with all, we Paint alſo for 
Eternity. Whatſoever we do, it fo belongs. 
unto Eteraity, that a man may truly ſay 

N. 3 
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it thus, TI write, I read, I fing, I pray, 
EI labor, wlatſoever I do, whatſoever [ 
ſay, whatſcever I think, all is for Eterni- 
ty. Now if this be the nature of our 
thoughts, words and deeds, if they ſhall 
remain for al! Etern.ty, we had need have 
a care what we think, ſpeak or do; it 
concerns us to look about us, to mind our 
buſineſs, not to go negligently and ſleepily 
about cur work, not to Tet any thing go 
out of our hands rude and imperfeR, but 
to poliſh and perfe& it with all the care, 
Skill, and jnduftry that we can uſe. We 
Paint with Zeuxis for Eternity.” When 
we have done our works.titey are preſent- 
ly tranſminred to Eternity, to be viewed by 
.@ moſt judicious anc all-fecing eye, that 
no fault can. eſcape 5 and being viewed 
and cenſured, they are to be committed 
either to be Eternally puniſhed, or Erter- 
nally rewarded. What I have ſaid before, 
I here ſay again. becauſe tr cannot be 
faid too ofren, though T ſhould fav it a 
'thouſand times 3 whatſoever we think, 
ſpeak,or do,once thought, ſpake, or done, 
3r 1s Eternal, it abideth for.ever. 

Will you hear what St. Gregory ſaitly ? 
In all our ations we muſt uſe great care 
and circumſpettion, we muſt well weigh 
and confider with our ſelves, what it is 
that wetake in hand, and to: what end =: 
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do it, that our minds be not ſet uponany 
thing that is Temporal, but upon- thoſe: - 
things which are Eternal. Therefore in- 
all thy a&ions labour to be perfe&t. Pray 

for Eternity, ſtudy for Eternity, ſuffer for 
Eternity, contend for Eternity, -labor for 

Eternity. So live to God, that chow 
mayeſt live with God ; ſo live on Earth, 

that thou mayeſt live in Heaven ; ſo: 
live for Eternity, that thou mayeſt live to 
Eternity. | 

- Hear alſo what St. Bernard faith. Our" 
works donotpals away as ſoon as they are: 
done ( as they may ſeem to do ) bur as: 
Seeds fawn. in time they riſe up to all Eter- 

itz. The fooliſh. man whichhath-no un-- 
derftanding,will wonderto ſee ſuch a plen- 
tiful:increaſe riſe up of ſuch litle Seeds; 
be it good ar be it evil, according to the 
nature of the Seed which is ſown. But he 
that is wife will ponder theſe things, and 
count noſin little : For he hath an eye ſtill 
not to that which is preſent, but ro thag 
which 1s to come 3 not to that whickis 
fawn, butto that which 1s reaped; notto 
that which is done in time, but to thax 
which remains toall Eternity. 

Ch the dangerous and miſerable mad- 
neſs. of the Sons of Adam! God created 
us unto the poſſeſſion of infinite. and E- 
ternal goods : And why are we-carried ' 

| N 4 then + 
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then wich the whole bent of our affetions, 
to thoſe things which are flicting and va- 
niſhing ? God made us heirs of Heaven 
and Etcrnal poJeftions : And why do we 
1o miſerably intangle our ſelves in our va- 


nitics, and run headlong to deſtruton ? 


Let us be wiſe 1n t1me. let us look well to 
our ſtevs. ler us make ſpeed on the way of 
Eternity: Let us fo live that we may hve 
ro Etcrnity. The way thither 1s ſhort and 
Barrow, bat the term thereof 15 very 
large. | 
- But O miſerable and fooliſh men that 
veare! We fain would obtain Erernal 


' life, but weare loath to tread in the way 


that leads to jt : We fain would be there 
but we will not take pains to go thither. 
Every man defjres to be blefled. There 
1s no man, ſaith St. Auguſtine, of what 
condition or degree ſoever he be, but 
hath a defireafter that life whichis blefſed 
for ever. Therefore that life is the com- 
mon haven at which all men defire to ar- 
rive ; bur all men know not how to ſteer 
their courſe arighr. Ir 1s a thing which al! 
men withour controverſie would fain poſ- 
ſ:6; bur how to compaſs it, what courſe 
to-rake, which way to go, that-1s the 
point they cannot agree upon. We may 
ſeek it long enough upon Earth; and jt 1s 
a Queſtion, whether we ſhall-ever find it 

or 


_ do 


npon Eternity, T7 F 
"6x no. Not that I condemn the ſeeking of | 
it, but the not ſeeking of it in the righr 
_ One 1s of opinion thar the Soldiers 

ife is moſt | bleſſed. But another denics 
'that, and ſays, the life of the Husband- 
-man is moſt blefled. And again, this an- 
.other denies, 4nd ſays, that the Lawyers 
life is moſt bleſſed ; and he gives his rea- 
ſon for it :* For the Lawyer is worſhipped 
by the people, and is much ſought unto, . 
he 1s ever taking of fees and pleading 
cauſes. 2 

And again, - this another denies, and* 

fayes, the Judges life is moſt 'blefſed : For 
he hath power of hearing cauſes and de- 
ciding them. And yet again,another de- 
'nies this, and ſays, the Merchants life 1s 
moſt bleſſed ; For he ſees divers Countries. - 
learns many faſhions. gathers together 
much Wealth. You ſee, dearly beloved, . 
in ſo many ſeveral kinds of lives there is 
not any one: to be-found, that will-pleaſe 
all. Burt che hfe bleſſed for ever, thr is it 
which pleaſeth all. 

Blefledneſfs therefore 1s not: to be expe- 
Red here,bur is ro be ſought for elſewhere, 
and never to be found our, but by a good 

yy and godly death. Ungodly men them- 

| ' felves defireto die the dearth of the Godly, 
burrhey will not live the life of the Godly 2 : 
For to die well is the way to felicityz but: 
| Ns. 19-9 


to live well is matter of labor ; and yet 
that 1s not to be ubtaived without this, 
Eternity depends upon death, and there is 
no dying well without livipg well. Chuſe 
. which rhou wilt, hfe or death. If thou 


hveſt well, thou canſt not but die well; - 


and it ſhall be well with thee for ever ; If 
thou hveſt not well, thou canſt nor 


to die well, but it will be ill with theefor 


. EVEF. 
Not many years ago a man of a good 
Houſe, having more wit in his head, than 
Religion nt his heart, being asked whathe 
thought of the firi& lives of the Religious, 
and the looſe lives of the licentious,which 
.he eſteemed heſt, anſwered rhus, I could 
wiſh ro hve like the licentious, but to die 
like the Religious. Some wit there might 
he in his anſwer, bur I am ſure there was 
little Religion in it. He had ſpoke like a 
Chriſtian man, if he had ſaid thus,F defire 
to hve the life of the Religious, that my 
end may be like his. Balaay could ſay, 
Let me aiz the death of the righteous, and let 
-»y iz} end be like his, Nunb. 23. 10. But 
he had ſaid agreat deal better, if he had 
faid thus, Let me live the life of the rightt- 
axes, that F may die the d:ath of the right tous, 
and that my laft end may be libe his. For 
whoſoever liveth the life of - the Godly, 
hall. be ſure to die the death of the _ 
n 
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And whoſoever liveth the life of the un-- 
godly, ſhall be ſure to die the death ofthe - 
ungodly : Once he ſhall die, butthatonce- 
thall be always, and that always for ever - 


and 'QVCr. . | 
| A certain Soldier being called in queſti-- * 


on. by Laniachus a Centurion, for ſome - 


miſdemeanor or other. commured in the - 
Camp, earneſtly defixed pardon for that - 
once, and promiſed never to offend in the - 
hke kind again : But the Centurion made 
bim- this anſwer, Is bello, bone vir, non” 
leebit bus precare 3 Oh Sir, know you thus. 
much, there is no offending in Way twice. 
BuS#in death ( alas.” ) there is no offend-- 
ing once 3. there 1s no hope of Horne. 
dies 


' oncedeadandalways dead. He 


onee ul, is damned for over. There is'na+ 
returning 2gain to life, to amend-what 1s. 
done amiſs, There is ng appea ling from: 
the ſentence of: condemnation, if 1t be 
once paſſed. ' As dearh leaves a man, ſo: 
judgment findeth him ; and as judgment - 
leaves him, ſ@ Eterzity findeth him. 

It is the ſaying of Tpbicrates, that it 152 + 
ſhame for an Emperor at any time to ſay 
with the foal, Nox putargm, TI did nu” 
think it + Rar it is a greater ſhame for a 
Chriſtian wan to ſay, Nez putaran, I dig: 
n64 think there had been ſuch a difference 
hketween a chaſte life, aud ms" 


» he, 


life, T1 4id not think that Eternity was to 


follow after this life, 7 did not think that E 


ſhould have died fo ſuddenly. Alas! 
alas! How ſleepily do-we go about the 
buſineſs of Eternity ! Whereas the nature 
of this mortal life of ours is ſuch, that we 
cannot be certain at any time thatwe ſhall 


live for any time, no not ſo-much as for + 


one minute, when as we know for certain 
that we muſt depart from hence, and yet 
are moſt uncertain at what:hour we ſhall 
depart: 3 and when that hour ſhall come, 
then alſo: we ſhall ſeem- not ſo much to 
have lived.as to have poſted unto death in 
2 moment. Here we are but as ſojourflers. 
ina ſtrange Land, and not as Citizens in 
our own Country; we are but Tenants at 
will, and not Free-holders : Will we, mill 
we, we muſt depart, For here we have no 
cortinuing City, but we ſect one to come, 
Heb. 13+ 14+ 

The holy Prophet Baruch asketh this: 
queſtion, Where are the Princes of the Hea- 
then become, and- ſuch as ruled the Beafts: 
pon the Earth, that hoarded up Silver and 
Gold, and- made no end of their getting 7 
- Baruch 3. 16, 17; Do they retain and- 
keep their Ki _ and-their glory ſtill ? 
Not ſo;-For thus ſaith the Propher, an-- 
twering his own queſtion, They are vauiſh- 
8d, and. gone down to the Grave, and others: 
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are come up in their fleads. They dre vaniſh- 
- -4, faith the Prophet ;. For they were bur 
fojourners.ahd-no Citizens ; . they are gone; 
and others are come up in their fteads ;- their- 
| Houſesare let our to others, and they are 
caſt out themſelves, and gone down tothe 
Grave. Butif the queſtion be asked again, ' 
Where are the Princes of Heaven, whoſe 
dwelling: is: above the ſeventh Sphere , 
where are they ?: It may be anſwered like- 
wiſe, that They are alſo vaniſhed; and others 
ave come 1þ ' in their fleads; bur they are 
tranſlated to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
there-toabide forever; without all fear of 
being diſpoſleſſed. 

Let us Crown: 0ur ns od Roſe-buds, 
Wiſd. 2. 8: Sing thoſe mM of moſt looſe 
and deplorable lives. Why with Roſe- 
buds ? Becauſe the- beauty and: ſmell of 
them is gone in one day, and'theyare wi- 
thered: And ſuch fading Crowns do' beſt 
become thoſe which ſhall: ſhortly periſh. _ 
But as for the Bleſſed, it is not: ſo withy 
them, but they are Crowned with Jewels 
arid precious Stones, whoſe beauty-never 
fadeth. The woman mentio in the 
Revelation had - upon ber bead a Crown, not 
of Roſe:buds of the Garden; nor. of-Jew- 
els = —— bur of — of Heaven. 
As thenthe Heavenly orbs are incorrupti- 
ble, ſo likewiſe they that inhabit them are 
INCOT+ 


276 The ninth Couſiderg ;, "_—_ 


incorruptihle, they are not ſubje to any 
* change, they are immortal. The Righte-. 
6448 ' live far evermore, Wiſd. 5. 15. All 
world|y things are tranſxory.but heavenly 
things arc everlaſting. - Here are we wea-- 
ried with labour, but there. ſhall we be 
refreſhed with Erernal reſt. Why do we 
feek for reſt before our labour is ended ?' 
We are yet upon the Srage : Therefore 
we muſt a& our parts : We have to deal 
with potent Enemies ; therefare we muſt 
be always prepared to Fight : We are 
ſti} in our race 3 therefore we muſt 
bold aur to. the laſt. Let us then ſo a& 
our parts, that the Angels may rejoyce ta- 
be SpeRators : Let us fo Eight that we- 
may wiv the Crown ; lecus fo run,that we. 
may ohtrain. : 
. » Well ſairh St. Gregory, if we well confi- 
der with our ſelves what and how great 
things are-promited unto us in Heaven, all 
things on earth will ſeem vile unto us :- 
For whar tongue can ſufficiently expreſs, 
or what beart conceive, how great the - 
Joys be in that City which is abave? Where. 
we ſhall bear @ part.in the heavenly. Quire 
with Angeb evermore laudingand praifing 
God ; where we ſhall be in Gads preſonce, - 
and (ce him face ra face ; where we ſhall' 
behald light incomprehenſible; where we | . 
fhall have the priviledgeof heavenly _ 
a 2 
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Md Citizens;to be for ever incorruptible. 
Methinks I fiad my mind inflamed and ſet 
on Fire, whileſt F am ſpeaking of theſe 
joys, and methinks it ſhould ſeron Fireall” 
that hear #. Merhinks it ſhould ſo work 
upon us all.that even now weſhould moft 
earneſtly aud ardently deſire to be there, - 
where we hope to be for ever hereafter 


 Butthus much we muſt know, that there 


is no coming there without much labor. 
It is not I, but Pax! the Preacher that 
faith it, 4 wan is net Crowned, except be 
frive lawfully, 2 Tim. 2. $.. Let then the 
greatneſs of the reward encourage us and 
prick us forward ; and let not labor 
and pains, the ſhort labor, and the lirtle 
pains, hinder us or keep us back. We 
muſt go on, and we muſt go on with per- 
ſeverance 3- we muſt not ſo much confider - 
the roughneſs of the way, as the bleſſed 
Eternity which 1s the thereof. And 
this the ſame holy Father. declares moſt 
excellently, ſaying, This is a ſpecial badg 
and cognizance of the cle&, that they 
know how to carry themſelves in the way 
of this preſent life in ſuch manner, that 
by. the certainty of hope they are aſſured, 
that they have attained unto a-great pitch, 
inaſmuch as they ſee all tranſitory things 
far beneath them, and for the love of 


Hranly trample all ſublunary a 


der their feet. And this is it which the 
Eord ſpeaketh by the mouth of his hol 
Propher, ſaying unto every ſoul that fol. 
loweth him, I will lift thee up above the high 
places of the Earth, For as for loſles, re- 
_ poverty, diſgrace, and ſuch 
ike, theſe are, as I may ſo call them, 
the lower places of the carth, which the 
lovers of this world; as they walk through 
the plat of the broad way, do not love to 
come near, bur keep off as far as 1s poſſt- 
bie., Bur as for gain and profit, the fawn- 
ivg and flattering of inferiors, abundance 
of riches, honors, and places of dignity, 
theſe are the high places of the earth; 
which-whoſoever 1s worldly-minded, and 
hath ſetled his affe&ions on things here be- 
low, he, I ſay, eſteemeth highly ; becauſe 
to him they ſeem great : Bur'whoſoever is 
Heavenly minded, and hath ſerled his af- 
fe&tions on things- above, he, I fay, e- 
ſteemeth them not 3. becauſe ro him they 
ſeem what they are, that is, vile and baſe, 
For as it 1s with a man going up-an high 
Mountain, fti!l the higher he goes, the 
lower he ſees the earth beneath him : So 
it is with him whoſe converſation is inHea-- 
ven ; the higher he motiits from the earch 
with the wings of pious cogitations, the 
farther he flies from the earch wich the 
wings of his affeRions, He knows that = 
6. 
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the glory of this world is nothing, and 
therefore his thoughts and affe&tions are 
altogether upon another world. This isthe 
man that 1s /;ſted up above the. bigh places of 
the earth. 

You have heard what St. Gregory faith 
It will not be amiſs in the next place to 
hear likewiſe whar St. Augufiine faith, 
Whar is that? Irisa Lleffon worth our 
learning. That which we muſt loſe, faith 
, he, one-time or other upon neceſlity, it is 
- wiſdom to diſtribute abroad in time, that 
we may purchaſe thereby the reward of 
Eternity. Moſes lived long in- 
deed, he hved in health:z but Dext. 
at length.” he died. Methuſelah 34. 5. 
' hved longer than he ; bur it fol- _ Ger. 5. 
lows, And be died. This is, or 27. 
ſhall be every mans Epicaph , 
Et murtins eft, And be died. For we mult 
needs dit, and are as wattr ſpilt. upon the 
ground, 2 Sam. 14-14. But the ſoul is 
immortal, it 1s Eternal, it ſhall live for 
| ever, either in Eternal glory, or elſe in 
Eternal torments, Here our lot is caſt in 
which Eternity we ſhall have part, , and 
there is no revoking it. Oh bleſſed Eter- 
nity, oh Eternal blefſedneſs ! How comes 
it to paſs that ſeldom or never we think 
upon thee 3 or if we do at any time, we 
do it but upon the by ? How comes it to- 

| | pals, 
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pas, that we do not labor more for thee, 


that we do nor ſeek forthee, that we are 


nor folicitous for thee, O Lord God, o- 


_ thou our eyes, that we may ſee and. 
now what Eternity is, both that of glory, 
and that other of torment, and how infi- 
mte both; how bleſted rhe one, and how 
miſerable che other. Thou haſt created 


us unto thee, thou haſt creared us unto; 
Eternity : For thou art Eternity. Thoy; 


wouldeſt have us be partakers of thy Eter- 
#ity ; Lord, let it be according to thy will, 
Thou haft caidit 3 Lord, letit be accord- 
ing to thy word. Thou haſt promiſed 
Lord, make good thy promiſe 3 Make us 
partakers of thy Eternity. Grant that we 
may ſpend the ſhoxrr moment. of time: 

rated to us here in this life ; Grant, we 

ſeech thee, that we may ſpend it in 
fach'a Religious and Godly manner, as 
men that labor for Eterzity, contend for 
Eternity, ſuffer for Eternity. To this end 
cauſe Thy Miniſters often to call upon us. 


ea think ſtill upon Erernity ; make us call 


one upon another in every place to think 
upan Eternity, that fo hy thy mercy we 
may Reign with thee, O Eternity, and as 
many. as it is poftible may be kept from 
eriſhing everlaſtingly. Hear this ye Chri- 
fliew all, hear it ye Pagans, hear it ye 
Kings and. Princes, hear it ye _— 
| car 
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hear it ye French, hear it ye Engliſh, yea, 
ler all the World hear tt. There can be ne 
ſufficient ſecurity, where there is danger of 
lbſmg Erermity. | 
Oh long, O profound, Oh bottomleſs, 
Oh Eternal Eternity ! Bleſſed are they, 0 
Lird, that dwell in thy Houſe ; they ſhall be 
fill praifing thee, Pſal. 84. 44 They ſhall 
praiſe thee throughour infinite myriads of 
Ages. | 
ſs being near unto his death , com- 
mending unto God in his Prayers his peo- 
en Iſrael : and blefling them, thus taok 
is leave of the Tribe of Aber, and faid; 
Let Aſhe» be ___ with Children ; let bim 
be acceptable to his Brethren , and lit him 
dip his foot in Oyl. Thy (hors ſhalt be Tron 
and braſs ; and as thy days, fo-ſball thy: 
ſtrength be. There is none like unto the God 
of Jeſurun, who rideth upon the Heaven in 
tby help, and in his excellincy on the © Sky. 
The Eternal God is the refuge, and nnder-- 
math are the everlaſting army, Dent. Z3e 24, 
25, 26, 279, Thus God ftretcheth forth: 
thearms of his power thronghout Heaven 
infinitely : And by his arms allthe World, 
all rime, and all things in the world are 
directed, guided and governed. So God 
_ from the beginning, yea, from the Eter- 
nity of his predefſtinatian, hath carried in 
his breaft all the Godly, and doth groom 
| | them. 
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braceth them with his arms. -Aſcend 
therefore, O my foul, and have no more 
to do with earth and clay. Stretch forth 
thy ſelf, and aſcend up unto him thar rid- 

upon the Heavens ; . aſcend up unto 
thy God, whoſe dwelling is in the higheſt 
Mountains, thoſe. Mountains of Eternity; 
There ſhalt thou fir in ſafety, and behoid 


the earch beneath : and fo ſhalt thou plain- 


ly perceive how little and of none eſteem 
all things are here below, which now 
either ſolicite thee- with love, or ter- 
rifie thee with-fear ; thou ſhaltplainly per- 
cerive.whart a ſmall thing ir 1s, -whartſoever 
1s contained within the Centre of the world, 
that little Globe or point of earth; thou 
ſhalt plainly .perceive how that all things 
created are vain, wtab, ſhort, wile, yea, 
yanity it ſelf, yea, rather meer nothing in 
reſpe& of God and of Eternity. There- 


fore ſeek thou after the only true and-ſo- 


veraign good,and regard not other things. 
Truft in God,rely on him, open thy heart 


wide to entertain him ; tread under the 


feer of thy affe&tions whatſoever. is under 
the Sun and Moon, whatſoever allureth 
thee with ſmiles, or terrifieth thee with 
frowns, think upon Eternity, and always 
keep in mind that excellent ſaying of 
St. Hitrome, no labor muſt ſeem hard, 
no 
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them daily and hourly, and as it wereem: * 


upon Eternity, 283 
no time muſt ſeem long, allrhe while we 
are ſeeking after Eternal glory. | 
Itis reported by St. Hizrone, that there 
was upon a time a certain Camel haunted 
by anevil Spirit, which being brought be- 
fore Hillarion, a devout and godly man; 
began to rage inſuch aſtrange and terrible 
manner, as if it would preſently have de- 
voured him : But the Holy man nothing 
afraid, ſpake thus unto the evil Spirit, 
Do not think to fright me,thou evil Spirit, 
alchough that thou haſt got a Camel on 
thy back ; it 15all one to me whetherthou 
comeſt in a Camels skin, or in- a Foxes 
Skin : And preſently the fierce Camel fell 
down before him, and became very tame 
and gentle, to the great laughter of all 
thoſe that ſtood by. Such are all flatte- 
ries, fawnings, allurements, and tenta- 
tions of this world ; ſuch are all fears, 
frowns,: frighes, and terrors. What doſt 
thou hope for 2 What doſt thou fear ? 
Whatdoſt thou love ? He that rideth-up- 
on the Heavens is thy helper ;- he ſhall 
embrace.rhee with his everlaſting arms: 
Wirth thoſe arms of his he is able to fetter 
all thine Enemies, whether they fawn or 
frown upon thee; he is able at a beck to 
ſqueeze them in pieces like ſo many flies, 
and break them-1n pieces like a Porters 
Veſſel, Doth the pleaſure then of luſt, 
| or 
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it-by, regard ir not; think ratherupon the 


pleaſures which are Erernal Art thoa | 
terrifted with threats, opprefied with for. | 


rows, paſſed by with contempt, afflicted 
with ſickne(s,tired out with poverty ? All 
theſe are a matter of nothing. The more 
violent theſe are, the ſhorrer whle they 
will laſt : Deſpiſe them, lift up thine eyes 
unto the Hills, from whence cometh my 
help, look up to Heaven, think upon Eter. 
wity, There ſball no evil happen wito the juſt, 
Prove.2. 21s 


Abrat. $4 frattus iliabatur orbis, 
_ Impavidum ferient ruine. 
, 4 Zo s p 
' Od. g. The juſt manſhall not be afraid, 

os td gona fall uponhis head. - 


Therefore the juſt man is never forrow- | 


fal : mo tribulation deth ever aflaulr him, 
But goat ne I the juſt - 
ny ? Yea, but yet they make nothing-of 
them. That only they count evil, which 
s-Erernal, which feparateth.a man'from 
God,as ſin doth, and:Eternal death which 
is the wages of ſin. The Preacher of the 
Gentiles bids us not at things which 
are ſem, but at the things which we 

Uh 


- or gluttony,or intemperance ſollicite thee? }Þ 
That is nothing : Be not moved ar it, paſs J 
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F fe. Why fo? For, ſaith he, The things 


"which are ſeen are temporal, but the things 


Þ - which are not ſeen are Eternal, The things 
$ which-are not .ſcen, the things which are 
- Eternal, thoſe-are:the things which are 

great indeed, wherher they be good,-or 
| Whether they be evil. 


But whileſt we look only at the things 
which are ſecn, ' and ſeldom or never at 
the things which -are not ſeen, what do 
we make of our ſelves but orond foolifh 
Boys ? Great, bur yet fooliſhs atthe Left 
bur Boys. It the Ice fall out of. our hands, 
'we pre ſently fall a crying, and yet that.is 
ſuch a thing that we cannor hold long: We 
are frigtited at ſhadows, and dream of 
pau matters-3 we fj our felves -on 
ſuch things as not only ſhall ſkorthy . 
away for certain, Pang already 
away. : 'For it is:not ſaid, The figure, 'or 
the faſhion of this World (ball .paſſe away, 
in the Future : 1 Cor. 7. 31. But, The 
Faſhion of this World paſſeth away, in on 
Preſent. It 1s away already. 
all the:goods which we enjoy 24S on 
tranſitory, :ſo all. rate Wang we IE 
here are but rage Biogas 
tinue long. Tho eros. omen = 
ſeen, and-thoſe only have a RR ; 
Natethey know-no y 
they are not Tabjet.comny chavgy, they 
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are firm , they are immoveable , they% 
are Erernal. I repeat it again, what Ty 
faid a fittle before, for ir deſerves ro.bg} 
repeated a thouſand and a thouſand times? 
no labor 'muſt ſeem hard, no time muſt 3 
ſeem long, all the while we are ſeeking! 
after Eternal Glory. | "q 

Symplorianus, a Chriſtian young man" 
after that he was almoſt ſcourged to dearh, ! 
as he was dragged to Execution at Aygu- 
flodunnm, mer his Mother upon the way, : 
But how ? Not tearing rhe hair from her } 
head, or rending her Cloaths, or laying i 
open her Breaſts, or making grievous la- ll 
mentarions, as the manner of fooliſh wo- 8 © 
men is todo; Bur carrying her ſelf like ah | 
Heroical and Chriſtian Lady. For ſhe } 
cryed out, and called. unto her Son, and "i 
ſaid,” ' Son, my Son, IT ſay, remember life 
Eternal, look up to Heaven, lift up thine "Wh 
ees to him that-reigneth there. Life is nat fy. 
Taken from thee, but is exchanged for a better, } |} 
At which words of his Mother, the young" Þ; 
man was ({o exceedingly animated,that he I! 
went willingly ro Execution, and chear- 
fully like a tour Champion laid down his WF! 
Head upon the block, and expoſed his: 
throat to the fatal-Ax. _ © _ 
- "Hear this, -O Chriſtians all, and re- 
member your ſelves. This 1s the caſe of; 
every man living ; we are on our way to. 

| death; Þ 
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ro Execution, Remember life Eternal, loo 
up to Heaven, and liſt up your eyes to him 
that reigneth there. Carry thy (ſelf there- 
fore like a Symphorian, whoſoever. profe(- 
ſeſt thy ſelf to be a Chriſtian, Do nor 
hang back, be not loth to go, withdraw 
. Not thy neck from the Yoke.nor thy ſhoul- 
| ders from the Croſs ; be not afraid to ſuf- 
fer for”Chriſt, be nor afraid” ro* die” for 
Chriſt, be not afraid to eat Fire, or to- 
devour the Sword for the name of Chriſt, 
Here ſhew. thy ſelf a. man, take good cou- 
rage, pull up a good heart. And when: 
thou art at any time: tempted, when thou - 
art grieved, when-thon artymade. ſorrow- 
ful, when thou art vexed, when thou art 
deſpiſed, whien thou art made a laughing- 
ſtock, when thou art diſgraced,when thou ' 
art ſpoiled of thy Goods, when it is with : 
thee as it was with Fob-upon the Dungt i], - 
or, if it can be worſe, then - call re- mind - 
Symphorian, and a thouſand more ſtour 
Chriſtians ſuch as he was, and learn of 
them Chriſhan courage and — | 
Q. and= 
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"and" boldly and-freely break forth into 

"theſe words, -and- repeat: them- often : 
Whatfoever I ſuffer here, is but a Madi-. 
cam, it1s but ſhort. Farewel then all the - 
world, and all the things that are therein: 
And welcome to me, thou. art welcome 
ETERNIT Y. 
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